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PREFACT

In June-October 1931, the Department of Economics and
Statistics conducted a survey to identify the ooir workers
in the State as part of the Employment Generation ocheme ,
The survéy Was conducted in 256 villages spread over in 30
taluks from Neyyattinkara to Kasaragode, To ideﬁtify the
colr workers the enumerators vigited each and every household
in the area covered and made enauiries, Along with the worlk
- of identifying the coir workers, certain basic items. of © |
information like age, 8ex, activity, ete¢,have also been collecte
This opporunity fdr covering all the cnetres of coir industry-+
~was used to prepare a list of coir producing units also.

The fie}d work of the survey wasg organised and supervised
by Shri.P.Gopinatha Pillaiy, Deputv Director sendl ‘Shril .Pi.nI;Haﬂil,
Assistant Director. The tabulation o f the data was organised
and the report prepared by Smt.C.Zainaba, Deputy Director.

Shri R.K.Vinoent and Shri A.Sivaraman provided technical
asslstance for the conduct of the survey and preparation of
the report. 'Shri G.Ramachéndran Nﬁir, Joint Director
(Economic Census) was in overal?l charge of the survey,
Dr.P.A.Nair, the former Director evinced keen interest in the

survey,

I should take thisg opprotunity to thénk the Central
Trade Union leaders and the Director, Coir Development for
their valuable suggestions and co-operation.

The data collecied in the survey have been tabulated |
and pregsented in this report. It is for the first time that
such a large scale survey covering all the worker households
in the colr industry has been.canductedi It is hoped that
the data thrown out by the survey will form the basis of
future indepth studies, |

r

Trivandrum, ' Dr.R.S.Kurup
25..10..1982, % i ' Director.
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- Chapter j:I

R . ke i iy

Planning and Organ nigation of the SW""‘I

1.7 Introduction

L R T TP —

"In early 1931, the Government.of Kerala .announced their
intention %o draw up a Welfgre Scheme for the Coir workers in

" the State, Before the “implementation of the scheme, it was

negessary to identify the ocolr workers so as to ensure that

~ the benefit of the soheme would be confined to actual coilr .

Wworkers alone, Government therefore decided that a survey to
identify the coir vorkers goould be conducted in the State,
The survey was plonned to be talen up as part of the Empleyment

- Generation Scheme, . The Eteue Deeertment ef Economios and

Statistics was entrusted with the reepenelblllty fer the condu:
ef‘the sUrvey.,

Governmeniiteeued the fn]lowing gulde 1inee;fer the

cenduet of the survey

i) The eurvey ie to be conducted in 196 ceastal'v1llegeeg
where the coir workerg are-kinown to.. ﬁeeide. The ceir workers

"will be identif*ed by heuse to heuee V1eit in these vitlegeo, .

ii) The eurvey will cover ell eetegory of workers in
Colir 1nduetry.l The four preeeesee in coir industry, viz.
retting, beating, spinning and weaving will be taken 1nto |
congideration while conducting the survey:
311) In the survey schedule, details regarding name, ages
earnings, no,of days vorkeéd, other eceupetlen.lf any, etc.
of Workers will be 1ncluded.

1v) For the fleld Work of the survey 600 enumerators

Will be appointed. Unemployed persons possessing SSIC or

superior cualifications and registered with the Employment
Exchange_in the State will be selected as enumeretere.

In selecting the enumeretere. restriction or communal rotation
12ed not be observed, Each enmumerator will work for e:peried‘
of two months, for which they will be paid consolidated
honorarium at the rate  of Rs.400/- per enumeratord

L

EEEE 2/- /
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v) The selection and training of enumerators dnd supervision
of their work will be donc by the officers in the Department of

Economics uld otatigtics,

fo¢ms a meetlng of the reprebentailveq of the Cﬁn val Trade Unions
in Coir 1ndustry and ths Dirsctor, Coir Developent might be :
convened and their visws ascertained, Accordingly meetings were
convened on 11.5.1631 and 27.5.1¢87. In these meetvings the forms |
and the method of data eollecetion were discussed and finalised,

Te2 Obaect of thg_§&3yeg
" The main obgect of ths survey was to identify the Coir
workers in the State. In respect of each worker e identified,
partioulars regafding ége,~sex. address, type of enterprise in
which working, lﬁ“”th of service in the enterprise, description
of work, no.of de*, employed, earnings, other occupation if any

etec. were to be collected.

