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Preface

Construction and trading are important economic activities of the State. "Wage Structure
Survey” is conducted quinquennially with the objective to study the trend in wage rates of the skilled
and unskilled workers in unorganized construction sector and paid employees in trade and commerce
sector over the years. The sampling technique used for the survey is multistage stratified random
sampling method in which urban and rural sectors are treated as separate strata. The stratification
being done with districts as first strata , corporation/ municipalities in the urban area and Panchayath
in the rural area as the second strata , wards in the urban area and construction units and shops in the
rural area as the third strata, and construction units and shops in the urban area as the fourth strata in

each district . 19 units in construction sector and 140 shops in trade and commerce sector are covered

in the survey. The data is collected for each quarter of the year.

The present report is an analysis of wage structure data collected during 1997-2002. The
report gives a good analysis of wage rates in the concerned sectors with pictorial representation of the

data. I hope that this publication would be of great use to data users and researchers in this field.

This report was prepared by the Labour & Housing Division of the Department of Economics
& Statistics under the guidance of Sri. P.C. Jain, Additional Director , Sri. B. Sreekumar, Assistant
Director and Sri. N. Vinayan, Research Officer with the assistance of Smt. C. Pankajam, Research

Assistant , Sri. Vasantha Krishnan Nair, U.D Compiler. Sri. S. Saseendran, U.D typist rendered the

DTP assistance.

The sincere efforts made by Sri. P. Surendran Pillai, Joint Director and Sri. Raveendran Paleri,

Assistant Director for bringing out this publication on time is hereby acknowledged.

LB BATABRRIASNAN

Director

Thiruvananthapuram
17-05-2004
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Introduction

The wage structure survey was initiated by the Department of Economics and Statistics in 1963-64 is
continued on a quinquinnal basis. The main objectives of the survey are to study the trend in the wage rates of
workers — both skilled and unskilled in the construction sector and the paid employees in the trade and
commerce sector on a regular basis.

Wage structure is collected using a sample survey methodology stratified sampling technique is
followed in the conduct of the survey with district as the strata.  The Corporation/Mun! ip.lities selected in the
urban area and Panchayats in the rural areas are the 1% stage-sampling units. The construction units and shops
selected from urban and rural area formed the ultimate sampling units for the survey. The 1% stage-sampling

units are selected in the Directorate. The wards and ultimate sampling units are selected in district offices. For
the survey 1997-2002 all district head quarters and one municipality in each district were selected for urban

area. For Idukki district Thodupuzha is selected 3 Panchayath from each district have been selected for rural
arca. As regards construction sectors 3 canstfuctiﬂﬁ units in each Municipality/Corporation and 3 unit each in
Panchayath were selected for the survey. Wages of labourers both skilled and unskilled were collected from 19
units in each district and average wages for urban and rural areas are separately worked out. As'regards Trade
and Commerce sector the entire shopping activities wholesale and retail are covered in the survey. According to
NIC classification wholesale trade has been categorized into 5 group (60-64) and retail shops to 5 groups (65-
69). Two shops are selected for each category for each Municipality/Corporation/Panchayath. Thus 80 shops
are sclected from urban area in each district and 60 shops from rural area. The wages of the employers are

collected on quarterly basis from these shops. The paid employees are classified as shop assistant and shop

attender and average wages are worked out — Details of the type of trading activities classified aCCGrding 1o

NIC code is given below:

a) Wholesale Trade

QIOUpOf ~  yne ook

Wi']{ t:;zs:le (1987) Description
I 60 Agricultural raw materials, live animals, intoxicants and textiles
2 61 Wood, Paper, skin, leather, fuel, petroleum, chemicals, perfumery, ceramics. glass
and ores and metals.
S 62 All types of machinery and equipment including transport equipment
4 63 Not else where classified
5 64 Commission agents

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala :



Report on Wage Structure Survey 1997-2002

b) Retail Trade
6 65 Food and food articles. beverages, tobacco and intoxicants
7 66 Textiles
8 67 Households and other household utilities and durables
9 68  Not elsewhere classified |
10 69 Restaurants and hotels

Details of wages of skilled and unskilled workers in construction sector and wages of paid employees in

trade and commerce sector for the period from 1.4.1997 to 31.3.2002 are included in this report.

