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D.R.C. No. 65 FOFULATITON _£TTHIES_No, 109

PREFACE

Th*s report gives a dedoilod macount of
the different charsctoristics of the population
of the Kottayan District utilising mainly the
date from the 1961 5opulation eensug end thn die
fferent publicatlons icsued by this Buresn, ~Tho
report was mrepsted hv Trd (. Somasekbaran ﬂir,

Senior Reserrch frzisthont, Kottayem Distriet,

The report wzs revicwed snd cdited by
the Populstlon Nivision of the Burcsu in vhich
work Shri N.V.Gecorge, Resesrch 0fficer, Shri P.S,
Gopinathan Nsir, Assistant Pirector and £kri 8.B,

Iyer, “ﬂ*h*y Mreetor wara scseclated, ¥

Buresu of Economics
and Statlstics,
Trivenaran., 5-4=77
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1. Introduction:

1,1 - The chjecet of this renort is to discuss Shie vericus

chrreeterictics of the populsition in Totb-yrn [lo3rict onae The
n1C,

rreblems rnd implicrtioxr breod upan itho s
1.2 The present Kottryam District wre formed s ¢ resitls
of many territorisl re-rdjustmnents in the pnst few yerrs.
Ti1ll the intogration of the prineely St;?cu of Trovencors ond
Cochir, Kotfzyem wes tiae northorn mog 't Digtrict of Trevonoema,
In 1951, the then oxisting nrer of the Dn atrict won QLvicn
into cight tsluks. On 18t October 1906, two new Lzlulke. ©bu-
brncholes and Renjiveppelly vore formed.  After one montl ¢
vertion of the Digtrict wne tskex ovwey to fora thmn now ntta-
oo boaths walceh wnd wnidey ﬁha Jurisdiction of fho Di't*1cn

: fomotulon o Alleppey Districl ovid L7th august 1867.

Zommation of tho tov Bro-knicn Dightriet en 1ot sprild,

LAL

e
Lild o chn

P S R SR o = Vgt T s e
-ﬁ-*’v'w DLH‘_-PU teernme 02t ol Trarkulen ol T

[P ;

.3:-”;‘;-\ ‘_‘_0(11..}“,7}.,. "I"i I"'F"”ttupu -? v -'r.-"!t—.’l-k: ,:‘ .i."j,-, ‘F("""‘""'l‘
:I'f

b thoe Dehriet ng i i ~erert o wmnme Phae Tyl oe

-

1.2 T t lyinpg_ between north 1 titudes 00 157
]oan udes 75° 290 rna 77 oI is ;n‘:acd

rnd 10° 21

-»3-

118 Diatr
- )r'f"
v eng

.
i

-
v

e

bv Brockuls m,b richmr Districts of Keiel= snd _Loshviets
of Treil fedn on tre porvh, the westorn ghrta on the coet,

Quilon rnd Aldepper Diziriets on thoe ceuth ond by Allerncy
District on the woot.

1.4 With =n arecs of 68(0 Sq Km. (2455.54 Sg.mileg) snd
populction of 17,32,880 pcrsons (1961 census), the Kottayan
District occupios‘thc 1rst rank in resvect of srez snd the
xth repk in recpeet of populstion smong the ten Districhts 4in
For“Jr. The Digtrict is Givided into Oﬁght teluke viz. Dovi-
coirm, Udumbsnchels, Mcenochil, Veikom, Kottryern, Cheonpeanee
cherry, ?"nuxrr P‘ly cnd Peermade cach under the charge of &

Trhaildrr, fox ;tdri nistrotive purporne.

1.5 friong the ofight trluks in the District, Devicolon
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r.nﬁr'”‘“y, wilh rn oresn of £61.92 Xnm

orern (1774.15 "nd fellowed by Pearmndn
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wistration is the rovenv Loy -:J
adninistretion ic the Fvncnayra : nt thers srn 103
revenue villeges iy this Digtrict snd the ertirc sres ig
divided into 2 Penchoyets and four MHunieipslities,
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1.7 e mounyinevs smpid thartre of the western sast
which bouras trhc Diztrict on _ts erstern side, dominslos 1l
topogeaphy of the Digstrict snd shapss its climete. Rice,
Cocemues Trpiceos ond vopelsbles e rradopminantly grown in the
cm et mie e s A s T arviat wliTe plentatign srons 1ihs Man,
Ronhor spd Oordsmen ope growa ia pleaty in the -""t5?" hilly

I
Teplens,. 1n fret o‘n.J.u Digtrict L froouts for i+s5
tatton and o mrjor prat of L;E econcny of this Distel
on the evltivetion of csoh orope. This 15 1
fer Anspndi, the highest perk of tho mou
)
I
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pelicved to bo rmong tha Lest of IS
st Pallivrgrl, Scapul-m etc: aad 2 guite 2o

religicus rnd ofnentions instilnticns.

we poamber ef

II. Blzn sr?d provth of the populetio

a,1 According to The 1961 cenens, the to
the District is 17,32,880. o following tabl
end populstion in the veorwons Metricts of Vor

al population of
pivas the ares
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Ares in Populsticn
e

District - e e e :
TS e bt K. Aol In Lakhs Rark
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Trivsndrun R42.98 2125.00
Guilon 1827.22 4732.80
P leopey | 708.0%  1824.000 1
Kottayenm 2455.64 6230.C0

o
o
0 0
bR

=]
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Ernckulem 1289.46  3339.50 7 17.60
Trichur 155, 98 cO9E, GO0 8 16,89
Pnlghst . 1587.06  41138.00 4 13,41
Malaprursm 1512.64 2911.0D 5 J4.16
Kozhikode 1432.8g -~ 3711.60 5 15:88
Canhsnore 2191:25 5€75.00 2 17.8)
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Kersla 15002,08 22855.00 169.04 .169.04 -~
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Strte rre given below:

Teble II( ) Verdistion of DODll"uLCﬂ cinece 1921

) Kerela Stoto .. Foturvom Distriet
] Popula- Deeande %ngo Go- Goomo- Patuls- Docnde b’”C Go~ Geomne-
fear tion veris= ¢-~G2 ve= tricrl  tion velia- co-de va~ trienl
tion rirtion rote of tion  riation rate of
growth growin
1 o 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1901 0396262 .o ‘e T e 475427 . . .o
1911 7147673 7512411 11.75 1.1 559989 84562 17.79 1.6
1921 7802127 654454  9,16. 0.0 649768 89779 16,02 . 1.4
1931 9507080 1704923 21.85 2.0 8326864 232896 36,02 3.1
1041 l1031541 1524491 w16.04 1.5 1083329 19036685 21.77 1;9
1951 13549118 2517577 22.82 2.1 1327668 244339 22.55 2.0
1961 16903715 3354597 24,76 2.2 1732880 405212 30.52 2.6

{Source: .1961 Census)

2,3 . The rete of growth of populstion for the District
was slweys on the higher cide vwhen compared tothst of the
State, except for the period 1941-51 when it wes slightly
lesser then that of the Stste. This phencmenon csn n"ﬁnly
be sttributed to the lzrge serle ou*-n'gr"tlon, from *he
District to the Mslrb->» rogion of the Sis*e in search of
bcttcr living by sequiring rore lo nu ot legser cost. This
vicw 1s further supporied by the fret thot there sre a
quite number of Caristinn snd ctbcv fanilies in Kozhikode
and Msloppuren Districiz who lef:s theiv netive Digtrict of
Kottayem during the pericd from 1941-31. nother typiesl
feature XBx of the rate of growth is the eonsiderszbly high

. rate for the decrde 1921-31 for the District os well =g
~for the Stzte. Durineg this pericd, the geometrﬁc rate of

growth for the District hne excecded 3 percent per year
vherc-as for the State az z whole it wes only less than
two percent. The roosons that could be atributed to this
ey be nore thasn one. But the gane trond has heen noticed
in the history of Indien populsiicn growth, vhere the your
1921 is considered o35 the "grest divide®, The failure to
grow from 1911 to 1921 wes the vosult of the great influanza
pendenic of 1218-19, which was sevwere in Indin. Bexng‘
part of the nation, Korsls and not:“yrm Dizirzict was nowv
sn oxception to this ponemsl =ulc, The 7, couvled with the
slight over estinﬁtion in Tee 1831 eenas cecunt for Indiz
a8 #n whole, will sccnunt %o & grest ertont for the compa=-
atively nﬁgh *'*ﬂ ci growtl of populiriion daripe the
decadn 1921-33
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2.4 Yhon the trluk-wise g:owtn rf SC Ur DoTeleveion
sidered, the threo trluks in the highland rogion, viz. Lithor L
cholf, crnede end Devicolsn hwve &actni rbhnormrl ineroers?
since 1921, possibly duc o the fzet thot those hilly #2720 3
hrve been considerszbly utilised by the hewrd workiig umr. . a3®--
rists dvoring tho lest £ifly years cspeciclly during the :, o
deerde of tho present century. Inter-distriel cnd to sou '
extent inter-stete migrrtion mrinly from tho nOLghbourvnp
Districts of Trmilnadu might heve pleyed rn importrnt role ir
the pest. The comprratively lsrge improvoement in plontofion
cultivation like Ter snd Bubber rlso might hsve sttrancted pex-
sons from the bordering Districts.

III. Distribution of popul=ztion

- 3.1 An idea of the distribution of population smong the
difforent reglons, crtegoriecs cte. are of great fmportnnce for
o Scientific stvdy of the populction prob1vﬂ nf & Tericol. An
indiertion of the distribution of populs 518 the nopalatt Lq
density. Besides, the proporticn of the novu ctioin hotwan *he
urbrsn cnd rursl sress of the region is cowsL”f“c' 58 onn oA
of industrisl development vhich further leads to resess che
stendrrd of living of the inhs hitcrts.

3.2 The distribution of propulation in the natural regions
snd the tsluks of the District glve a picturce of the uncven
distribution of the populstion in the Distriect. The overall
density of the District is 272 persons per Sq.Km. (706 per Sg.
nile) zs sgeinst 435 per Sq.Km. (1127 per Sg.mile)for the state.
The District has got the lowest density smong the Districts

of the Stsate.” The following tsble gives the density of porule-
tion of the verious Districts snd rznk of the Distriet sccord-
ing to density.

TABLE III(a)

4

' . ' Density . _
Nzme of District por Sq.mile Fer Sq.Knm. Rank
Trivendrum . 2067 798 2
Quilon - 1062 - 4310 6
Alleppey | 2558 088 1
Kottaysn : 706 272 10 .
Ernskulanm 1442 657 4
Trichur 1455 ' 573 3
Palghst | 844 . 326 8
Melappurein 038 ‘363 7
Kozhikode 1108 428 5
Canncnore 812 . - 314 9

Rorala 1127 425 -

(Source: 1961 Census)
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3.3 The density of populsntion has shown substantiel
inerarse sinec the beginnlng of the present centvry. In 1901,
the density wes only 75 persons per Sq.Km. (194 per persons
per Sq.mile), but by 1961, the density rose to the high
figurc of 27é per S8q.Krm, E706 peryons per Sg.uile) recording
en inecrense of more thsn 3% tines during o period of sixty
yorrs., Tho corresponding figurc of the Stete, as # whole is
only 163 per Sg.Kum. in 1901, 435 por Sq.Km. in 1961. The
tcble below gives the depsity of populstion for the District
snd the Strte for sl1l the censuses since 1901,