0 M LAt

The identification ofﬁcoir workers was decided to be made |
through their regidences, for which all the houues in the area -
were to be visited, It was suzgested that this opportunity j
could be utilised to prepare a list of production umits also ,3f
in the area covered by the survey, In respect of the units N
identified, certain basic charncteristies like type of activity,
no.of workers usmvally employved, etc._might befcallecfed sa@ that
the 1list could be uscd ez a frauz for future sample Sﬁrveys on
coir industry. f i |

1.2 Coverage

Initi;lly;1it was plamned to conduct the survey in 196
u@ﬂgtal.villages.spread over 28 ‘taluks from Neyyattinkara to
{azargode., These 196 villages were identified on the basis of
information available frem cernsus ang earller Surveys. |
iccording taq tue available information, with the exception of

me scatiered households almost all the coir workers could be
covered by surveying these 196 villages. waever. the repre-
sentatives of some of the Centepal Trade Unions .in Coir Industry
ointed cut that there are other villages also where large -

posisne e 3/"'
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no.of éﬂir households existeé, even though a ready, list-of such
areas wWas nbt readily avﬁilqple. It was therefore decided that
initially ‘the survey might be started in the 196 villages and
in.the meantime the Trade Unions, through'their sub~units would
identify the ciher areas and iptimate ‘the Dﬂpartmﬁnt :

| Slmultaneously the Coir Project Officers could also identify the
villages and report The arcas so identified and reported .were
also surveyed. Before the completion of the survey a detailed -
list showing the names of places 1nfended to be covered was
prepared and circnliated to all Cenwral Trade Unioﬁs in Coir
1ndustrj, LTEEO+CTg 001r Developmert n*d Coir Proaect Officers,
wlth.a request to iatimate whether any ‘additional areas remained
to be observed.: As no additionn] nreas were reported, the survey,
was completed. The final list consisted of 209 revenue villages
campletely_covéred and 47 revenue villages partly (certain karas
or wards only) covered. The names of villages covered are given

in. the Appendix. N

1.4 Formﬁ used. and items [ ] Informatlon collected..

The forms— Form A and Form B were used for the survey.
Form A was used to prepare” the list of coir workers, Each
coir worker was identified.by the address of his/her residence,
ziven by taluk village/town, kara/ward, huuse no., name of head
of household and.hlaﬁname. Agc and sex,. name and address of the
establishments in whith he was working, type of establishment,
" his total dervice in the Pstqﬁ11qhmcnt length of experience
in coir work, Lype of activity emgeged in, earnings,nb. of days
worked during last year, . name of subsidiary occupation etc.
of each colr worker vere alsa recorded in the forn agalnst

his/her name,’

~ Form B was used to prépare a list of production units in
olpr industry. In this form, the name of the Uhit, type of
establishment (ie. whether household or non-household units)
whether in the co—-operative or privaté sector, type of activity
wavrried on, no.of workers employed, no.of days worked during
no prévious year, neme and no,of various ecuipment used, etc.
were recorded., |

vow o f
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out hhether it was  a ccir worl-cr household., In that case - thqu

1.5 METHOD OF SURVEY:

The field wcrk of the Lvrvey wag carried out by

emulerstbors specially reﬂﬂui Lod frv the wor't throuvgh Employment

Eﬁchanqesu Unouployed pargens haviag ©.8vLaC. Lr”ﬁayérior

’

gqualification were intervieved roa sele ted for the- survey .

"d

wch:. They Were g,_wu- 3 4_*311 'l;:::,*f.t*i w iz dsta collection wal"k

o

befcre nﬂ,loying ;u*|f¢ela WOMiE. A8 LA as passible the .

enumerators sel Sted wore assicacd Wovrk inthelr native valuks

-

so that they kncw tine locaiity =4 could enlist the co=opera-

tion of the pecplé in the area. bhacl aﬂumeratmr“was assigned

a definite area,'wlth ingtruct ions to viﬂit all houses in the

ares., ”he enumhﬂ#unr noted down.the houge nuumber of each

house vlsited and : i 1t wasg a rﬁﬁldential house he would flnﬂ

informatlon,as required in Form A was canvassed and recorded.,
Durmng thp couxrse of these vigits, the enumerator identlfled

the ceir PdeuBuan.uﬂltS alsgo functioning in the aread wnd

4

recer rded tbp dﬂia in Ferm B,

7 A GLalacf HE3: Cuumeravor s wére arprorinied for.thg.
Surveyuﬁariq Each pprswd.worked for.a period of two months
for which he was given a eansé?'dﬁ ed remun&ratlon of Rs.400/=.
But to the low rate of remureration, there, was aifficulty in

et 1nu ﬂthrLlc persons a3 aﬂﬁxeraﬁors,,,somevof ﬁhe.persons
who accepted the work initally backed. out after a few days .
In. theirlplaceiﬁew haﬁds'hédrto be-fomndnout.ﬁfThe_Suxvey_
work could not %herefdre be - corpleted in“tiﬁé as driginally'

plaaned,

",1I.: - - CGﬂtd#;.-.S/"
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The training cf enumerators and supervision of their
work was done by the Taluk Steticticul Tnsvectors. This work _
they did'in addition to their norual duties,' The primary
- tabulation of the data collected vag also' attended to by
these Statistical Inapeotors; :

During ‘the course of the Survey, two neetings, in which
the represeﬁtatives of the Central Trade Unions, Officers of
Colr Department and the Dzpartuzn! of Statistics and Economics
perticipated, were coivened to rev.cw the gurvey work.

