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FOREWORD

The importance of the construction as well as trade
and commerce sectors in the economic development of the
State need no emphasis. The wage rates of the different
categories of workers engaged in the -construction and
training activities play a vital role in an economy in which
labour has a prominent place. The study on the trend in
the wage rates of different occupations in the various sectors

~of economy is useful for the formulation of policies.

The present report is the fifth in the series of the reports
on wage structure survey. The report presents in brief the
analysis of the trend in the wage rates of the various
categories of the workers in the construction and trade and
commerce sectors and comparison of the same with those
in the previous years. It is hoped that the report will be
useful to the administrators and planners.

The repoft was prepared by Sri C. P. Gopinathan Naijr,
Assistant Director, with the assistance of Smt. Kumari
Valsala, C. M. Research Officer and Sri S. Ramachandran

Nalr U. D. Compiler.

K. BALARRISHNAN NAIR,
Director of Economics and Statistics.

Trivandrum,
20-7-1987.
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REPORT ON WAGE STRUCTURE SURVEY IN KERALA
(1982-1985)

INTRODUGCTION

The wages, being the prices of all types of labour services occupy
a prominent place in a labour economy. They form an important
factor of labour cost to the employer as well. ~ The wages paid to the
workers depend on the factors like the nature of work, the skill required,
the efficiency in services, etc. The erosion of the money value resulting

“from the frequent increase in the prices of goods and services naturally

leads to the demand for increase in money wages for adjusting to the
raising cost of living. = Among the various causes of the industrial dis-
putes affecting the peace and harmony in the labour front, the wages
and allowances are the most important.

1.2 The wage structure sufvey was started in 1963-64 by the

Department of Economics and Statistics and is being continued on a

regular basis. The survey aims at studying the trend in the wage rates
of the workers—both skilled and unskilled—in the construction scctor
and the paid employees in the trade and commerce sector over the years.

1.3 The Wage Structure Survey during the period 1982-85 was
also conducted as a sample survey. It covered the entire State. The

. stratified sampling technique was followed for the conduct of the survey

with the districts as the strata.  The Corporations/Municipalities
selected in the urban areas and the panchayats in the rural areas were
the first stage sampling units.  The construction units and the shops
chosen from the selected Corporation/Municipal wards and the pancha-
yats formed, the ultimnate sampling units for the survey.

1.4 Fresh samples were sclected at the beginning of the survey for

the-collection of the wage details. The urban as well as rural samples

selected are proposed to be retained for the 5 year period of the survey
from 1982-83. ° The first stage sampling units were selected at the
Directorate of Economics and Statistics by using random sampling
technique.  In the urban area all the district headquarters and one
more Municipality from each district was selected at random.  Three
panchayats each were selected in the rural area.  The wards and the
ultimate sampling units were selected in the district offices concerned.

1.5 The construction units for the urban and rural samples were
fixed as 5 and 3 respectively.  Accordingly from 10 construction units
in the urban area and 9 units in the rural area in a district, the daily

* wages of building labour were collected. , In the case of trade and
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commerce sector, with an intention to cover the 'cntire trading acm;]l-
tics 2 shops each from the Corporation/Municipal wards andd_t €
panchayats in the following 10 categories of trading activity according
to N.I.C.—1970 were selected. -

Group N.I.C. Description
Code
(a) Wholesale Trade—

1 60 Food, textiles, live animals,
beverages and intoxicant

2 61 Fuel, chemicals, perfumery, _

' Ceramics, glass ] , 1

3 62 Wood, paper, other fabrics, - 4
skins and inedible oils : .

4 63 All types of machinery equip- '

ments including transport
and clectrical cquipments

5 64 Miscellaneous manufacturing:
like furniture, rubber pro-
ducts, building materials,
eye glasses, ctc.

(6) Retail Trade—

6 65 Food articles, beverages,
tobacco and intoxicants
Vi 66 Textiles and readymade gar-
7 ments
3‘ 67 Fuels, household utilities and
., durables
9 68 . Others like medical stores,

book, stationery, building
materials, transport equip-
ments, petrol, cte. "
Restaurants and hotel, cafe,
lodging places, cte. i

10 , 69
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Secrion 11

RESULTS OF THE SURVEY

2.1 An attempt is made in the following paragraphs to analyse
the trend in the rural und urban wage rates in respect of the various
types of workers engagec. in the construction and urban wage rates in
trading activities. :

Construction sector

2.2 The wage rates of both skilled and unskilled workers relating
to this sector are collected for the survey.  In certain cases the wage
details of skilled workers like painter, plumber, sawyer and electrical
wireman could not be collected, from the selected samples since such
items of work were not undertaken at the time of the survey. In such
cases, the rate prevailing in the centres concerned have been colleted.
Now-a-days traditional sawyers are only rarely depended upon for con-
struction work and hence it is difficult to collect their wages from some
of the selected centres.  In such cases the prevailing wage rates of the
sawyers in the saw mills in the centres concerned have been collected
and analysed. Tables 1 and 2 show the trend in the wage rates of the
workers (skilled and unskilled) in the construction sector during the
period 1975-76 to 1984-85,
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TABLE 2