TABLE III(b) Varistion in Density since 1901

Density(persons/Sq.Xm.) Density (persons/Sq.XKn)

Yeer Kottayenm Kersls Year Eotinvrm Keroln

District State Distelot Stato

1 2 3 1 2 3

1901 76 . 163 1961 272 435
1011 88 181 1966(*%) 315 493
1921 o102 201 1967(%) 325 - 506
1931 140 245 1968(*) 335 519
1941 170 284 1971(*) 354 533
1951 209 349 : -

’ (*) Estimated

v ad - -

TABLE fII(c) Population by naturel repions - Talukewiga

' Highland . Midlsnd Lowland
Tzluk Actunl Percen- Actusl Percen- Actusl oo T 000
. tnge tage trge
I - P2 3 4 5 86 7
Changsnscherry . .- 196451 .21.66 27930 11.03
Devieolem 123155 21.52 .o . T .o .s
Kenfirsppslly 72112 12.60 76674 8.45 . .o .
Kottzyan .. .. 318438 35.12 1036Q} 40.84
Mcenschil 87878 15.35 221952 24.48 e e
Pecrmnde 133635 23.35 e e . .o
Udum.ban()hoj.ﬁ A 155584 2‘7 l 18 ] » " L N ] L8 ]
Voikon e s 93304 10.29 122116 48.13
DIST. TOTAL 572364 100.00 906819 100,00 253697 100.00

(Source - 1961 Ccnsus)
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3.4 It cezn nlso be scon fron the tsble given below that
33.00 percent of the populrticn live in the pighlend reglon
which covers #n area or 75% of the tetnl, 52.3% live in thoe
nidlrnd region which oxtonds to #n aren of nbout 215 of the
totsl end tho remairing 14.7% live in the lowlrnd repions
which covers sn arces of 6% of tho totel.

_TARLE III(d) Arca and populstion - Reglon-wise

) Aron (Sq.Km.) Populrtion -~ Density
Reglon Tolunl  Forcontoge Retual  Porcort- PO 33.Km.
- . : o age .

1 2 3 4 5 6

Highland 4663 73,00 572364 33,00 123

Midlsnd 1298 21,00 906819 © B2.20 G329

Lowlend 399 6.00 253697 14,70 661

TOTAL 6360  100.00 1732880  100.00 272

.

' The density of populstion is highest in the midland
rogion snd lowost in the highland rogich as naturslly cxpeetoed.

3.5  The teluk-wise dotails of the populrtion in the
Distriet, according to each gex is giver? bclow:

TABLE ITI(e) Arcs, populstion and deasity - Teluk-wjse

: . __Ares in Density Total Egpglgplgd( 081 -

Taluk - Sgemilc 5g.Kn. Sq. ©&q. Yrlc Fé%?ial“"
. ' niic Km. 7

1 2 3 - 4. 5 6 - 7 8 ’

[ —

Ciengonncherry  101.15 261,98 2219 857 22443)] 112467 111944

Devicolsn 685.00 1774.15 180 69 123155 64859 5326
. Zanjireppelly  135.65 351.33 1017 423 148786 76631 . 72145
. Yottsyom 208.40 539.76 2025 782 422039 £12077 20902
Moensehil - 279.04 722.71 1110 429 309830 155772 1540gn
_Pocruade 504,95 1307.82 265 102 133635 69337 64208
Udumbsnchole ~ 413.67 1071.41 276 145 155584 84090 71494
Veikom 127.68 330,69 1687 651 215420 10737 108073

nist: Totel DABE.BA GATD.95 700 272 1759860 870580 850300

(Sgurec: 19F1 Census)
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The density of populrtion is biphest in Changan&onorry
followcd by Kotteyesn sna lowost in Devicolam ta;uk.\ Ir Yive
out of the cight trnluks the density is higher than thoi of the

Dictrict. The threc teluks where the deneity is lewer than
thet of the District, lic cntirely in the highland rcgion.

3.6 ° Tho taluk-wisec density (persons/Sq.mile) for tho past
five consus rcportcé in the following trble gives zonc inter-
esting conclusions. -

 PABLE III(f): Vepietion in density(1921.1961)- Teluk-wise

Populrtion density(persons/Sg.mile)during

Taluk ' 1921 1531 1941 1951 1061
1 2 3 4 5 G
Changsnachorry 885 1252 1600 2043 2218
Devicolan . - 48 83 22 121 180 .
Kanjirappelly 373 526 . 670 850 1097
Kotteyem 854 1141 1387 1687  &025
Moennchil - 574 722 g76 1000 1111
Poermade 43 82 115 171 265
Udumbs nehola 15 28 ' = a8 376
Valkom 868 1115 1264 1432 1687
DISTRICT TOTAL 265 362 44 541 706

! t

(Source: 1961 ccnsus)

while the inereassc in density wns betwoen tio and thwee tlmes
for the digtrict and four taluks, in the throe tzluks in the
highlend region, it hes further inere: noed, thn marirom incroase
being in Udumbsnchelz.  ThiS has been due to the twifaney

of the hard working sgriculturicte to occupy the ur-inhsbited
rrore in the highlsnd regions znd to bring the arce under
cultivstion. Besides this, the lsrge scole plantatiocnc

in the high land arca have sttracted considerable nmunmber of
nigrants to theze aread. ' -