1,6 PERIOD OF THE SURVEY: | ~

P — g ] e e o “mq..l‘q..*_.-ﬂ v —

| Tae field work of the survey commenced on 22nd June,'
1981 and was campleted by the en? oL Cstober, 1981, |
1.7 PUBLICITEY s °\.

W e g S S ) S | LB

Wide publicity was given to the Survey through Press
and All India Relio. The representatives of the Central
Trade Unions in 5birilhdustry'whﬂ attended the meetings in
connection with the survey said that through their local
units, they could enlist thé cooperation,offthe_people'in
the conduct of enumerationwﬁorku

The survey was priﬁarily aimed at identifying the

coir vorkers, Even ﬁhough,'it was thought desirable to make

o primary tabuia+ion of the cdata collected'éo as to provide
‘nfermation on ‘the _basic characieristics of Coir Industry.
As there VWas ro ST cedal Su$L. fui Uabulavion work only certain
primaxy ﬂgﬂregatlon could be attﬂwuted ‘This was done by the
rervisory officials at the taluk level, 'The'State-level
wzere . ation was done at the headquarters. The results of

‘his tabulation ave given in fhis report.

.9 CCST CP THE STRVEY o

- ,.-_n_..,__ - | o iy A g W LR e ]

The toltal coew of’the survey was Bs, 2 54 lakhs of which
<o/ loghs wasg the amount paid az remumeration to enumerators.

cantd.......S/—
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CONCEPTS AND DETINTTIONS i iﬂDMQI__[l.j' 1% O jﬂf‘:_.“{ :
b The various concevts and definitions used in the Survey 1

are briefly described below.

r

2.1 COGIR INDUSTRV'

Sy e B T S— i

In this survey; the=term.'coir industry' was used to
include the various processes in iho manufacture of colir and
coir products, starting from reutisg ol nve¥, The processes

were briefly classified intc four BLREES virz, retting, beating
of husk (inciudirg cleaning). #pizaing and veaving. Inter-
- mediate manufacturing acuivitivs whion cvuld not be included '”y
in one or othsr of thease four =ir 15 were grouped into ‘'other
items'. It will be noted that sciivities incidental to coir
nanufacture like t*ade, trensport etc, were: not included under

'coir industry', in thls'survey.

2.2 COIR WORKER:*® = = . = ) LR

In the usual sense of the term a 'ecoir worker is one
who pursues any ectivity in ‘coir industry' as his means of -~ .
1livelihood. In this survey this definition.haé'beaq amplifieﬂ '_‘
so as to cover persons who were itraditionally coir workers, but
at the'time,engaged 1n'0ther activitles due to'nﬂnravailabili%y
rf work in coir industry. Thus the following categorles of £
percons were covered in this swrvey, . _}

i) Persons who, 8xe usuelly engaued in any activity k'
in coir iadustry.. e may be pursuing this activity either

ag en ennlovee receiving weges or &g a self-employed person
or helper in his household enterprise without wages,

ii) Persons who traditicnally were ;n:coir'industry,
Lut 2t .the time were unemployed or temporarily in other scti-
vities due to lack of work in coir indusiry., The assumption
ig that if employment in coir industry were available, they
sould have returned to their traditional work which they had
been following for a long time, '

Tt is to be pointed out here that owner of coir.

factories, spinning vnits etc. who were not engaged in manual

r¥ in. the industry were not treated as coir workers.

ooNtdes o6 o T/



CDJl‘ wnrkor lloueeho ’Ldf'Le a houschol ‘.-LL'Lh at least one member in
001r 1nduetry as colr worker. b .

2. 3 IToduetJen lwltffnterﬁrlee

s eess = T LR — S sl re— o — — g B B R - ———

- The pr~ﬁuetjnn uni+/en QLrprise is a place wrmre any
manuf”nturlng process related to cir Lndaetry ig carried out.
If it is cdrriecd oul in ‘the ‘premises of ahouse, -the eeL1v1Ly
S coneldered to be-barried out inl the; house itself thever,-

there were: 1netences wheie the wLJLV¢ty was Lulﬂﬂ carricd euL
:fln epen.specee (= j.eet+3hg) w“I(u were not: 1n.the DIELLsCS o
'eny heuee.- Sueh Uﬂutﬂ were' apsociate 4 with the regidence ef the

1

pereen who epereued the Uﬁ1t.

b 2:4 T e bf En'tei" *11,;3 , "'I_?;_,' -. . & -_‘.;+ t | 1 -‘. I

i The enterprise have becn cateweraeed as fecteriee.
5:"emell eetabliehmente heueehe]d enterprleee. |