Analysis
An attempt is made in the following paragraph to analyse the trend in rural and urban wage rates in

respect of various types of workers engaged in construction and trading activities.

Table 1 - Trend in the average daily wages of skilled workers in construction sector

(In Rs.)
Daily wages of skilled workers
Year Carpenter Mason Painter
Urban Rural Urban | Rural Urban Rural
] 2 3 4 5 6 | 7
1975-76 13.78 13.80 13.80 13.25 12.79 1246
1977-78 15.19 4.81 15.15 14.88 14.26 14.20
1978-79 15.70 5.23 15.68 15.37 14.94 14.98
1979-80 17.42 16.66 17.42 16.76 16.20 16.18
1980-81 19.33 18.66 19.36 18.75 17.97 18.08
1985-86 40.67 40.91 42.01 41.10 | 38.20 36.09
1987-88 50.08 49.30 50.04 49.32 45,03 43.60
1990-91 56.00 57.00 56.00 56.00 51.66 50.96
1991-92 61.00 60.00 61.00 59.00 56.93 54.26
1992-93 70.92 68.89 70.23 68.07 64.02 60.70
1993-94 76.50 73.57 75.98 72.75 68.81 65.21
1994-95 91.47 87.03 90.55 86.49 79.81 75.34
1995-96 113.85 109.45 112.83 107.59 96.23 92.40
1996-97 134.87 129,57 134.07 129.20 114.25 113.67
1997-98 150.00 147.00 149.00 146.00 127.00 130.00
1998-99 159.77 158.09 157.88 156.71 127.56 139.38
1999-00 172.21 171.09 171.94 168.77 14835 150.73
2000-01 184.00 182.00 183.00 181.00 160.00 160.00
2001-02 187.00 185.00 186.00 184.00 163.00 163.00
Deparment of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 2
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Table 1 Contd.

Daily wages of skilled workers

Year Sawyer Plumber Electric wireman
Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural
I 8 9 10 11 12 /3
1975-76 1323 ] 12.94 323 | 1290, 14.73 14.04
1977-78 14.90 14.23 15.12 14.83 15.96 15.20
1978-79 14.40 1432 15.35 14.41 16.00 15.35
1979-80 15.31 15.03 16.85 15.92 17.06 16.37
1980-81 17.48 16.80 17.96 18.08 1851 18.06
1985-86 4178 40.38 40.97 38.86 39.87 38.23
1987-88 47.04 45.46 47.:44 47.21 47.05 - 46.19
1990-91 5422 53.40 52.83 51.77 52.83 50.67
1991-92 5850  |*  58.68 55.75 54.56 56.23 54.43
1992-93 69.36 67.06 64.34 61.29 64.15 61.39
1993-94 74.98 71.14 69.04 6750 |  68.36 63.90
1994-95 83.20 82.04 78.33 7150 | Sased 75:52
1995-96 105.80 02.23 98.73 94.57 97.61 93.76
1996-97 125.88 122.03 113.83 109.64 112.23 109.31
1997-98 145.00 142.00 127.00 12400 |  127.00 125.00 -
1998-99 153.39 150.52 138.34 13839 138.88 139.08
1999-00 170.18 169.61 150.55 149.60 151.40 146.96
2000-01 182.00 179.00 160.00 160.00 160.00 157.00°
2001-02 183.00 190.00 163.00 163.00 165.00 158.00

]

Table 1 gives wage trend of skilled workers in construction sector for more than two decades starting

~ from 1975-76. Wage rate of Carpenters, Masons, Painters, Seaways, Plumbers, and Electrician showed a steady

increasing trend during last two decades in Kerala. It is seen that wage rate of carpenters, masons., painters and

plumbers showed 13 fold increase and that of saves 14 times and that of Electrician 11 fold when compared to

wage rate of these category of skilled workers in 1975-76.

The fulluwing graphs (graphs 1to 3) depict the daily wages of Carpenters, Masons, and Painters during

the survey period.