Urbzn - Rursl distribution:

3.7 According “to the 1961 census, there are four municipel
towns (Kottsysm, Chengsnacherry, Pelai and Valkom) and three
non~municipsl towns (Sttwasnoor, Kenjireppslly ard Mandelryam)
in this District. The distribution of the pepulaotion amon:
Yhe rursl and urbsn areas in cach taluk 1s given belows

8oNntd. .. gen






TABLE III(g)? %&%%;%%g%% n_of rur -urbsn populsntions -

Rurel Urban -
> Teluk No. of Popula~ %Zngc  No.or Populo- %go
: villrges tion to towns tion to
' total o total .
T T2 3 7 5 6 7
..~Changanacherry 12 182055 81.11 1 42376 18.89
., Devicolam ' 2 123155 100.00 .. .e .o
" Kanjircppslly 6 124142 83.43 . 2 24644 16.57
Kottayanm 20 = 356465 84.46 2 65574 15.54
‘Meenaehil 22 204373 95,00 1 15457  5.00
Peermsde 6 ~ 133635 100.00° ... _— ..
Udumbrnchola - 12 155584 100.00 .. ve e
Vaikon 14 198002 - 91.90 1 17418 . 8.10
DISTRICT TOTAL 101 1567411 90.45 7 165489  9.55

(Source: 1961 ccnsuc)

3.8 The proportion of urbsn populmtfon is nmore then fiftecon
percent in the csse of Kottrysnm, Chengereehorry and Yanjirepplly
trluks while thot of the District s5 ¢ whole is nerr chout

ten percent. ' _

The ineressing trend of urbasnisation for'the District
& & whele, over the period from 1901 to 1961 aw is revesled
from the following: :

TABLE ITI(h): Percentege of rursleurbrn population 1901eg]

Percentsge populrtion

Year Grbon Rural
—————
1901 6.69 93.31L
1911 5.78 94,22
1921 8.75 . 91.25
1031 8.80 C 01.2n
18241 8,69 Q1. 3%
181 12.97 " 83.03
1961, 5.55 | 90.45
(Source: 1961 census) .

The sudden drop in the proportion Qf urben povuletign

- Irom the yesr 1951 o 1061 ig due to the faet thet +the six

yolsparsmbu snd Vondiy

wouns (viz. Azhuths, Evsttupcttsz, Munnar, Porkunnan, Trls-
poriver) of tho 1951 consus wore doclae
£oified #5 villeges In the 1961 censue., During 1011 ecnsus
the populntion of Kotisysm Monieinsl town {onc among the
two towns in the Disitrich, *he other boing Changsnaéhorry)
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has shown » downward trend, possihly due to the delimitation
of srca, which ascconnts for the slight decrense in the vrorn
populoticn during ihe year. _ , _

3.9 The areca, population and other details of the
four municips1l towns in the District seccording to 1261 census
nra given below:

TABLE IITI(i): Arce snd population of municipsl -towns

Arer on TopULr tLon(1961) | Denbity per
Neme SG. Sq. Tobal  Moio  comale D0 Sd.
- nile Kri. . mile .

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 3
Kottayam 6.00 15.54 B26R5 26850 25835 8782 33920
Changsnacherry 5.12 13,26 225764 21389 20987 82777 3106
Vaikom 3.37 8,73 17418 8685 8733 5169 1995
Pelsi ) 5.62 14.56 15457 7937 7520 2751 1062

(Source: 1961 Census)

Amorg the Munieipel towns, Kottayem, the hesdquarters
+own hoppane +o he th2 nost deneely vewnlated one, Lollowvad
by Changrnsacherry. &n important market centre in this District.

3.10 The distribution of villsges according to the popu-
1ztion size is presented in Tsble III%j) below,

TABIE III(3) Eigtribution of villages according ta popug
lotion 8iz8.

et

No, of  _ No.of villapes with population _
Taluk irhebi- /[ 200 200~ 500~ 1000~ 2000- 5000~ 10008 +
ted vi- 490 ©89 1999 4929 0909
slaged
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g 8

DOVicolF:_m 9 . P . 1 3 1 .s 4:
Udumbenchols 12 e ws e 3 . 4 7
MGQ'I&Chil . 22 e (Y . » L] .. 3 19
Vaikom 3.4 LK ] L] . e LI L) 2 12
Kott?’yam 30 L L4 . l L) l 12
Ch=apaanacherry 12 .o se e . 1 1 10
KFnij‘F}Ep?‘lly 6 e . e .. s ’ 1 5
P’JGI‘ME’E f.‘..a’ 6 - L ] » . l * :’: t.:;'a js‘:
LTET-TOTAL .lOl ve e 1 6 2 12 80

(Source: 1961 census)

Anmong t@e 101 Povenne Villages in this Dizirict 80 have
s populetion of mere +hsn 10,000, 12 £:11 in the category of
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population size betweesn-5000 end 92999, 2 villages havoe Lopu-
1rtion between 2000 and 4999, cix between 1000 rnd 1999 and
. one villege cones under the entcgory with population size-

_between 500 snd 999, The 101 Revenue villages arc further
divided into 509 census villages (Karas).