"-'I'-

| 3_“ fi. 1Fac'terj . are enterprieee reglstered under eectlene _
*:2 m (1). 2 m.(ii) or 85 af the Factories Act 1948, . A factory
may: be elther in the beepeietsvf or prlvate gector., Small 'i
';eetabllehmente ere enterp%leef where the work is carried on in
non- reeldentlel heueee (including its premleeeo but:net regletered'
 under the Feeteriee Act ;;'Heueeheld enterprises’' are: enberprleee
where the werk ig cerried on. in the reeidentlel houses oriat
their premietei From ﬁhe worker g pojni ‘of wiew thle.hee agaln
heen eclassified’ ee hoUeeheld pﬂtorprleee where tﬁe werker pRE
uempleyed en Wagee end héu ehbld enuerprieee where the pereen.

ig werking as ee1f~empleyed or ag. en'unpeid helpera.' b

] 1- "

245, Actlvltx’bi‘ 'the Ehter:g_.ijse * r Vs :.' IR
sty In thie eurvey, tﬁe enterprleee heve been.cleeeifle
1ceerd“ng té the-actlvity*carrled on'vlz.-rettlng,beatlng
(Jncludxhg cleaninu of fitre), ﬂpllnlng of yarn, weawlng and
‘othersa'l  If frre thal eﬂeleeilvaty is carried on in an’'
*en'ferpriee' ,,j,the act1v1.+y that :Eeme the 1etor stoage in ‘the
”mwnufavture 15 breated ae %he ect1VL*y of the enterprleu,..
Wex exemple,flf heﬁtlng ana eplnnlng are carrled eut in a unlt,

thg'unmt 18 eon31dered %e“be emgaged 1n eplnnlng
1 'f _ L
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fJ”f". It is that actlvity 1n.thﬁ coir lnduﬂLTY in which the ;

worker 1E.ma1nly enmaged 1ﬁ.dur1ng the prev1ﬁus one’ year., e

In the case of wuhners Wdﬂ ﬁere.not
he suf?cyu kis uﬂual activity while he waa

< inJuutry at the ilme gf

wﬂrking in.coix&nﬂuﬁnr$ was cnn;lﬂcrmﬁ.: LA A T L

L)

--,.,-1

actually working in the coir
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Coir jndustry = Inportonce struciure and prensnt trend
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3,1 Importance of tho Tndus’

The -¢cnir indusﬁrj hasfleveloped in Kerala as a labour
oriented cottage industry. The availabLility of coconut husks
and the existence of natural rettinz facilities have favoured
the concenpiration of the indusiry mainly in the coastal belt
of Kerala. It is because of the nobtural retting facilities
present in the lakes axnd lagoons o.. the western coast that
Kerala holds worid monopoly in the production of white fibre
fron retted husk.

Cocenuts are grown in nere then 30 countries in the
world. ﬁmong_tham India ranks iitird in the productlon of nuts
as well as in the arcas under cuitivation. .Kerala is the
largest producer of coconuts in India, The area'under coconut
cultivation is about 7.5 lakhs hectares. Of the. total production
of 5734 million ¥its in India, the share of Kerala is estimated
at 59 percent.: About 50% of the husk, produced in Keralsda used
for industrial purposes., Among the coconut growing countries
in world only Sri Ianka and India have made use of coconut
husk for industrial purposes on a commerc¢ial scale.

Kerala accounts for over 83% of total production of
coilr in the cowntry... Out of the total 126500 tonnes of white

"1bre produced -in India durlmg 1980~81, about 1,064,500 tonnesu
was producea in Kerala, f
Over the years Kerala has developed coir industry
produce various tyres of finished products from retted
tibre amd'spun:yarnj The coir products in Keralﬁ‘ranges
‘rom ¢olr pats in various designs, patterns and grades, coir
21 ngs of different weaves, pattern aad textures and coir
25 and carpets, Coir yarn in different tensile strength,
clmess and colour are also produced and exported from
Kerala. Coir rope in different diameters is produced for
omestic consumption., A new addition to the range of coir
nduets manufactured in KErala is matting with rubber

- """’”E" '.
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nifield impcowtance in oux
T once as a source oif

The coir industry has ins G

atate. The industry 15 of erueial 1UPOX
tme backward areas of

employnent and incolle pﬁw%icularly in
g a vital role in the

the State. Furiner, {he industry play
£ the country as & S0u- ce of foreign
prqcucts from India during

25.55 crores.

econonic structure o
exch&nge. Export of colr ard coir
1980-81 anounted to 28,610 teonnes valued atbt §Se
Expor® from India CJﬁSLstg of coir yarn made, of white fibre
and colx pfﬁduofg‘Wiku coimn NACS, :n*r'nﬂturmgs, coir g s
N s ol shape of “hese nroducts 18 exported

and caryets.
frcm Kervela. :
3.2 STRUNGIRE, OF TFE THETL AR5 | |

The nain activiiied duvalired
“are the followinge |
| 1, Retting.- | oAk, g
i Boatxnﬂ - Fibre: extvnrtjon, | | '
3,'Sp1nnir5. |
4, Weaving. LSRE Lari :
The ‘colr fibre prepared from retted coconut husk 18
célléd vhite fibre. In Kerals, coir fibre ig mainly produced
fron retted husk. The coconu’ husks available during dehuaklng

of the nuts are pade use of for preparing the fibre. The nusks
are ﬂuaked in saline water by he side of backwaters and

1agcons for a period of 6 s 10 months. This ﬂrncess is
calind rettings ReSting helne Lo leosen the pith that holds

e N "l. “ L..J...-__-J . o sda

LD

L

the fibre in thé buak. |
The rettﬁd sl re beaten nanually or nechanically -

and the fibre 18 sewnraueu fraw.the partly decayed pltn.
Kerala aolds vorld moxapcly in the production of white fibre.

