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FAMILY PLALNNING FESTIVAL AT CANNANORE
(11-3-1972 to 10-4-1972)

Introductions

Family Planning Festival at Cannanore is one among
the series of camps conducted in Kerala in 1972. A large
number of persons accepted wasectomy as in the case of the
two mass vasectomy camps held at Ernakulam, This has
helped to excced the targets fixed for the camp. The sub-
sequent camps at Trivandrum and Trichur also showed the
very same trend.

In the Cannanore camp, 15409 persons have been steri- .
lised. An amount of Rs,14,33,463/- has beon spent on this
camp which means an expenditure of Rs.93/- por sterilisat
iono -

The prosent study is an analysis of the socio-eco- -
nomic and demographic characteristics of persons who accepted
vasectomy in the camp held at Cannanore during the one
month pcriod from 11-3-1972 to 10-h-1972.

Sterilisation in Cannanore District

SRR | The table below gives the progress of sterilisation
“-.. dn Cannanore District sinco 1964,

Period Number of sterilization
19gh~gg .o 2024
1965~ . 2012
1966-67 .. - 2068 1225?11
1967-68 .. 2126 : til N
1968-69 .. ' 2186 (| Z8%ton in
1969-70 e 2247 § 7 yeers
1970-71 ] .o . 2310 ¢{
1971-72 : . 2403 |

It is seen that the porformance in the one month
camp is about 80% of the achievement in the seven years
before the camp.

Apo composition:

The median age of males who have undergone vase-
ctomy operation in Cannanore camp is 40.25 years and that
of their wives comes ta 30.9 years., In Trivandrum camp
and Ernakulnm lst comp and 2nd camp, the median ages of
acceptors stood at 37.2, 39 and 37.3 years raspectively.
It is obvious that the vasectomy acceptors ol Cannanore
camp are on an average older than the acceptors of other
canps.

52% of the persons sterilised in Cannanore camp
- are above 40 years of age where as only 41% of the acceptors
T in Trivandrum Camp and 38% of the Ernakulam Camp are above
\\b 40 years of age. One noticable featurc¢ with regard to the
' elonage of wives of persons sterilised in the Jannanore Camp
that 80% of the wives. are in the age group 25-39 as
inst 70% in Trivendrum camp and 78% in Ernakulam 2nd
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In Trivendrum camp, & proliminary Screanlng has been
dene before a person is accepted for vasectomy opuration,
Hoarly 5% of those who have come for vasectomy operation
have been rejected on the gtound that they are too old for
vasectomy. In Cznmanore camp, no such screening is done,
So, 8% of the perscns sterilised in this czmp are above 50
years of age. In Ernzkulom camp neld in July 1971 only
2,2% are reported to have passed 50 yearu (Table I).
, TLBLE T 7
Distribution of sersons vasgctogiggg_ggg their wives accord- . ¢
ing to age in Canranore _Trivandrum & Arn"kalam II camps ;
N - ™ . ﬁage of Jerqons sterilised Wives of persons sterilised"
v No. of Canna- Trivan- Erna- Wives of Canna= Trivan- Erna-
hgo- persons nore drum kulanm perscns nore dirun kulam
" group steri—- camp camn camp sterilis~ camp canp camp
lised in held nelaq helad ed in Ca~ held held held
Gannanore 1l in in nnanore ca- in in 7 in
camp Ltz 1/72 7/71 mp Ne. Wre  1/72 0 t/71
1. 2 3 Lo 5 6 7 ) 5 -,__,. —
‘? 15-19 . .. .e .o 82 0-53 0.51 0.3 !
120-24 L2 0.27 0.63 1.4 2031 13.18 20.29- 15.8
25 =29 924 6.00 12.47 12.1 4536 29.44 29.38 27.4
30434 2277 14.78 20,19 21.4 4108 26.66 23.eL 26,2
35=39 4084 26.50 25.76 26.9 3776 24,51 21,70 24,4
ho-4h 3505 22.75 21.61  20.8 793 5.15 3.89 5.4
hs-49 3266 21.1% 17,01 15,2 83 0.53 0.39 0.5
50-54 1038 6.74 . 2.2 .o .o . .o
55"'59 249 1061 () .‘l * o - .. L
60& above 24 0.16 .o .o .. es e ..
TOTAL 15409 100.00 100,00 100,00 15509 100,00 190.C0 100.09
Religion 3
Pecople from a2ll major religious groums have accepied -
vasectomy in Cannanore cemp. Thz differential zcceptance
of vasectomy by religious groups brings ¢o light thatf
Hindus are over represented and Xtians are fully rerresen-
ted and Muslims wumder represented if we consider the popu-
lation of these religious groups in the District.(Table II)