3.11 Tt may be noted that though the aroe of the District
covers 16.2% of that of the State, it accounts only for 13.2
percent of the total cropped aros of the State. 47.08% of the
total nres of the District is uncultivable (being under ,
forest, barren snd nop-sgricultural uses) and thoe available
cultiveble lznd is only 52.92% of the totsl. The density
with reference to the availsbility of cultivsble and there-
fore. worke ount to 1331 persons per Sg.mile (514 persons por

Sq.Rme) o :
IV. Composition of population

4,1 . ' The sge and scx composition of & population is of
utmost importance not only for population mnalysis, but also
for plenning snd administrative purposcs. Among the two,

sge composition 1s considered to be more important ag it 1s
the bagic for planning for cducstionzl frcilities, enployment
opportunities and old age benefits. In the ceme way sSo¥
composition is inmportant for tsking account of the maternal
=nd child welfere sctivities znd the like. In the prcsent
situstion when the country as a whole is facing unprecedonted
growth rate of population, retarding the cofforts for cconomic
development, dsta relating to population comrosition and
their implicstions zre zll the morc importznt., 1In fact, the
foundstion of the fsmily planning programme is based on these
information. As such it mey not be out of place to have &
short discussion on the dge and gex composition of the popu-
lztion of the District in comparison with that of the State.

4.2 The populstion according to age csn be broadly
grouped into five distinct categorles as follows:

o S L Age group
1. Infzsnts znd young children .e .0 - 4
2. Boys snd girls - ee -~ &5 - 14
3. Young men snd women - .o 16 - #
4., Middlc sged men snd women .o 35 - 54
5. Elderly porsons .. 55 gnd sbove.

: ) ™is clagsification, eventhough & brozd one, givet a
clesr idea of the level of dependency and other important implig
cations of this imporisnt population characteristics. The
proportion of -pepuletion falling under each of the abovc groups, °
Tor the District a3 well a8 for the State is given belew:

TABLE IV(s): Age distribution of population

Category Ago Percentago under each
- group Kottoyean Kerala
1. Infants znd young children 0 - 4 15.1 15.8
2. Boys =znd girls _ 5 ~14 28.1 - 25,2
3. Young men znd women 15 -34 31.6 33.5
4, Middle zged men & wonen 35 -54 17.2 v 17.6
5. Elderly persons 55 & shove 8.0 7.9

TOTAT ' Al ages 100.0°  100.0
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' The bzse hervy nrturc of the populstion of the Dictrict
as well ns thet of the atrte 4is & genersl rheromonon of the
developing countrics. The percentage of population under the
rge 15 ig 43.2% for the District while that of the State ls
41.0% only. Similarly the proportion of ¢ldcrly neroons is
8.0% for the District zgainst the corresponding figure of 7.9%
for the Strte. Higher proportion under these two zge groups
ineresses the dependency vurdcn on the working ropulaticn.
Even smong the population in the working nge group, # consl-
dorsble percentsge will be unienployed and wnder-ernloyed vihich
~qAa furtper burden on the carners. The proportion of the
populstion in the age group 15 - 54 is 51.1% for the State
vhile that of the District is only 48.3%. ‘lorked out on this
hegis the totsl dependency ratio (proportion of the popula-
tion under sge 15 and sbove #ge 55, wo the population in the
npe group 16 - 54 expresscd aco percentage) for the Dietrict
i3 104.9 sgrinst @ corresponding figure of 95.7 for the 3tate.

Sox composition

4,3 If the scx-wlse distribution 1s compared along with
the age-distridution, it will throw light on some imporiant
fontures of the populstion. The follewing table gives tho
detzils of age and sex distribution separztely for the ivral
end urban srces.

TABIE IV(b): Agpe and sex distribution of population in

Kottoyam

Rural - ' Urbzn . Total
Age-group Mzle Fenzale Male  Femzle Male  Tanslo
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

0 - 4 15.12 - 15.33 14.07 14.00 15,02 15.21

5 - 9 15.12  15.45  13.93  13.91 15.20 15.20
1o - 14 12.78  13.09 12.76  13.24 12.78 18.11
5 - 19 8.00 8.64 . 9.53  10.08 8.14  8.78
20 - 24 8,55 9.10 3,10 9.1 8.0 @ 9.12
25 = 29 7.83 8.17 7.94 8,18  7.84  8.17
30 - 34 C.43 6,15  6.76 6.00 6.45 6.13
35 - 39 V53 5.82 6.25 5.63  6.87 5.3l
40 - 44 4.21 3.72 4.15 3.24  4.21 3.74
45 - 49 4.6 3,93 4.22 3.08  4.35 3,93
50 - 54 3.15  £.76 3.09 3.12 3.15  2.80
55 - 59 2.70 2.49 2.68 2,74  2.70  2.51
60 - 64 1.93 1.83 °  2.00 2.08 1,94  1.85
65 + 3.44 3.52 3.51 3.79 - 8.44  2.54

ALL AGES 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00

(Seurea: 19G1L census reporte)






4.4, The proportion of female population appears to be higher
than that of the males upto the age thirty, while for ages
above thirty the reversc phenomenon occurs, Similarly the pro=
portion of females in the reproductive age group (ages 15=L1)
is only 42% for the District against the go;rcspondlng figure
of LL% for the State as a whole. No specific reasons could be
attributed to this without going 1nto urther detailed enquiries
{n the matter. But in general, the lesser proportion of
females in the reproductive and working age groups can be due
to the effect of so many factors, like higher maternal death
ratib higher pr%portion of females going out in search of

egp yment, higher number of males in the working age groups
etc,

L.5 In this District, women in the reproductive age group
account for 41.6% and 13.1% of the respective female population
in rural and urban areas., The corresponding figures for the
State are 39.9% and 43.8% respectively. '1230 labour force
population (15 - 59) shares 51,6% and 53.9% of the total male
population in rural and urban arecas respectively, against the
corresponding figures of 51,1% and 53:9% for the State. The

opulation of younger age group O - 1k is relatively hi her in
Pugai than in %rbg% asagn he %ase of the Statc. v e

