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Preiace

The Vital Statistics Bulletin presents the Vital Statistics
of Kerala for the year 1995. The Vital rates estimated in the
report is based on the births and deaths cards received from the
Registration units of Kerala

The data entry work of the Births and Deaths Cards
were carried out in the Computer Division of this office. The
Bulletin has been prepared by the Vital Statistics division of this
department.

Thiruvananthapuram ,
31.06.2000 _ Director
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Vital Statistics Bulletin 1995 |
The Civil Registration System was began in India during the pre-

independence period. Still it is functioning under the Births and Deaths
Registration Act of 1969 which was enacted in parliament for the purpose of the
unification of the Registration of Births and Deaths at state and national level.
As statutory Act, it is binding everybody in the country. The Act stipulated to
the fine and punishment to the defaulters for the Registration of their vital
events. Even though the Act stipulate both fine and punishment the functioning
of the Registration system is not attained in a full-fledged level. The report
published by the Registrar General shows that Kerala has achieved 100
percent in Birth Registration and 90 percent in Death Registration

Civil Registration System is defined as continuos permanent, -
compulsory recording of the occurrence and characteristics of vital- events as
defined in and as provided through decree or regulation in accordance with the
legal requirement of a country. It provides a safeguard to social status and
Individual benefits. Birth Registration provides unique identity of the person,
records of parental relationship, place of Birth, nationality, proof of age fir
school entry, entry in service, obtaining a driving license. Similarly the death
registration provides benefits such as seftflement of inheritance, insurance
claims, claiming family allowances and other social security benefits. '

Apart from the above-mentioned benefits, birth registration provides so
many administrative benefits such as public health programs for post, nature
care of mother and child, programs of vaccination immunisation etc. Likewise
Death Registration provides benefits such as indicator_s' of existence of
infections and epidemic diseases and the need for immediate control .
measures.

The Director of Panchayats is the statutory Chief Registrar of Births and
Deaths of Kerala. The Additional Director of Economics & Statistics is the
Additional Registrar of Births and Deaths, Other staff involved in the system are

Deputy Chief Registrars, District Registrars and Local Registrars.

Source of Data

According to the present ruling of Births and Deaths Registration Acts,

all events should be registered in the concerned Registration units within 21
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days of date of occurrence. There after the events are to be registered with the
consent of the respective authority by remiiting fine for late registration. As per
the provision of the Act, the local registrar would forward the Births and Deaths
cards of each month to the Additional Chief Registrar at the beginning of the
next month. Based on the births and death cards received from Registration

units, this section has to prepare both priority tables and Vital Statistics Bulletin.

Processing of Data

During the year under report 557787 births and 162868 deaths were
reported from the registration units. Processing of data was carried out'in the

Computer Division of the DES.

Limitation of the data

Even though the Civil Registration system has statutory binding, it failed
to achieve cent percentage in registration of vital events. Under registration of
death events are still existing. This would be due to the ignorance of the lay'
man about the registration system, or hiding of some deaths of suicide,
abortion etc. Under this system, there is no measure to estimate the level of
uhder registration especially in rural areas. For the successful functioning of the
system some measures should be taken for estimating the level of under

registration both in rural and urban areas.

Births and Birth rate

Among the major states in.India, Kerala's birth rate is the lowest one.
The data collected through C.R.S shows that the birth rate in urban areas is
always higher than that in the rural areas in Kerala. This would be due to the
inflow of rural people to urban areas for obtaining modern medical facilities

installed in urban areas.
During the year under report 557787 birth events were registered, of

which the males and females breakup were 286480 and 271307 respectively.
During 1994 the number of births registered in the state were 533209. The
classification of urban and rural registered births during 1995 was 308786 and
249001 respectively. It is obvious that the registration of births in urban areas is
higher than in rural areas.

Vital Statistics Bulletin ~ 1995 4
Department of Economics & Statistics



During the year under report estimated birth rate of the state was 18.09
as against 17.52 in 1994. It is clear that the birth rate showed an increasing
trend in the state during the year.