TABLE II :
Distribution of persons sterilised according to religion

3~ ___TOT

R

s No.of persons Percen- %age of population -;\
Religion sterilised tage religion-wise in vt
. Cannanore bDistrict
Eindu 12679 82,28 66,23
Xtians 1516 9.84 5. 40
Muslims 1213 7.87 24.30
Others 1 0.01 | 0.03 —
= 15409 100.00:{P;_ 100,00 —
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of the Iiindu acceptors are
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balow 20 years of age wille 143 of A'ian acceptors and
11% of Musiim accepicors ave below 30 years of age.
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TABLE III

of nrceptence of vascctomy opera-

Peligions
Ag;e-— . . o
croun Hindus X'ians Muslims Others Total
Nuwker % Nurber 9 Nuxber & No. % Numbsr % -
20-24 21 0,165 7 o.h61 141,58 L. L. L2 0.27
25=29 501 4,651 209 13.786 120,272 cr e 92/t €.CO
50«34 1772 13.975 239 19.722 20% 18.082 ... .. 2277 1%.78
2L.59 373532 26,279 427 23,166 324 26.7%0 1 La3h 26,50
e Loelh 2333 23,566 303 20.316 209 17.230 . .o 3505 Z22.%5
Ls+ 3275 51.251 256 17.5%6 336 27.609 ee  ee  H5TT RS.TO
TOTAL 12679 100 1516 100 1213 100 15409

Educatinns
TAues bl

soong the persons s

terilised, 27% are illiterate,

P - N - K nl - -
69% are Lir-arste below matric standard ard 3.5% are sLovd

matric stsndari{Teble IV).

favour voseciany woie than illizerates.
point bo he roted Lere is thes ths main bullk of literates is

from beloyw matric

stancard,

Tehie IV reveals
Ly intevesiing

tiaat literates

Cn 2zn analyvsis of the educational

starcdzrds of the sterilised persons of the varions rcligious
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grouns i% is seen that 27.7% of HinZus, A7.7% of
are illiterates,

12% of A'ians
tes in
Eerala as & wholie,
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If the accoptapce of Fawily plavning by
tpne literates is a conscious atienpt on the part of iliese
persons it is a Tevourable symptom for the future of the pro-

and
predominnnse of liverae
this camp is portly due to the Lhigh litsracy rate in

TLBLE IV | _
Distribution of sterilised males according to educa-
tional status arnd reiigion
Educat- Eélig}on
ional  windns X'izans Muslims Others Total
status “yo, 9% Yo. %  HNo. 9 No. Mo, 7
J11literate 3521 27.77 201 13.26 L59 37.84 oo .. h181 27.13
Literate buty,gg 37,77 731 48.22 462 38.09 .. ‘.. 5981 38.82
belsi primary
Primerx but 3512 30.85 512 34.17 272 22 .42 .. .. 4702 30.51
beloy Mxtric : :
fg:i;c . 458 3,61 667 4.35 20 1.65 1 100 545 3.54
TOTAL f 12679 100 15;§! 100 1213 100 1 100 15409 100
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Income:

The incentive offered per sterilization in the camp
is greater than what is offered in the local hospitals.
85% of persons sterilised in Cannanore camp have a monthly
income, less than Rs,100/+ In the Ernaiculam camp held in
1971 and Trivandrum camp held in 1972, the percentages of
persons with less than Rs,100/- are 79 and 48 respectively.
Persons from the lower income group are being attracted
to vasectomy camp in larger numbers. Table V reveals the
distribution of persons according to monthly income in
Cannanore, Ernakulam and Trivendrum camps.

TLBLE V
Hc.of per- Percentage distribution of
%ngzéy sons sterie- sterilised persons
lised in Cannanore rnakulam Trivandrum
Cannanore camp held cemp held camp held
camp ~din &/72 in 1/72 in 7/71
Less than Rs.50 2915 18.92 3.8 2.09.
Rs., 50 - 99 10118 65.66 65.1 . 45,70
® 100 - 1lho 1257 8.16 15.2 28.540
v 150 - 199 - 504 3.27 3.2 ih.31
" 200 & above 615 3.99 2.7 9.50
TOTAL 15409 100.00 100,00 100.00

Occupations:
The occupational distribution of sterilised persons

in the Cannanore Camp brings to light that egricultural
lebourers form L1%. The unskilled workers form 18% and

17

cultivators 17%. This means that 3/Lth of the persons steri-

lised in Cannanore camp are drawn from these 3 occupational

_Eroups.