L.6 A comparatively simpler index to study the sex distribu=
tion is the sex ravio, which is defined as the number ¢f fumales
per 1000 males, Kerala Statc has the rare distinction (along
with Orissa) of having more females than males amnong the
different States in India., But when the district-wise digtri-
bution of population is considered, there are threce Districts
(Kottayam, Quilon and Ernakulam)} having,more males than females
Aontrary to the general trend of the population in the State,

- According to the 1961 census, the scx ratio for the District

is only 963 against the corresponding figure of 1022 for the
State. 1t may also be noted that the sex ratio for the

gistrict is the lowest among the different Districts in the -
State., '

&17 The variation in sex ratio since 1901 can be seen from
the following table. The corresponding figures for Kerala
and India are also given,

Table IV{c) Variation in sex ratio since 1901

Sex ratio (females per 100QTmales)

Kottayam . Kerala India

1 2 3 . L
1901 951 1004 72
1911 . 9L,8 ' 1008 - 96l
1921 933 1031 955
1931 9h1 : 1022 950
1941 oLb 1027 gL5
1951 970" 1028 © 946
1061 963 - 1022 - Sht

-r — g

Ehe sex ratio during the period shows fluctuations, While
thore is an increasing trend in scx ratio for the State between
1901 to 1951 for the State, the figures for the District shows
the same trend only for the period between 1931 to 1951. Dur-
ing 1901 to 1921 there is actually 2 decreasing trend. For
India, a decreasing trend is noticed throughout the period
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except durlng the decade 1941 to 1951, Only the decade 1951 =

1961 has shown a decrecasing trend in sex ratio for Kottayon
District, ierala State and Indian Union.

L.8 The taluk-wise sex ratio shows an increase during 1961
vhen compared to 1951 in all taluks except Kottayam and
Vaikom, where the Sex ratio was on the decrease during the
poricd, The remcv““t figures arc given belew:

Table IV(d) Taluk-wise sex ratio 1951 and 1961

—

Taluk Sex ratio duri 1’1{1'
1651 1961

1 2 3
Changanacherry 0259 995
Devicelam 208 69
Kanjirappally 916 oL
Kottayam _101h 930
Meenachil ' 38 G99
Feermade 22 G27
Udumbanchola &03 850
Vaiken 1008 1007
District - Total . 970 963

(Source: Census Reports)

It is interesting to note that in gpite of the
inerease in the sex ratio in the six taluks the sex ratio
of the District has béen pulled down to a lcwer level,
because of the decrease in the sex ratio of twe gluys

TV{b) Religious composition

.

The +mnort it rcllvvona in this D strict, as in the
case of the Sﬁabe, are Hindulsm, Christianity and Tq an in
oraer. For the State, the rvovorﬁ*on ot Aindus is 60.%1%
cf Christions is @..?3% ond that of Muaolims iz 17,920, The
remainirng O OAN 15 nccountod by other religions. Eul in
Kottayam Districy , lilke urnuku"cn and J“?aﬂpﬁrgm tne pro=
gortwon of Hir dwo is less than Oﬂ“ half of the totnl popula-
tion, Hindus form only 48.G5%, Christians 47. 20% and Muslims
cover 3.83% of the hOuCl. The relovant figures for the
District and the State are given helow:

Table IV{e) Population according to Religion - 1961

Lovtayam Kernla
Religion o, Percentage No, Pereentaga
to tetal ty Betal
* 2 3 L 5
Hindnism 8,L8,224 L7495 1,02,92,565 60,81
Christianity  8,17,9°9 1.7 .20 35,87.365 21,23
Iskar . 56,310 3,83 3C,47,639 17,92
Jaers a7 1,02 6.143 Jall
A11 Religions 17,32.8 102,00 _7,69;03,?15 100,00

(Searc.: 1961 Census)
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V. Literacy and Wducntlon

5,1 This District occupics the top most place in the case

of female literacy and the second place in the case of goneral
literacy among the Digtricts in Kerala. +fhe percentage ol
literates to the total populavion 1o 56,570 for the bu tr.ct
npninst the ccryespending figure of LE, 855 £or the Stote,

The figures giving the literscy rates for 1951 and 1661 for
cnch taluk in the District ic given belew,

Table V(a) Growth of literacy by sex - 1951-61

Percentage of ligreraly

Taluk - ¥inle Female Total
1951 1961 1951 10561 1951 1961

1 ' P 2 L ) & 7
Changanacherry 62.44 68.55 53,08 GO L6 57.86 OhL,52
Devicolan 30.L6 43,07  11.46 20,72 21,03 30,49
Kon jirappally BLoG2  63.92  LL,CO  5hlhT L9.23 59,24
Kottayen 67,57 638,92  53.22 £9,57 60.34 0L,17
Meenachil _ 64,05 6h.57 53,61 55,84k 50,060 ¢0.23
Pecermade” 39.52 50,91 18,58 30,70 20,05 L2
Udunbanchola 31,96 54410 9,75 38,70 22,07 Ld.321
Vaikom 63.L2 64L.50 43,83, LG.,6% 53.53 50.57

District Total 50,32 &2.,41  LELST - 5O.5T BL.TL IGG5T

(Source: Census of india 1961)

Among the taluks in the District, Changenacherry stands
first as regard to literacy rate {6k .52%) followed by Kottayam
(6. 17%) while Devicolam taluk comes last (32.48%). The :
literacy rates given above arc with respect To the tot:.l popu=-
1ntion which includes childron under ag¢ five, 4 wmodified
index known.as "the effective rate of iitceracy" defined an
the proportion of the totcl literatcd o the populaticn exclude
ing the 0 - 4 2ge group cxpressed a8 a perienvage, is aloo
usod to measurc tho level of literacy. The effective liteoracy
rate Ffor the District works oub Lo 6%,6&%, the sex distribu-
tion being 73.44% for males and 59,56% Lor females,

5,2 The District enjoys an cnviable positicn in regard to
educational facilities, The C,M.5, College, Kottayam, started
in 1816 and the S.B.College, Changanacherry started in 1922
are among the oldest and famous institutions in the District,
At present the District is having 17 Collieges {inciudirg

Junior Colleges), 5 professional and training Collzgon, 1 {omp)
Medical College, one Homeo Medical College, one Urlentol

title Institution and 183 High Schools.