-
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Graph-1
Daily wages of carpentor
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Graph-3.
Daily Wages of Painter
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Wage rate of all category of skilled workers showed an increase (of 25% or more when compared to
the position in 1997-98 the beginning of the study period. Wage rate increase for different category of skilled

workers during the period 1997-98 to 2001-2002 is as follows:

SiA NSt Percentage increase in wage rate
Rural Urban
/ 2 3
Carpenter 24.7 235.8
Mason 25.5 | 26.0
Painter 28.3 254
Sawyer 29.6 33.8
Plumber 28.3 31.4
Electrician 30.4 26.4

Wage rate of Masons and Carpenters continued to remain closely and the rural urban variation was also
found not significant towards the end of the survey period ie. 2000-2001 & 2001-2002. Wage rate of painters
was found to be same in rural and urban areas since 2000. ‘Wage rate of sawyers in rural area stood high in 2002

when compared to the wage of their urban counterparts. The percentage increase in wage rate of skilled workers

in rural and urban areas is represented pictorially in graph-4.

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 5
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Graph 4
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Table 2 - Trend in the average daily wages of unskilled workers in construction sector

Wage of unskilled workers in Rs .
Year ) Men | Women
Urban . Is Rural Urban Rural
1975-76 9.31 | 8.48 6.54 5.93
1976-77 9.65 | 8.74 7.15 | 6.48
1977-78 10.10 | 938 7.61 7.00
| 1978-79 10.42 9.86 7.91 7.32
5 1979-80 11.45 | 10.72 | 8.85 8.09
f 1980-81 13.07 | 12.30 10.22 | 9.62
1981-82 15.94 15.22 12.22 | 11.40
1982-83 19.09 17.85 | 14.44 | 13.53
1983-84 21.18 20.29 16.10 14.81
1984-83 22.80 21.90 17.38 | 16.37
| 1985-86 25.70 25.31 19.42 | 19.08
| 1986-87 28.42 27.66 21.93 ? 21.05
1987-88 32.23 31.3] 25.34 23.26
1988-89 33.55 ; 32.92 26.79 25.32
1989-90 34.94 | 34.15 28.26 26.88
1990-91 37.00 37.00 28.78 30.00
1991-92 41.63 39.71 34.32 31.64
1992-93 48.66 46.34 39.38 37.23
1993-94 52.85 50.36 42.80 40.89
1994-95 63.63 60.08 52.04 49.94
1995-96 79.15 76.59 65.34 62.80
1996-97 90.76 88.47 75.76 73.73
1997-98 104.00 101.00 87.00 85.00
1998-99 112.43 111.18 94.06 93.44
1999-00 126.54 123.45 105.27 102.59
2000-01 133.00 130.00 111.00 108.00
! 2001-02 136.00 135.00 114.00 111.00

Table 2 gives the wage trend of unskilled workers in construction sectors for more than two decades

commencing from 1975-76. Wage rate of unskilled workers showed an increase of more than 15 times during

Department of Economics & Statistics. Kerala 6
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last 2decades. Increase in wage rate of men and women construction labors in rural and urban areas during the

period from 1997-98 to 2001-02 is as follows.

! Percentage increase in wage rate
Category of workers
Rural Urban
Men ’ 33.6 | 30.7
Women 30.6 e 1.0)

Wage difference of men workers in rural and urban areas seemed to be marginal while that of women

workers seemed to be significant.

Graph-5
Distribution of men workers
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Women

J0.6

Table 3 — Wage indices of the skilled workers in the construction sector (urban)
(base 1990-91 = 100)

Wage indices
e Carpenter |  Mason Painter Sawyer Plumber L\;j{:i;‘ﬁ
I 2 3 ; 5 6 | 7

1991-92 109 109 110 108:1 ] 06 | 106
1992-93 | 127 125 124777 | 128 | ¢ el 121
1993-94 137 | 136 133 138 131 130
1994-95 163 | 162 154 163 o] 148 | 149
1995-96 203 201 | 186 195 T v ] 185
1996-97 241 239 | 221 232 215 | 212
1997-98 268 266 246 267 240 240
1998-99 285 282 266 283 262 263
1999-00 308 307 287 314 285 287
2000-01 330 327 310 336 | 303 303
2001-02 334 332, | 316 337.5 309 ° | 312

Table 3 provides the wage index of skilled category of workers in construction sector since 1991-92.

