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PREFACE

National S_amp|e,Survey Organisation with a view to cater to the needs of
the Development Planning are obtaining key indicators and \;aiuable data
through various rounds of National Sample Surveys. As a part of this
venture National Sample Survey Organisation has decided to collect
some basic data on employment - unemployment through the schedule
for consumer expenditure beginning from the 45" round of National /
Sample Survey. |

The 47th round survey on consumer expenditure and employment -
unemployment was such an annual series which was conducted during
the reference period from July to December 1991. As a participating
state, Kerala also conducted the same survey in 180 rural sample
villages and 80 urban sample blocks. Two households were surveyed in

each sample village and block.

This provisional report presents some important estimates on

; employment - unemployment.

This report is prepared by Sri N.Rajendra Prasad, Research Officer of
this Directorate with the guidance of Smt.M.S Valsala, Additional Director.
The tables for the report were generated in the Computer Division of the
Directorate by Sri S.Anirudhan, Compiler and the field work of the survey
was done by the Investigators in the Districts. |

Any comments/suggestions for improvement of this report are welcome.

Thiruvananthapuram, U.Thomas Sleeba
27 -11-1997. Director of Economics & Statistics.
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National Sample Survey 47" Round

S_ection 1

| ¥4 %

(July 1991 to December 1991)

Introduction
Data on household consumer expenditure and employment-uncmployment are
being collected in every round of National Sample Survey beginning with 42nd
round with a sample size of 2 households per sample village/block. Some key
questions on the current and usual activity status of the household members were

introduced in the demographic block of schedule 1.0.

1.2." This provisional report will give some key results for the annual survey on
employment - unemployment carried out in the 47(h round during July -
December 1991.

|52 In the State 180 sample villages, 80 sample blocks'and 520 sample households
at the rate of two households per sample village/block were selected for schedule
1.0.

1.4, This report contains three sections and one appendix

Section 2

2.1 The 47th round was devoted mainly to the survey on ‘disability’ and ‘literacy

and culture’, In addition to this, it included regular annual survey on ‘consumer
. expenditure and Employment and Unemployment™ with two sample households
per village/block.

2.2 Sample Design: A stratified two stage design was adopted for the survey with

the first stage units as census villages for rural areas and the urban frame survey

blocks for urban areas. Households formed the second stage units in both the

rural and urban areas.

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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2.4

2.5

2.6

2l

Stratification : Each State/Union territory was divided into one Ior more agro-
‘economic regions by grouping contiguous distficts which arc similar with
respect to population density and crop pattern. In the rural sector, within each.
region, each district with 1981 Census rur;ll population less than 1.8 million
formed a single basic stratum. Districts with larger population were divided into
two or more strata, depending on population, by grouping configuous tehsils,

similarly as far as possible in respect of rural population, densiiy and crop

" pattern. In urban sector, strata were formed, within National Sample Sur'vey

region on the basis of population size class of towns.

Allocation of samples: The total samples of first stage units was first allocated
to the States/Union territories in proportion to the field stalT in the respective
States/Union territories. The sample thus obtained were then again allocated to
the rural and urban sectors éonsidering the relative sizes of the rural and urban
population with almost double weightage for the urban sector. Within each
sector, the respective sample size is re-allocated to the different strata in
proportion to the stratum population. Al allocations are adjusted so that the
sample size for a stratum was at least a multiple of 4. for the rural and urban
sectors separately inorder to have equal samples in cach sub sample and sub

round.

Sampling frame for FSU’s : In the rural sector, the sampling frame was 1981
Census list of villages. In the urban sector, the sampling frames used were the

list of most recent UFS blocks of National Sample Survey

Selection of FSU’s: The sample villages were selected circular systematically
with probability proportional to population in the form of two independent sub-
samples. The sample blocks were selected circular systematically with equal

probability, also in the form of two independent sub-samples.

Selection of hamlet groups/sub blocks: Large villages and blocks were divided

into a suitable number of hamlet groups and sub blocks respectively having more

or less equal population content in them. Two hamlet groups werc then selected

- from villages and one sub-block from blocks.

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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2.8 Selection of households: From each first stage units, {wo sample households
were selected for the survey on consumer expenditure and employment and
unemployment circular systematically from the frame of households prepared for

the selection of sample households for the sutvey on Literacy and Culture.