«© Colr Lébre prouuced ¢ron.urvﬁ**ed husk igs known &5
brown fibre. Toe QEVLIOﬁmﬁnb of mechanical fibre extraction

Jithout rebtting has in recent years cncouraged the settiing
up of colrx industry in other parts of. the country where

retting facilities are non-existent,

The dried coir f£ibre is used for spinning. Spinning
by hand as well as spxndle is prevalent. Better variecties
of yarn are spun by hand; Until reccently the only machlnery

med for spinning was rati,
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The weaving rector trensfoyms [he gpun yarn into finished
producte like coir mats, coir mathings, rugs and carpets.
The first three act1v1u1eq namelv retiing fibre extracuion and
spimning are done mainly 1n.the houe “HOLd sector, while weaving

1n the factory ﬁcctor. (0 e | N

3.3, Bresenti T rend’ -

- Coir 3.11:‘115'??3; WAS Onag 'th"? menovoly of Kerala.  However,

at preneﬁt the qﬂv”-?j 19 pagsirg thveugh difficult times.

The nigh - p”*ceﬂtlﬁh-uf UHPMJ#SFHLU! in Kerala cowbined with the
low capital 1nvr5“rﬁqh needed for 1he ¢ civ 1vduery tend To keep
the* Jnoamtry eves L¢owued with ths regul thnt coir workers are
under-cmployed, = Kerala -ie now" fac g new clajlmnges from

Tamil Nadu, Sri. LaLha and other coiy m&nufactuglnu countrles
where the colr industry has been mechanised., |

.

5 Increase in the cost of production resulting in hlgh price
for coir producte: 4 50 ‘placesi the industry in a very disadvanta-
geous pnsltlan from the COMPEfltl‘E rotnt of.view, The 1ndustry
is also facing competltlon from synthetic products. ' The short—
fall: in.the expo“hs of COlr products ind lack of adequaterflnance
are alac ag ragatlng the crlsia in the inﬁustfy; It seems that

1is 'drastic fall' in the. COLY ' eXports could be arrested only
Fhrauyh achievement of greater efficiency through modernlaation
' the industry and co:ﬂfsenuent reduction of coots, '©

1t de to be rﬂvteﬁ1ﬁd {ﬂ X uhough the raw. materlal for
e coir 1ndustry is 1ocally avalln le in plenty, it'is not
‘caching . the production uu1us in stirficient. nuantltles for want
o finﬁnce. The proouction teohninues used in the coir industry
e not much 1mproved 3 fﬂ,“

Waﬁes af the coir wo¢¢ers are comparatively low, This
5 led to the 1cw standard of living of the coir workerﬂ,_
e Working' env1rnnm&nt of the labourers engaged in retting and
sre extraction: activities is found o be unhygienic,

Bler was for.the amelloratlon of the COnﬁlthﬂu of the
Oor colr workers that the po~operatlve societles were get up
286 cooperatlve socletles procure husks and supply them to the
cing unlts. Farther Lhoy funciion as production-cum-sales
e ! However, now theye 3001et1eu are also flndlng it

B ARt o o
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dl¢*luultﬂuh tﬂ tldﬁ over tHe criuis an Lue ctate's traditional

colr 1nﬂu%try due to lack of fansice, This has led to =& furthﬁl'?;
.decllne in the cmplnyment opperiunities in tie industry.

-
It is in thl oontext tiie svrvey to iéenthy Coir
7woxhers fﬁr dr¢s1nﬁ ap welfare scliziies has b?”ﬂ conducted,
D 4 PI‘P“H.D}L‘BLE +1.p_15*.urs=.s _on __j_ 1€ _voluza.ef Emplo g“menjj___ L. the nduatry

Before &nﬂljblﬂg the ruguqu of "the survey it is worthwhlle
:;to examine a few, eurller estvivaves on the volume of emplcymcnt
f_attenpted by'varluus apﬂn ¢e RN ' |

i Coir Boarduhad Sotdet ed a-field survey ' om retting,

"fspinnlng and. manufacturznh in 1966. 'According to this survey
“the no.of workers partly or fully engaged in coir industry in t
(' KErala was aﬁau“ 4 30 OOO TRy : . ,'*

L

XCE A chever the 1971 Oen“U' flgures showed that the emblnymenf'

in coir 1ndustry was only 1,56 y 607, The difference may be due
' to the dlfferencaf 1n.the deflwrfjon of colr workers,. . o