The index calculated with base year as 1990-91. Wage index of carpenters showed an increase of 34.

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 8
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Table 4 - Wage indices of the skilled workers in the construction sector (Rural)
(Base 1990-91 = 100)

Wage indices

Lisall Carpenter ~ Mason l Painter Sawyer Plumber %T:;;‘;]

/ 2 3 4 5 R 7
1991-92 105 105 106 BT 105 107
1992-93 121 122 119 | 126 I8 = 121
1993-94 129 130 " 128 133" 130 130
1994-95 153 154 148 154 150 129
1995-96 192 192 181 191 183 185
1996-97 227 231 223 229 212 216
1997-98 258 261 255 266 240 247
1998-99 277 280 | 51 N R VR w3 274
1999-00 300 301 296 318 289 290
2000-01 319 323 314 335 309 310
2001-02 325 329 320 356 . 315 312

Table 5 — Wage indices of the unskilled workers in the construction sector
(Base 1990-91 = 100)

el Urban Rural
Male _ Female Male Female
] 2 3 4 5

1991-92 13 119 107 105
1992-93 32 137 125 124
1993-94 143 149 136 136
1994-95 172 181 162 166
1995-96 214 227 207 | 209
1996-97 245 263 239 246
1997-98 281 302 273 283
1998-99 304 fi 327 300 311
1999-00 342 366 334 7L N RO
2000-01 359 386 351 4] 360
200102 | 368 396 365 370

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 9
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Table 6 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Assistants in Trade 2 commerce sector in
Whole Sale Trade in Kerala (Urban)

Trade | Wages in Rs
NIC cade | 1992-93 | 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 | 2001-02
0 | 1311 | 1374 | 1595 | 1644 | 1769 | 2114 | 2413 | 2565 | 2691 | 2890
61 1396 | 1648 | 1899 | 1998 | 2256 | 2488 | 2749 | 2834 | 2975 | 3179
62 1218 | 1253 | 1326 | 1504 | 1585 | 2387 | 2598 | 2670 | 2848 | 2909
63 1078 | 1321 | 1605 | 1848 | 2203 | 2203 | 2417 | 2532 | 2597 | 2784
64 1028 | 1159 | 1363 | 1421 | 1534 | 1971 | 2235 | 2371 | 2497 | 2655

Table 7 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Assistants in Trade 2 commerce sector in
Whole Sale Trade in Kerala (Rural)

Trade Wages in Rs
NIC code | 1992-93 [ 1993-94 [ 1994-95 ] 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 | 2001-02
60 1262 | 1509 | 1822 | 1977 | 2192 | 2276 | 2326 | 2415 | 2453
6] 1399 | 1364 . | 1517 | 11867 | 1953 | +2057.| 2161 |- 2242 | 2278
62 1380° | 1241 | 1381 | 1534 | 2268 | 2156 | 2247 | 2371 | 2377
63 1283 | 1423 | 1812 | 1994 | 1776 | 1887 | 2264 | 2168 | 2237
64 1370 | 1524 | 1862 | 2060 | 1921 | 1994 | 2083 | 2158 | 2212

Table 8 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Attenders in Whol e Sale Trade in Kerala

(Urban)
Frade Wages in Rs
NIC code | 1997.93 | 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 | 2001-02
60 1015 | 1124 | 1286 | 1532 | 1670 | 1975 | 2148 | 2242 | 2369 | 2532
61 994 | 1102 | 1294 | 1350 | 1567 | 1736 | 1921 | 2023 | 2207 | 2426
62 965 | 1036 | 1166 | 1294 | 1414 | 1696 | 1788 | 1891 | 2041 | 2268
63 992 | 1118 | 1233 | 1433 | 1410 | 1708 | 1885 | 1997 | 2100 | 2243
64 1054 | 1158 | 1385 | 1583 | 1683 | 1703 | 1801 | 1935 | 2092 | 2323
Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 10
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Table 9 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Attenders in Whole Sale Trade in Kerala

(Rural)