VI. QOccupational Stfuctutg

£.1  In the carlier censuses, the criterion for measurir
+ha number of workers was income, However during the
nsus, a.siight modificatd

n

Gt on was made so as to include as
Tomirnmg those wno worked ir Ffamily economlic activit-es bui

¢id nob actually earm on inconc.  Thus in the last consus,
the population was divided nainly into workers ard non~tt rkers,
The working population wad Purther divided into nine iro trial
entoagarict.  fre dintridbuvicn_of populajlon, anen
Lo L Ed

~
difterent categorics, of the Districd and tac State 1
below:






Table VI{a) Workers anid ron-uorkcers Lighl)

Tentayam Dintri et Kerala
c 0. Tosrmentong Mo, PCLCE -
ategory Lo tovel tanc 1,0
wotal
1 2 3 b 5
= —n-egl - = S S
1. Cultivators 113397 6,54 11?§]03 6.97
2. hgricultural Labourers €5170 4’591 976350 5.7¢
3. Mininz, Yuarrying, | ‘ ‘
livestock, fishing, k 142648 8423 187359 2,89
lantation ete, ¢
L. Housechold industry . 259727 1450 L88562 2.89
5. Mamfacturing ocvher i )
“han houscheld i 33GA45 1,95 529472 3.14
Coindustrty i : :
6. Construction o £C70 0.51 70702 0.42
7. Trade and Commerce 257GF 1.06 321633 1.90
&. Transport, storage | -
and communication 1 11006 0.6} . 152513 - 0,90
9, Ouher services - 115387 6.66 1423293 8,42
Total workers 565115 32.6? : 5630333 33,31
10, Non-workers 1167765 67.39 11273382 66.49
Total population 1732280 100,00 16903715 100.00

(Source: Shtatistical absotract of Kerala)

6.2 Workers constitute only 32.61% of the total population
of the District as against the corresponding figure of 33.31%
for the State. A noteable feature of the occupational distri-
bution of the population is the comparatively large proportion
cf persons under category three, which includes plantation

and other allied activitics and the relatively small proportions
under categories four and five (houschold industry and manue
farturing) when comparcd with the corrcsponding figures for
+he State and other Dictricic, fLonsidering the importance

of plantation and allicd activities in this District, the
liigher proportion under category three can be accounted for
to a grent extent. The lower proportion of population falling
under househeld industry and manufacture reflects the absence
o7 large, medium and small scale industrial establishments

in this District.

VII. Feritility

7.1 In a population which is not affected by migration both
internal and external, the. changes in the population is
governed mainly by the Zevel of fertility and mortality, which
v turn is, of course, contrelled by so many other factors,
social, economical and culbtural, Yhe simplest among the
indices to measure the level of fertility of a population is
the crude birth rate which 15 the mumber ¢f births per thousand
population in an year., The main ascurce of getting reliable
figures of birth rate is the registration data. Despite the
fact that the registration system in the Travancore area to
which the District belongs was crganised so early as 1895, the
birth and death rates obtained frem the registration data are
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Lfar Irom complete, Soyonal Fooadias eoncaneact B, wite Wlete
o Eoonomloy ond Grettoiuhed ave sevo Loty Lilaw Lot @ATG e
under registration of Births in the Stase is of the srder of
LO to L5 percent. A A resul® of the large excent of under
registration in regard to birvhs and deaths, the registernd
birth and death rates cannot be relied upon in studying tae
trond of fertility and mortality over time, Hovicver, the
Government of India has l1aunched a scries of short term and
long term schemes for improvement of Vital Statictics in the

Statae.

7,2 The annual birth rates obtained from the registration
data both for the District and the State since the formaticn
of Kerala State arc given below:

Tablc VIT(a) Rogistered birth rates

Kerala State Kottayam District

Year

Rural Urban Total Rural Aggban Total

mh— . AY -~

1957 22.73 34.29  23.8L 29414 30,56  29.23
1958 23.50  3Gah7 i, 60 25.72 31,08 27.02
1959 24,50 L2.50 26,23 28,97 39,98 29,88
1960 22.13 L40.09 3.92 27455 33420 28,07
1961 23,05 h3.,43 25.00 o5, 81 39,59 20483
1062 20,40 44,73 22,72 23.30 3L.19 2h .11
1963 20,00 44,87 22,38 23,90 L0.81 . 25,14
1964 21.38 L46.56  23.32 24,58 40,08 25,73
1965 18,65 55,90 22.32 23,00 L5415 21,63
1065 18,25 62,85 22.52 21.19 66,49 2he5h
1967 17.60 49,79 20,69 20,19 51,71 21.78

(Source: Vital Statistics Bullettins published by
the Bureau of Economics and Statistics,
Kerala.

