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The present issuc is tho 29th in tao s?r{cs of
Newsletters published by the Demcgraphic Rocearch Centre.
it covers the nctivitics of the centre for the hwalf yoar
neriod from April to Sentember, l1S76.

A brief revicew or the cetivities of the Centre
is given in the following paragraphn,

A, Studics comnloeted:

1. An _Innovative sterilisation compaign (Report on the
fanily plamning camp during Santhosh Tronhy Football
Tournament at Xozhilkode £om 1-12-1975 to 9-1~1976

A new strategy in popularising stexilisation
tarough Mclas and festivals wiiers people cougregate has
beon successfully experimented with, by the Orgenisers of
this camp. The young pcople from middle and upzer middle
classes who form the majority of football levers is a
selcetive group, some of whom- Lave been motivated for sto-
rilisation. '

This report presents the characteristics of the
1018 persons who accepted vascotomy operation at the mini-
vascetomy camp during Santhosh Twrophy Football Tournament
at Kozhikode from 1-12-1975 to 9-1-4976, as comparcd to
the acceptors of normal programae  antt other mass caups.

50.10% of +the acceptors belong to the age group
30-39 ycars and 15.61% S¢ the age group 20-29 yoars. These
percentages arc higher comporced to thg ®ther Caps. 30% of
the wives of the sterilised males belong to the age group
20-24 ycars and 35% beleng to 25-29 yours. 69% of the
sterilised aro Hindus, 25.3% Muslims antd 5.8% Christians,
0f the acceptors, the peoreentage of f114 terate is compara-
‘tiveiy lower and the percentage of matrisy and gbove (12.59%)
is highor when compared to the normal proggromae in the
District.

Compared to thp pattern of accepilors in the Dis~
trict, thero is a'notable inerease in tho p.voportion of cleri-
cal workers and skilled workcers and a gharp decrease in the
proportion of agricultural lebourers, unskil led workers and
cultivators and fammers. The shift in the pzyitern &8s cvi-
dently due to the relative predominance of co.vriain occupa~
tional categories among the feootball lovers wzlo arc drawn
from urban and semi-urban arcas. '

The average numbexr of children bmim t!o 2 person
sterilised in the mini-cemp is 3.5. fThe averag ¢ interral
betweon the date of last live—birth and accepta: ice of steri-
lisation comes to 20 months. The average nunbe:? of children
living to the acceptors of the mini-camp (3.24) 1is lowe:r than
that of wnormal programme in the District 3.90).
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It is ovidont thaot this innovatiem approach has
yviclded better resulis of denographic effeet as compared
to the normal nrogramme.
2. A mini~vascctomy camp at the nrenises of tho Hindustan

Latex, Peroorkada, Trivendrum during 26-2-4976 tn 1-3-1'75
~ A pionenr mini-camp in the organised scetor

The study is intended to find out the feasibility of
conducting mini-comps in the organiscd scctor and its merits
over the previous nass comps.: ’ ,

287 industrial cmpnioyces from various Industrinl Units
attended the camp for wvascetomy, A prelininary sercening
and medical check up were condueted heforu operation and 27
cases were rejected due fo various reasons,

Out of 260 persons who accoepted vascotonmy, 227 ave
dindous, 23 Christinns and 4 Mﬂdl]“Sq

The median agoe at'vasectomy of the odopters of the
mini camp is 7.6 yecars and that of their wives is 29.6
years, They are identieal with that of the age at vasectoay
at the nags camp held in Trivandrva, 1 thoe mini~camp all
persons who accepted vascctomy are above 25 years of ago,

The adopters of the mini-camp sre comparatively betior
educated, Only 8% of the accevtors are illitcerate. Thrce-—
fonrth of the acceptors are "helow metric” siandard and 17%
arc "above metrie® level. The percentage of illiterate adop-
ters in the mass comps is about Tour times higher thon the
corresponding erCLthgL in the mini-~camp. The mini-coap aas
projectod a highor level of monthly income. Thoe average
monthly ineone of an adopter of the mini-camp is E.35q/—-
Skiiled workers, professional ond cleriesl workers, who fornm
71% of the acceptors, indicate the occupational pattern of
acceptors,

The avorage number of childron borm to o person vasce-
tomised in the caap is 3.6, It is rovealed in the study thad
tiie lovel of literacy of the adopters has direet influenco
on the number of children. The average nunber of childron
living at the time of adoption is 2.4. The average interval
bLtWOOH the dqtc of last live~birth and the -aceceptance of
sterilisation ie 31 months. Only onc—third of tune acceptors
arc havirg 3 or more children living at the tine of adoption,
Preference to male children is also found loosing ground among
the cdneated couples, The tendency to wait for o male child
to be born at the risk of too many additions to the family
is also weakoning in recent years among the cducated class.,
Lllitcerate agceptors have more living children than the
educased clacs at the time of adoption.

Tho mini—cnmp'conductcd at Findustan Latex is a ploncer
attompt to sturdy the foasibility of econducting similar camps
in the organiscd se ctor, I+ has proved a snceess which
Touid usher in an era wherein scetor-wise approach to family

aning will he She nain strategy.



2. An usvcsqmunf of the_camp performanege and the un=pratocted
Soupies_in_paipint Digtiict
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This Demographic Research Centre started in August 1958
gives top priority to '

(i)

(1)

i)

collection of information on attitude towards family
planning which may be of immediate use in education
programme and later help in assessing the __&‘.hangcs in
these attitudes brought about by family planning
programme, '

investigation of socio-economic  factors affecting
fertility which may lead to appropriate social action
for reducing birth rates iy

L™

and

study of the effect of family planning programme on
attitudes and birth rates in areas where it is being
implemented.
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