RS peT survey on unre:ictered industrial units in the
lJFﬂl areas of the ‘State, conducteq by the Directorate OLs
Lconnmlcs & Statistics during 197 2~ 73, total no, of Workers engaﬁed. 
in the coir industry wds 1,42.,170. The survey had, - however,
covered only the rural areasg and unreglstered unlts in the

manufacturlng and serviCLng sectors,

‘I‘

Another study on cc1“ indusiry in the household sector
conducted by - the D¢rectorate of Luanomlcs & ‘Statistics during
1975-76 shows” that thers were 2,27, 059 persons working on a

household basis’ in the spinning ang weavang sectors of -the
indugtry., ' For rettlng, beaﬁlrﬂ and defibering an emp loyment
potential ef 1 34 286 persons was ‘estimated. 'The no.of workers
employed 1n the manufactu;lnu gector, a8 estlmated by the Coir.
Board wds 46,500, ‘The total volume of employment in coir

1ﬂ nstyry is thus estlmabed to be round dbOUt 4  lakhs, ‘}

L

The present survey has covered almo t all the coir
J”“kP“S in the uLate. Fleld enouiry relatlng to this gnrvev
15 confined to coir Workers engeged in.all gectors of the :

ustvy except traders, middlemen and thgse in the transport ‘. D
sector, | |



In the present survey & lolal no.of 2.8% lakhs persons
in the surveyed area have been: identified as coir workers, Ther
- may be g few hundred %“abter d colr workers households in the
rir:'m:.zlin’L:uu_:,r areas, ' The figures ascertained from the production umn:
,-hbwever, show that the:no of coir workers gmployved ig J 0 lakha. |
_Reverlficﬂtion of data in respect of a few wilés has revealed that
' there are ingstances in wh{cn the same personl Works in more than one
”'gunit. This i mo“é'SU‘in‘the cage of anits under the cooperative
' ‘socaetlés.i When thore iz not snfiicient work in the units under
the cQap;mativt‘;%h oY, the vorkecrs scek private employuent. '
The employmﬁnt f**ure of 3.0 lalhs therefore seems to be on the
ffhigh'sidel We may: Ea¢ely put the present total employment in
OOlr industry at round about 2.90 lakhs. |

4

A general comparlson of the results of the present aurvey
Wwith those of the 75- 76 survey of the Department shows that

1—-;

Fdlfference in.emplnymﬂnt figures mainly occurs in the gectory
.~ covered by. ratting, beating and deflberlng.

Sector of ActiV1*$ . 13i;;j§_yurg§x_ - 1981 _Survey

Retting and beating 1%4286 e 50703 544
;”Splnnlng and weaving - : 27059 | 216327

| AN aeems that the emplnfmﬂnt potentiﬁj, arrlved at in
'1973“76 on the basis of certain norms is very much on the high .
side. The decl:ne in employnont in the spinning and weaving
bﬁctor may be evylained as due to the recession in the 1ndustry.

|

I A






Chapter
§URVEI‘REEﬁ.f¢

The main'object of the.survey was to ddentify the actual ecoir
workers in the Ohate, This was done by Vs lting each and every
household in tLﬂ-villagen selectod Lor the shrvey and enumerating
the menmbers, if @NY¥a Who were actually w;fking,ln coir indugtry,
Baged on this, a°ligt shaving the nama and addareess and other
particularg of Colr Workers have been: prevared and kept in the
Taluk statisticsl offices.: Alvoz with this, a ligt showing the
adress of broducﬁidn wits in the cgir iﬂﬂUﬂﬁrE‘hHS also been
prepared, Thia List can bq'uﬁed ag a framne for future gample surve
on golir industry, “ '

After completion of the emiicration work, certain key items
of data of a basic nature obtained in the survey were tabulated
and aggregates brepared at taluj, Distriet and State'ievels, ,
.The tabulated results are digeisaed in the following paragraplis.

4.1 No.of Workepres in Coir induatry
.___,____...__________--——_.._________________ﬁ el 1 5

In the SUIVids 8 total no.of 2,8%,478 esir workers belonging
ta-1,53.143.h0ﬁsehm$d were idenlified and enumerated, Since almost
all the villages*having coir industry in one form or other have =
been cbvered in the survey, this figure can be considered to re-
vresent the total no.of coir workers in the State (with a small -~
margin to be allowed for the woriers ina few seattered households -
outaide the villages gurveyed). The tabulated'figures of employment
in the production.units,'hquVﬁr, show a slightly larger figure .

dis ~of 3,0 lakhs. This figure seems to be on the high sicd
since the same worker was somet imes geem to be working in differer!
units during_different days, thus leadiﬁg'tO'multiple counting,