7,3 The rate in urban arcas is higher than that of the rural
areas obvicusiy bececause a considerable proportion of the
cvents occuring in the hespivals in the urban areas will ine
clude events of the persons residing in the nearby rural
areas. Further the rates for the District is always on the
higher side than that of the State, possibly due to batter
registration and due to higher fertility performance cf the
women in this District. A decreasing trend in the birth rate
is noticed both for the State and the District except durirng

a few years where it was fluctuabing., Assuming that the
extent of under registration remains more or less constant
overtime, there are reasons O believe that there is a declne
in fertility at lcast since 1664, mainly due to the various
efforts of the family planning activities launched by the
Gevernment. ’

7.4 The birth rate for the State, as obtained from the
census data, during the period 1951-60 was 38.9 against the
corresponding figure of 41,7 for Ingdia c¢uring the period.
With a vicw to obtain reliable estumates of vital rates in
the State, the Sample Registration scheme was started in 196
in the rural arcas of the State. The estimated birth rates
based on the results of Sample Fegistration arc as follows:

Period Bivth rate. for Kerala
1905-56 37.% '
1950-67 37472

1967-68 354
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.8 The demnantision of the JemalA napulntion recovdir .
marital ohatuwn W G I ST T A Pl CULeiaT,
pattern of the population. According o the 1901 cenmus, 37.90
of the females In this DLotr.ct .J married, the correcpondisg
£ figure for the Statc beinz 36.5%, The distributien of females
aged 15 years and over according to narital ctatus 16 s
follows: :

Table VII(b) Percentage distribution of Females
: 15 = Ll _and 15 _and over accordirny to
nmarztal statug :

% of females Perzentage of femal:ao 15

15 = Ll and abkove

Marital Status Kottavam Kerala Kottayam Kerala
District Suate District State

1 2 > £y 5

Never married ka7 22.0 18.7 164

Farried , 60.8 65.7 65.6 62.2

"~ Divorced or Separas

. ted 2.6 L5 2oy o bt

Un-speCified Y .001 .e s

Total 100,0 100,0 100.0 .. 100,0

Though the higher percentage of married females and the lower
percentages of widowed, divorced and separated females o the
district of fem,les 15 - 4L as well as 15 + are conducive
to higher fertility, the higher percentage of never-married
vemalies, is iikely to have a lowering efiect on Tortiiiiy.

7.6 The proportion of married females in the reproductive

ace group is also indicative cf a higher 1evol_of fertilicy for
T35 District.  The relevant figures are given in the folloring
vanles )

Table VII{c) Proportion of married'feﬁaiés'(1961)

Porcontnge of marrted fernles o bhe
iy Fornl 1ati .‘ Total sulation
Age group Femole population To poculation
Kottoyam CLerala Kottayam Rerala
Distyricht State District State
1 2 3 L 5
15 - 19 19.5 28.5 9.9 14,8
25 = 29 &7.6 Eley 1 L3.9 Ll o8
30 - 34 88,7 8.1 ﬂ L2.4 L3,2
35 - 39 - 87b2 81 .24. LPOuS ll-OaS
LO - Lk £2.6 7345 - 38.1 3644

{Scurce: Computed {rom 1961 census data)
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The propors sion of married fcmale% to the total females

in eaclh apn Jivi. 300mS L0 bt~ hichew for the District than
shoat of tic utﬂu:, in A1 oprC BTOIRS -*ﬂ@pt 15 = 19, v e
+he roverse Sivaaslion coiulv. Twn ¢ anoidering the e ond .

marital otatus of womer in +he rﬂqvonuc““VQ ‘i 0- 'rouns,,gz

aon Lo inf‘c.rred that the fertility indices Tor o Diouvriet
ern he on o igher 1c"o thrn those relatine to =he snoabe,

Ihe lower p"omuuv“n of mariicd wenen in wi are groun 15 - 19
curn be due to o higher zgc e meorrlane fou r-r*: in ghis
Districty,

s

“H*ﬂ conjucture appears to be reasonable, whenwe re-
member that the female llteracy rate 10r tqc District is the
hishent ameng the Dlotricts in the ‘L“u’ and thab nearly
ona=haltf of the porulaticn ie account cd by the Ghristinn Co=
nrun¢ty where the oge ab mw"*~!rc nf girls is founa to ve :
siightly higher, The como hion in rogard
to the proporilon of mnr , ol rﬁnu*hb,oq
in ench ¢ age group for the Listrict wher compared to that of the -
State, i1s duc to the LicWest SIX Tavlo prcv:;;Lng in the District,

7.7 '.I.'hov.xg“1 the Sample Registration ascheme was. started in
3510Ct9@ samples in this.Disbrict”cever_
carly 15 af the teotnl, ro attewit hanioo

ctimnte the "1311 roies ot ;hc.r strict level,

- results of SUCVCYS COle
roughliy estin e crude birth
was near about 30 per 1000 during 1658
luction of 2 to 2 points during 1969

~=h rate for 1569 near yy 0
s 1t can be iﬂf rrad Thot Lac Bicth.
1ining trond.

—ah L

¢ his tory of the country as a whole has
ranid reduction of the level of mortallfy

t of iidcpewc?nvc and GsDOC'qlly during the
I smogent cenbury. The cimple measure to know
the level of mortality is tho crude death rave, | while the
infant death rate, maternal deata rote clbe, are indiged o know
the level of HO“*"“tj pccuring ve o sracific clasd or Zromp
of “he population. A in ohe case of pirth rates, the rooig
wrotion dota GO nob pro\ide reliable estimates of these LN LCeS,
for Kerala (ho. of deaths per 1000
cstimated LY A C ensus actualy
aEOings i

100 ll ALY ’3.4.?1 ia.g'h:(- Di

a%t birth during the perl od was

Kerala [E SO
Inlin Li.2U LO 60
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10.2 The present growth rate implies that the population
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17,3 The prohlem which faces the District at present is
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