LS, Survey period: The field work for the survey was started in the month of July

1991 and completed in December 1991.

2.10,  Sample size: The survey covered 520 households in 180 sample villages and 80

sample blocks spread over the State.

Section 3

Concepts, Definitions and Summery findings

3.1 Concepts and Definitions

a) ‘Gainful activity: Gainful activity (or work) is the activity pursued for pay,
profit or family gain or in other words, the activity which adds value to the
‘national product’. Normally, it is an activity which results on production of
‘goods and services’ for exchange. The activities in agriculture in which part
or whole of the agricultural production is used for own consumption and does
not go for sale, are also considered ‘gainful’.

b) Workers (or employed) : Person engaged in any gainful activity are
considered ‘workers’. They are the persons assigned any onc or more of the
nine activity categories under codes 1 1.21,31,41,51,61,62,71 and 72.

. ¢) Seeking or available for work (or unemployed) : Persons who, owing to lack
of work, had not worked but either sought work through employment
exchanges, intermediaries, friends, relatives or by making applications to
prospective employment or expressed their willingness or availability for
work under the prevailing conditions of work and remuneration are considered
unemployed.

d) Labour force : Persons categorised as “working’ (or employed) and “secking
or available for work” (or unemployed) together constitute the labour [Bree.

e) Not in Labour force : Persons categorised neither ‘working” or “seeking or
available for work’ are considered to be engaged as non-gainiul actlivities or
‘not in labour force’. The persons falling in this category arc students,
persons engaged in domestic chores, renters, pensioners, recipients of
remittance, infirm and disabled persons, children of age 0 - 4 ycars elc.

f) Worked (self employed) in household enterprises - usual and current ‘status

code 11 : Persons who are engaged in their own farm or non-larm enterprise

: are defined ‘self employed’ the tefm used to designate (heir activity status.
: There are different kinds of self employed. Some may operate their

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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enterpr%se without hiring any labour. Some others may occasionally hire few
labourers. The third category who, by and large, regularly run their

enterprise by hiring labour. The first two groups of self-employed are called own- *

account workers and the third, employers.

g) Worked as helper in household enterprise - usual and current status code 21:

h)

J)

The helpers are a category of working persons who work [ull or part time in
household enterprise and do not receive any cash payment or-any share of the
family earnings in return for the work performed for the enterprise. They are
household members, a large number of them being related to the houschold
head and dependent on the household head and work for the family
enterprises. :

Worked as regular salaried/wage employees - usual and current status code
31:

Persons working in others ‘farm or non-farm enlerprises’ and getting in
return, salary or wages on a regular basis are treated as regular salaried/wage
employees. This category will include salary/wage earners getling time
wage, piece wage and paid apprentice, both full time and part time.

Worked as casual wage labour - usual and current status code 41 & 51:
Persons who are engaged in others ‘farm or non-farm enlerprises’ and getting
in return, wages according to the terms of daily or periodical work contract
are treated as casual wage labour. In rural areas and adso in Government
project sites, a type of casual labourers can be seei who normally engages
themselves in public works activities which include works taken up by the
Government or local bodies for construction of roads, bunds, digging of
ponds etc. as relief measures/employment generation scheme ele. The casual
labourers doing only such public work activities arc casual labour in public
works and the rest are casual wage labourers in other types ol work..

Had work in household enterprises but did not work due to sickness/other
reasons - current status code '61/62 had regular salaricd/wage einployment but
did not work due to sickness/other reasons - current status code 71/72: *

Persons engaged in household farm or non farm enterprises or working in others

k)

In

farm or non farm enterprises as salaried/wage employees but absenting from
work temporarily due to sickness/for enjoying leave or holiday or for other
reasons belong to these two categories 61/62 and 71/72 respectively
depending on whether they are self-employed in others farm/non-farm

_enterprises as wage/salaried employees.

Attended domestic duties and was also engaged in free collection of goods,
sewing, tailoring, weaving, etc. for household use - usual and current status
code 93:

rural areas in general and particularly in the tribal arcas, domestic work
usually includes among others, a lot of work for free collection of vegetables,
roots, firewood, etc. and also spinning and weaving ol cloth for houschold
use. Persons found to be spending regularly some ol their time i performing
the above mentioned activities along with household chores, belong to this
category. !