Nearly 47.0 pereent'of Colrworkers are concentrated in
Alleppey district. M1ilon district has the scednd place with about
12.9% of the workers, Cannanore has the lowest concentration
Wwith 1,Y7%. Wynad, Palghat and Idukki districts were not covered
in the Eufvey as there is no coir industry in these areas, |
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The District-wise distribubion of coir workers is given ine

the following table. |
District wise distribulion of coir workers

District No.of coir.workers . Percentage
Trivendrum . i N2BI0 gty 9.98
Q1ilon ks 36548 12,89
Alleppey Pt 55085 | 46.95
Kot tayam - - 14738 5420
Ernakulam 18267 . 6.44
by OGSk S g 10122 3457
Malappuram 5 - : 01109 | 3,28
Kozhikode 5 | 28492 - 10,05 | : g
-éannanore'T f‘ o  4 4804 (Fag i :
"ttt MRS AL ) HIRE e ERATTRIe (b L2 . &
State * - - 283478 100,00

The major activity in the coir1industry in which the
worker was engaged was also pacertained in the& sruvey. The

| spinning'sectnr accountsrfbr about 72% of the coir workers

end the beating.ﬁéntgr.abéut 16%, The no.of workers in each

category olassified'accnfding to the activity is given in the

table below, ' ' |

Category of work No.of workers Percentage

1.Retting | TR T 1.72
2.Beating of husk il |
(including cleaning) 415832 ‘ | 16.17
3,Spimming 205088' . 72.35
4 Weaving . . 11239 - 3,96
5.0ther type of ‘work . 16448 - 5.80
All . 283478 100,00 2 B

The no.of coir wdrkers'in each District and taluk clagsified
by the activity they were eéngaged in is given in Tables I (a)
and I (b), i

AR 16/"'
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4,2 ége-sox_pnttnrn of colr worlccrs

B T T S T

The age-sex patterns of coir worlers i& of gignificance In
formulating welfare meuuufea for coir werkers, + The tabulated
results of the survey show that ﬂ?.ﬁ? of the workers are in the
working égﬁ group nf 15 to ‘60 years, Canirary to genersl belief,
children below 15 years formed only 2.1% of the toal no.of coir |
workers The remaining 8.6% were older peruons past 60 years of agu.

In the coir industry, majcerity of workers are women.
The '‘survey results show that nearly 84% of the coir workers are
women, The age-gex patierns of coir workers is given in the
following table. Detailed break-up of the figures are given in

Table No.IlI.
No,of worker:

&ge 8EQEE__ " Vaie Terlc . Total Percentage
Belbli 15 years 1375 4642 6017 2,12
15 to 60 years 38159 214939 253148 89.30
00 years and above ' 5145 19168 24313 8.58
' A1 sges __44679. 238700 293478 ___ 100,00 _

4.3 Workers by 159 . of Enterprige

While identifying the coir workers, the address of their
employees and the type of enterprise were also erlquired and recorde
't was found that about 76% of tiie workers were employed in hmuae-l
hold units and among them three fourths were self-employed
versong working in their own househnld unite. Cooperative QQCtDP
wag able to cover enly one .eighh of the workers. - Figures in |
‘he following table explain the positiom. |

Lype of enterprise No.of workers Percentage

Mt - Mo it SO 25 Phr #

Copperative sector units ' 35113 12.39
‘rivate sector factories 5240 VS 12 85
cmall scele non-household | '

stabliabments 27896 ' 9.84

1achold units |

*) as hired workers 548483 19,35

') self employed | 160381  56.57

e W e T s e S e S S e e S S e W S S e S S e S B o g S

AL1 283478 100,00

-
JIJ, :
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It will thus be seen that atiout 56, Gw of thie workers arc
gself-employed persons who wéork in their owix households with or .
without enghging outside labour. The vemaining 43.4% are wage
paid employees Werking in the productiica units of Cooperative

Soclétles, privase 1“31uuulons o1 ohiaer Lsusenolds,

District wisé distribution of werkers by tipe of enterprise
1ngwhlch they vere wmrk‘ny ig given in Tasis Yo.lIlI. ‘

e i  — — - W L T T B Ml iy — ol e g

4.4 Froduetion wnits in the cnir industpy

During the course of the euivey, the emuerators identified
194127 ‘production units in the coir industry. There are unita
where various process of nanulfactinring codyr industry like beatin:

of husk, spinning, weaving etc nre carried out. Of this, 449 8
were factory type units, 4253 were samall scale non-household uni
and 89425 were household wnits. he industry has a high concen-®

tration in Alleppey district. Nearly two third of the production
units are functioning in this district. The following table
shows the dlstrlct—wlse dlstrlhlt#on of production wnits in

colr industry. . :
‘- ; |
| Qiﬁi;igif , ﬁﬁb;nf production units/enterprises
Irivandrum i | 2202
M1ilon ¢ ' ‘8019
Alleppey Joie 62567
Kottayam ' - 5835 ¥
Prnekulam 3913 |
Trichur : 1228 K o
Malappuram 5952 |
ozhikode | 4259 * -
Cannanore 1452 |
Total 94127 K

I 18/-
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The prodnction wnits weroe uruier classified according to th
activity in which they were engaged, The tabulated results are
.given -below,