Trade Wages in Rs o
NIC code | 1992.93 | 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 2001-02 |
60 950 970 | 1101 | 1208 | 1416 | 1760 | 1 ‘1919 | 2040 | 2121 | 2189 |

61 921 976 | 1087 | 1232 | 1468 | 1720 | 1906 | 12039 | 2184 | 2235

62 772 917 | 1011 | 1045 | 1827 | 1550 | 1584 | 1659 | 1823 | 1908

63 884 | 987 | 1062 | 1180 | 1376 | 11373 | 1535| 1663 | 1828 | 1908

64 | 1253 | 1142| 1372 1294 | 1471 | 1814 | 1924 | 2099 | 2224 | 2355

Table 10 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Assistants engaged in Retail Trade in
Kerala (Urban)

Teade | Wages in Rs
NICcode | 199293 | 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 [ 1999-00 [ 2000-01 | 2001-02
65 1416 | 1849 | 1674 | 2007 | 2015 | 2069 | 2072 | 2169 | 2365 | 2547
66 1503 | 1681 | 1826 | 1989 | 2125 | 2483 | 2640 | 2720 | 2795 | 2921
67 1132 | 1994 | 1495 | 1725 | 1632 | 1901 | 2161 | 2296 | 2433 | 2581
68 1304 | 1393 | 1703 | 1810 | 2078 | 2125 | 2166 | 2264 | 2276 | 2440
69 1395 | 1581 | 1698 | 1824 | 1940 | 2713 | 2814 | 2914 | 2995 | 3207

Table 11 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Assistants engaged in Retail Trade in
Kerala (Rural)

Trade Wages in Rs
NIC code 11992.93 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 [ 1997-98 [ 1998-99 | 1999-00 [ 2000-01 | 2001-02
63 1096 | 1387 | 1744 | 1915 | 1924 | 2043 | 2125 | 2380 | 2504 | 2589
. 66 1767 | 1509 | 1707 | 2063 | 2187 | 2588 | 2675 | 2775 | 2771 | 2633
67 1021 | 1335 | 1354 | 1610 | 1744 | 1620 | 1872 | 2121 | 2276 | 2366
68 1123 | 1360 | 1112 | 1643 | 1394 | 1872 | 2051 | 2237 | 2543 | 2579
69 1709 | 1689 | 1752 | 2109 | 1991 | 2223 | 2348 | 2613 | 2996 | 3035

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala
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Table 12 — Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Attenders engaged in Retail Trade in
Kerala (Urban)

Trade Wages in Rs
NIC code [1992-93 | 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 | 2001-02
65 __:_-rlﬂl‘-? 106 | 11541 1502 | 1593 | 1701| 1762 1915| 2070 | 2311 |
66 1014 | 1112 | 1248 | 1348 1476 | 1465 1760 882 | 2016 | 2165 |
67 | 880! 961 10s0| 1125| 1303 1462 | 1626| 1745| 1904 | 2071
68 | 922| 999! 1137| 1216] 1485| 1475| 1600 | 1719 | 1891 | 2098
60 | 1234 | 1362 | 1489 | 1666| 1755| 2406 | 2576 | 2692 | 2812 2925

Table 13 - 'Average Monthly Wages of the Shop Attenders engaged in Retail Trade in
Kerala (Rural)

Trade Wages in RS

NIC code 1'1992.93 [ 1993-94 | 1994-95 | 1995-96 | 1996-97 | 1997-98 | 1998-99 | 1999-00 | 2000-01 | 2001-02
65 950 | 1059 | 1281 | 1460 | 1568 | 1698 | 1825 | 1949 | 2151 | 2243
66 921 999 (1811 1261 | 1383 || 13441 "153R 671 | 1813 ' 1897
67 772 888 | 1039 | 1145 | 1369 | 1310 | 1454 | 1548 | 1682 | 1812
68 g’ | 1007 | 1126 | 1261 | 1297 | 1296 | 1448 | 1573 | 1849 | 1959
69 1253 | 1354 | 1504 | 1735 | 1927 | 2494 | 2611 | 2724 | 2890 | 2961

®

Department of Economics & Statistics, Kerala 12
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