An analysis of Districtwise ﬁgﬁres shows that it was highest in
Malappuram with 24.63 with the urban and rural classification of this district
97.33 and17.74 respectively. Next to it was Kozhikode with 19.59 followed by '
Palakkad with 19.35. Birth rate was reported lowest in Alappuzha with
13.24 Analysing the birth rate of urban areas it was high in all districts. This
would be due to inflow of rural people to urban areas for avail the modern

medical facilities established therein.

Deaths and Death rate.

Similar to birthrate, death rate of Kerala is the lowest among the, major
states in India. Usually death rate of Kerala shows a decreasing trend and the
same continued during 1995 also.

During 1995, the number of deaths registered in the state were 162868
of which the males and females breakupé were 93319 and 69549 respectively.
The urban and rural classifications of total deaths were 50826 and 112042
respectively. Comparing with urban areas, total number of deaths registered in”
rural area is higher than the former. |

The estimated death rate during the year under report was 5.28 as
against 5.38 in the last year. It indicates that death rate is decreasing in the
state. The rural and urban classification of the same was 4.23 and 11.64
respectively. Similar to the birth rate, the death rate of the urban area is higher
than rural areas.

Districtwise analysis shows that death rate was highest in Thrissur with
6.52 followed by Idukki and Kottayam with 6.18 and 6.06 respectively. However
Death rate was lowest in Malappuram district with 3.85 followed by Idukki with
3.92.

Infant deaths rate

It means the death of the person having less than one year of age. At

national level infant death is lowest in Kerala. This is due to the development in
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the field of medical, health, education etc. Total number of infant death
registered during the year was 5664 as against 5551 in the last year.

The estimated Infant Death Rate for 1995 was 10.15 as against 10.41 in
the previous year. It indicates that the infant deaths in the state shows
decreasing trend. Similar to the birlhs and deaths, infant deaths were also
higher in urban areas than rural areas. The rural and urban classification of the
same was 6.49 and 13.11 respectively. Another feature of infant deaths in the
state is the males death were higher than the females death with 3096 and
2568 respectively.

Districtwise breakup of infant deaths displays that it was .highest in
Kozhikode with 15.96 followed by Kottayam with 14.88. The lowest infant death

rate was in Malappuram district with 6.42.

Maternal death rate

The number of maternal deaths registered during the year under report
was 42. The estimated maternal death rate during the year was 0.07 as against
0.06 in the previous year. Maternal deaths was higher in rural areas than urban

areas with 31 and 11 respectively. '

Still birth rate

Total number of still births registered during 1995 was 3210 as against
2743 in the previous year. The classification of males and females were 1766
and 1444 respectively. Out of 3210 events 964 numbers were registered in
rural areas and 2264 numbers in urban area. That is the still births in urban
areas are higher than the rurat areas. The estimated still birth rate during the
year was 5.72 as against 5.12 in the last year.

Districtwise breakup shows that it was highest in Kozhikode with 10.46
followed by Kasargode with 9.63. However it was lowest in Malappuram district
with 2.14.

Conclusion

Compared to the last year the birth rate of the reference year had
increased in the state, The death rate and Infant mortality rate had been
decreased during the year. The special feature of Malappuram District is that it

Vital Statistics Bulletin — 1993 6
Department of Economics & Statistics



had the highest birth rate and lowest death rate in the state. The lowest birth
rate was in Alappuzha district and highest death rate was in Trissur district.

Both birth rate and death rate were highest in urban areas than in rural areas.

Vital Statistics at a glance from 1991 to 1995

Year Birth rate Death rate dcl:tt}:“:;tlc Slilr!ﬂ:)cirlh (?f;:ﬁrg:i
1991 10.08 5.37 11.32 6.08 0.09
{092 17.67 5.49 0.84 5.29 0.03
1993 17.67 5.38 1048 5.05 0.02
1994 17.52 538 | 10.41 5.12 0.06
1995 18.09 5.28 10.15 5.72 0.07
Vital Statistics Bulletin - 1995 ' 7
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