F s
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3.2 Main approaches:
The information collected is aimed to classify the populdtion or belonging to different activity
categories on the basis of the activities pursued by them during specificd rcfcrcm:c periods |
adopting the following two approaches.
* i) usual status approach with a reference period of 365 days pmuudml., the date
of survey.
ii) current weekly status approach with a reference period ol 7 days preceding
the date of survey.
‘I'he following are the codes used in the 47th round for various activity categorics.

""c"&ﬁl-‘ w] Description i ihi _
Wnrkmg (or employed)
11 | Worked (self employed) in household enterprises. S A
21 | Worked as helper in household enterprises. pak oS
31 Worked as regular salaried/wage employee. i 4 iy
41 Worked as casual wage labour in public works, 2
51 | Worked as casual wage labour in other types of wénks 3 8
61 | Did not work due to sickness though there was \;0] ks in houa.elmld uuerpl ISL.
'62. | Did not work due to other reason though there was work in houschold ki
enterprises.
(( mles 61, 62 were applicable only in the case of current weekly status ap}i?ﬂ?rl—ﬁf SR H:
71 Did not work due to sickness but had regular salaried/wage ¢ uﬁploy]ﬁLﬁf Hita
72 | Did not work due to’other reasons but had regular éélhnediwagc em pluym(.ni &
Nbr wﬁrking but available for work (or unemployed) 5.
81 [ sought work R S B BT
82 | Did not seek but was available for work. AT SROPGAR
Ncither warking nor available for work (or not in lubour ﬁ;né}—- ﬁ e o i
91 | Attended educational institutions. o _' ime i ")
92 | Attended domestic duties only. R ]
93 | Attended domestic duties and was also engaged | in free collection of poods,
tailoring, weaving, etc. for household use. it
94 | Rentiers, pensioners, remittance recipients, etc. R Y el
95 Not able to work due to disability. iy QTR
96 | Beggars, prostitutes, etc. e
97 | Others e
98 Did not work due to sickness (for casual workers only)
Findings

3.3.1 Urban Males:
The principal usual activity category of urban males shows that, among 1000 males, 541
are employed in which the number engaged in houschold en_tcrpriscs is 175, 135
numbers worked as regular salaried/wage employees and 231 persons worked as casual

" labour. The number of employed per 1000 person in each group arc as follows:

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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Age group | Employed | Unemployed
15-19 - 280 106 i
20-24 849 20
i 2529 885 68 )

30-34 887 | T3
35-39 952 gAY, e

| 40-44 959 o
45-49 1000 ) EEY
50-54 1000 | S0
55-59 796 i
60 & above 344 S IR

3.3.2. Urban Females:
Among the 1000 urban females the number of employed comes fo 132, in which 43
engaged in household enterprises, 57 worked as regular salaricd/wage cmployee and 32
worked as casual labour. The number of employed per 1000 persons in cach age group

are as follows:

Age group Employed Unemployed
15-19 9 G
20-24 206 i
' 25-29 162 e e

30-34 129 e
35-39 251 : e

40-44 405 ek

1 45-49 248

 50-54 32 Sr-yeheriiegie e
55-59 228 Yy 2
60 &above 84 *

- : ~~ National Sample Survey 47th Round
Notes



3.3.'3 Rural Males:

~ According to the principal usual activity status of rural males, 539 among 1000 are
employed in which 194 engaged in household enterprises, 63 worked as regular
salaried/wage employees and 282 worked as casual labour. The number of employed pcf /

thousand person in each age group are -

Age group | Employed | Unem ployéé"
15-19 331 68 |
20-24 661 . e g
25-29 902 S
30-34 913 L
. 35-39 984
40-44 955
45-49 981 e
50-54 882 TR
55-59 836 /
60 & above 07 T

3.3.4 Rural Females:
Among the 1000 rural females 191 are employed in which 32 engaged in houschold
enterprises, 37 worked as regular salaried/wage employees and 122 worked as casual

labour. The number of employed per thousand persons in cach age group are -

Agegroup | Employed Unempl‘i;;"édw : '
- 15-19 YT R e e
‘ 20-24 215 13
' 25-29 192 1
30-34 316 T
35-39 415
40-44 402 Al
! 45-49 395 . _'
50-54 il 1] e
55-59 82 R
60 & above 188 sl

3.3.5 Among the 1000 females, 57 worked as regular salaried/wage employees in urban .
sector where 37 among 1000 worked as-regular salaried/wage cmployees in rural scctor.
But 32 out of 1000 females worked as casual labour in urban scctor where 122 among

1000 females worked on casual labour in rural sector.