TLBLE VI

Distribution of sterilisec Qggggghugccording to_occu—

A pation T

No. of Ppersons
Percentage

Occupa tion sterilised

Lgricultural labourzrs = - 6280 4o.76
Other unskilled workers 274 17.79
Cultivators and Tarmers 2608 16.92
Skilled workers ) 2140 13.89
Professional workers ' 285 1.85
Traders and Business-men 656 b.52
Clerks ' 343 L2.22° 7}
Other. services . 224 , 1445
No occupation \} - %2 g.60

e TOTAL .. -15h09 160.00
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Number of children living

The average number of children living to a sterie
lised person is 4.17 at the time of sterilisation. Among
the sterilised persons 6% have no male children living
and 9% have no female children living at the time of steri-
lization as may be seen from Table VII.

TABLE_VII '

Distribution of sterilisec¢ males according to number
of children living in each sex

No. of _Number of female children living

male o 1 2 3 I 5 6 6J§¥£Tota1 % —~

children /R

living

-0 . 38 340 303 141 51 21 13 S07 5.89

1 72 1675 1436 728 342 150 39 15 A4khks57 28.92
2 552 1615 1297 779 359 137 ha 9 4790 31.69
3 433 845 815 533 238 83 30 8 2985 19.37
4 180 383 385 254 117 47 14 4 1384 8,98
5 87 177 . 163 95 k7 18 1 3 591 3.8%4
6 36 64 47 43 11 3 2 1 207 1.34 |

;mgbaaﬁq 11 .- 31 22 17 b 3 .. .. 88 0.57
TOTAL 1371 4828 L4505 2752 1259 492 149 53 15409 100
e 8.90 31.33 29.24 17.86 8.17 3.1% 0.97 0.34 100

Impact of sterilisation on future births

15409 sterilization operations have been conducted in
the camp at Cannanore. These sterilisations have their effect
in saving future births as long as the wives of sterilised
rersons are alive and are in the reproductive ages. A4s one
sterilisation in Kerala will prevent along 2.54% births in the
course of 23 years, it can be seen that nearly 36139 births
will be saved by the sterilizations done in the camp,

Policy implications:

Even in a District like Cannanore, where the progress
of steriliisation under the normal programme has been insigni-
ficant, the concerted efforts of various Departments and
higher incentives could bring in & significantly higher
number of acceptors in the short span of a month. This should
be an eye opener for administrators, in lsunching an inten-
_Sified programme in Districts, which lag behind in Femily
ignning performance., In order, that such achievements may
not\be followzd Dy perieds of 1lull, it is worth considering
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The need to eliminate acceptors of higher age groups
is also obvious, Innovative methods of motivating Muslims
80 as to increase the rate of acceptance among tnem, have
to be devised,

Sunmary and conclusions

The bulk of the sterilised persons belongs to 30-49
age group. B81% of the wives of the sterilised persons are
in 25-39 age group, Consicering ths general ropulation of
Cannanore District, one can see that LEindus among sterili-

"sed are over represented by 16% and Muslims are under repre-

sented by 16%. X'ians among the sterilised showed the same
proportion as in the general population of the District.

4 substantial number of Hindu and Muslim acceptors bolongs
to the ages U435 years and above.

27% of the acceptors of vasectemy are illiterate.
69% are literate but are below primary standard. 85% of
the acceptors Lave a monthly income of less than Rs,100/-
75% of the sterilised persons are drawn from the three
categories - Lgricultural labourers, unskilled workers and
cultivators, )

An averagé of 4,17 children are living at the time

‘of sterilisation, 6% have no male children living and 9%
‘have no female children living at the time of sterilisa-

tion. :
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Demographic Research Gemre started in August 1958
givestopp‘nontyw

(i) eallc::hon of information on attitude towards family

(i)

(i)

planning which may be of immediate use in educaticn

programme and later help in assessing the changes in
these attitudes brought about by family plan.nmg

programme,

investigation of socio-economic  factors affecting
fertility which may lead to appropriate social action
for reducing birth rates,

study of the effect of family planning programme on
attitudes and birth rates in areas where it is being

implemented. '
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