Acbivity of the Paterprises No.of units  Borcenbage
Retfing o afiatorin, 662 0.70
~ Beating | 2108 fih 18404
Spinning . 87724 93 . 20
Weaving ety 3025 330
Others 608 0.65
Total 94127 100,00

i L M e e — —ﬂn_—ﬂu_—-—lﬁ-ﬂlﬁm-ﬂ-—

Almost all ihe'prmducﬁjnu units din, retting,beating and

_apinniﬂg sectors were ‘in the lipusshold sector, while factory typé_
and other nonﬁhﬁusehdld establishments are seen in the weaving
scctor, i i

In the'survéy, 829 uni : reported that they were working in
the Co-operative seetor. Sinae some of the household units also
were found to be repofteﬂ as units in the co-operative sector,

the accuracy, of wun's figure nceds Turther verification.

Dietﬁibtﬂwise digtribution 6f the number of production
units is given in Table IV, | | '

‘4.5 Ho,of days worked by production units

Information on the no.nt days worked by'eachﬁprnduction
mit during the year was 5150 collécted in the survey. It was
found that due to varigug }eau:ﬁs like lack of finance shortage
of husk, accumilation of” stock etc., a large no.of units were not
able to vorlk throuzh oui the year, Nearly 40% of the units did
not work even for six mpnths. Only aboﬁt*29% of The units could

work for more than 8 months during the previous year, An
analysis of the data ccllected show that the private wnits could
zet more work than co-operative sector units. Nearly 60% of the
private scctor units worked for more than 6 months while the
corresponding figure for the cnoperative sector units was %9%.
The percentage distribution of the no.0f units by days worked

£ - -

L - - .
- - ALY ¢ ; “emp o ‘
-." . . " ™~ i, Ly e = > . A oa -h‘ ¥ - =
iy
= :
i

CRC R A R R 19/-
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in the previoun yeﬂr ig given in

nw——'—w-—-—---u--ﬁﬂil—-—im—.—-

No. of doyec worked in o 4 P?“fcﬂuﬂ”r ol UnLvl i o a s
uh? previoud year | Copperative . Privove Total
Wy gER R, T e L D AR RIS, T e L LA el T $1S C?i:_r’}l‘ S ORI 5
Lege th;nﬁGO doye - PRy 1.5 269 39
60 ~ 120 daye, o eI S el I 155 15 43
120 - 1b0 dﬁ‘}-h | : 3 '1 ?]2 ! "? | 3 ?i ' ': 21 I2
180 « 240 doys | U X o SO A 50,7 30,6
240 doye ond ﬁbove g i £ 2490 %9"0 st
2 1. Pobaly o 00,00 - 100.60 100,00 o
Debpiled distribubion of the 1o 5 uribe Ly daye worked ond wype

of netivity of the unis £ .16 it ehEa in Table VI,
4 6 Mochinery ond Lr‘*utmon & maed in produetion Viis

W o A———— r-i.r-—i-rq—-l- & _ e e

on the type of mochinery and aguipmerte nged and

production unit, were algo €O Tieched in the survey. A
Bxirockionof fibre .from hits i¢ mainly done by hond, but ®
t woe réported that in Gerusln unibhe moclilneg were being ueed . k'
A tose0l of 188 mﬂchlnec fnr extrnebion of fibre from hugk woe ®

reporved in the' gurvey s In gome unite machineg are being ueed for

cleening the huck. - A tovol of 510 cleoning mochinec wele enumeras-
od in. She curveys Mogt of vhese mr sehines ore in uhe umibte located

in Q.l]]""ll gigoriles s

[

In the sumvsi o tobol ﬂf 5807 vatbe, ond 12072 loome have

{, <
been enumerascd . Phe. oOme oYe INTV in Mlleppey diciricd.
Detoile.of varigus typﬁﬂ ﬁf ChanE UFEﬂ in vhe colr uniue

and Sheir no. are given in Table V.

4.7. Wo. of huske beavens -1 | | :
s
U s

—.——i“*—-‘—-ﬁﬂﬂq [ — g S — ——

~in oitempe wac mede in the survey to find out the
of huske beaben during ‘the year by enguiring wish the unive. he

figures furnighed by the proprietsre WELE Lobulaved tnd EEYES
Thie chowg  thas o souvol of 81 cionhs hurkﬁ wers beaven duvinp Lho

yenY. Concidering the fact thou vhe *tmue'c Annual productisn of
coconuts im 305 croree nutes vhe nucbayr  of hucke re porsed vo haove

bonten during she yeoxr geeLs
thot loarge number of huskeg are being roested illegolly in variouc

porte of the © Stnte. In o survey of thig vype, it -ig difficulv

to idencify. ond LOllECu

Lo, thot extenc Ll f:gurec on the number of hus kg retted will Dbe

. 3 -1 3
on uncelx epcliinu® 4

tn be very low. 1t is underecood e

dota on cuch illegal activitiec, Therefore ,
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