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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y i Summary
3.4.1 Considering the principal usual.activity category, 17.5% ol urban males worked in
houschold enterprises, 13.5% worked as regular salaried/wage cmployees, 23.1%

worked as casual wage labour constituting total employed to 54.1% . The unemployed

in this sector comes to 2.8% where in the age group of 15-19 years, it comes (0 10.6%.

Among the urban females, 4.3% worked in household enterprises. 5.7% worked as
regular salaried/wage employees, 3.2% worked as casual wage labour. ‘The percentage
of total employed females comes to 13.2%. The unemployed females conie (o 1.9%. In

the urban sector, the percentage of persons in the employed groups is 32.6.

3.4.2: In the rural sector in the percentage of males worked in houschold enterprises is
19.4, percentage of males worked as regular salaried/wage employce is 6.3 and 28.2%
worked as casual wage labour making a total of 53.9% in the cmployed groups. The
unemployed in this sector comes to 2.2%. 3.2% of females worked in household
enterprises, 3.7% worked as salaried/wage employees and 12.2% worked as casual wage
labour. The total labour force of females in the rural sector is 19.1%. ‘The unemployed

comes o 2%. In the rural sector the percentage of persons employed comes (0 35.9.%.

3.4.3 Unemployment rates: Number of persons unemployed per 1000 persons in the
labour-force (total of employed and unemployed) is termed as unemployment rate.
The unemployment rate of Male and Female in urban sector are 419 and 125 and in

rural sector 39 and 95 respectively.

National Sample Survey 47th Round
Notes
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Appendix

List of Tables
“Table No. | Heading of table AT
IU-IR ' Per 1000 distribution of house holds and persm'i;vli‘y MICE
class and number of persons and economically active persons |
i per 1000 households for different MPCE Classes
‘2U-2R~ | Per 1000 distribution of persons by current weekly activity TR 1
for each age-group with industry distribution (Urban & |
l \ Rural) |
| 3U33R Per 1000 distribution of persons by principal usual activity | 19-23 |
category for each -age group with industry distribution
(Urban & Rural) 5
4U-4R Per 1000 distribution of persons by current weekly activity = 2420 |
category for each age group (Urban & Rural) :
' SUSSR Per 1000 distribution of persons by principal usual activity = 30-35
category for each age-group (Urban & Rural) i

\
2

National Sample Survey 47t Round
Naotes



\

Code Descriptions used in the Tables

Status Codes

"~ Codes Description
Working (or employed)
I Worked (self employed) in household enterprises.
21 Worked as helper in household enterprises.
31 Worked as regular salaried/wage employee.
41 Worked as casual wage labour in public works.
51 Worked as casual wage labour in other types of works.
61 Did not work due to sickness though there was works in household enterprise.
62. * Did not work due to other reason though there was work in houschold

enterprises.

(cades 61, 62 were applicable only in the case of current weekly status approach)

71
72

Did not work due to sickness but had regular salaried/wage employment.
Did not work due to other reasons but had regular salaried/wage cmployment.

Not working but available for work (or unemployed)

81
B0

sought work
Did not seek but was available for work.

Neither working nor available for work (or not in labour force)

21
92

O ’i

94
95
9

Attended educational institutions.

Attended domestic duties only.

Attended domestic duties and was also engaged in free collection of poods,
tailoring, weaving, etc. for household use.

Rentiers, pensioners, remittance recipients, etc.

Not able to work due to disability.

* Beggars, prostitutes, etc.

Others
Did not work due to sickness (for casual workers only)

Industry Settion Codes

Code
i}

|
2&3
4

h

O

Description

Agriculture, Hunting, Forestry and Fishing

Mining, and Quarrying

Manufacturing

Electricity, Gas and Water

Construction

Whole sale and Retail trade and Restaurants and Hotels
Transport, Storage and Communications

Financing, Insurance, Real Estate and Business Services
Community, Social and Personal Services

10 -

National Sample Survey 47th Round
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