Trend in the average daily wages of unskilled workers
in the construction sector

Year Wages of unskilled workers
PUREPEPR P S
Men Women
A ——— — P —
Urban Rural Urban  Rural
R, Rs. “Rs. Rs. Rs.
(D - (2 (3) (4) ()
1975-76 = .. 9-31 8-48 6-54 5-93
"1976-77 - 9:65 8-74 7-15 648
1977-18 v s 10-10 938 7-61 7:00
1978-79 - 10-42 9:86 7-91 7-:32
1979-80 s 11-45 10-72 8-85 8:09
1980-81 ® 13-07 12:30 10-22 9:62
1981-82 . .. 15-94 15-22 12-22 11-40
1982-83. v 19-09 17-85 14-44 13-53
1983-84 46 21-18 20-29 1610 14-81
1984-85 .. 92:80  21-90 1738 16:37

The wages of both the skilled and unskilled workers indicate that
the rates were increasing steadily and continuously.  There was not
much differcnce in the wages of the carpenter and mason both in the
urban and the rural areas for the ten years (i.e. from 1975-76 to
1984-85). - Their wage rates in the urban area ranged from 1438 and
in the rural arca from 13-37.  ‘The wages in respect of all categories
of workers, both skilled and the unskilled have shown more than a
two-fold increase during the above decade.  During the period under
report, the urban wages of all the skilled and the unskilled workers
engaged in the construction activities were relatively higher than their

rural wages.
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2.3 The percentage increase in the wage rates of the different
categories of workers in the construction sector for the period from
1975-76 to 1984-85 is presented in Table. 3.

TABLE 3

Percentage increase in the construction sector
1975-76 to 1984-85

Category of workers Pe}centage increase in wages during the
period from 1975-76 to . 1984-85
A .

-
Urban ‘ Rural
(1) @ (3)
SKILLED WORKERS: '
Carpenter—Class 1 i 175-54 176-02
Mason —Class I - 175-58 176-60
Painter —Class T . 166-22 157-70
Sawyer . 169-84 17318
Plumber b 171-42 157-98
- Electrical Wireman % 144-53 141-52
UNSKILLED .WORKERS : ' . :
Men . 14490 158-25
Women ’ - 165-75 176-05

As regards the skilled workers the annual average rate of increase
in their wage rates ranged from 14-18 per cent in both the urban as
well as rural sectors. In the case of unskilled workers, the rates of
increase in wages was faster in rural areas than in urban areas, ag is
evident from the Table 3. t

T 1 e e e S N T

D e,
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2.4 Table 4 represents the average daily wage rates of various
categories of workers in the construction sector for the first three years
of the two successive rounds of the survey.

TABLE 4
Average daily wage rates of workers in the construction sector
C'ategm_'y of workers . Average daily wage rates |
. © 1977-80 1982-85
r A \ I's &—""“ﬁ
Urban Rural Urban Rural
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
' €3] (2) (3) 4) (3)
SkILLED WORKERS : '
Carpenter—Class I .. 1610 15-57 34-55 32:71
Mason —Class I .. 16:08 1567  34-65 32-69
Painter -Class I .. 1513 15-12 30-52 23-88
Sawyer .. 14-87 14-53 29-57 28-85
Plumber ‘ .. 1577 1505 31-45 29-49
Electrical Wireman .. 1634 15-64 31-93 30-67
UNSKILLED WORKERS :
Men .. 1066 9-99 21-02 20-01
.. Women -« 812 7-47 15-97 14-90

It reveals that both in the carly three yearsof the previous and the
present rounds of the survey the average urban wages of all types of
labour were higher than the corresponding rural wages. The urban
wages of the skilled workers come under the range 30-35 as against

- 13-16 in the previous corresponding round ana the rural wages in the
- range 29-33 during the period under report. In the case of the

previous corresponding round (1977-1980) the rural wages come under
the same range (15-16) as in the case of urban. As regards the
unskilled workers the wage rates of both men and women became
almost double in the period of study when compared to the previous.
round. This increase is noted both in the urban and rural wage rates.

2.5 Table 5 shows that the period 1977-80 witnessed 2 moderate
rise in the wage rates of both the skilled and unskilled workers in the
construction sector. During the period under review the increase in
wages took place in respect of all categories of workers, - '
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TABLE 5

Annual average percentage increase in the wage rates of workers
in the construction sector

Annual percentage increase

Category of worker 1977-1980 1979-1982 1982-1985

U ’ R U R u R
1 | 2] s | « | 5] 6] 7
SKILLED WORKER

Carpenter—Class 1 4-89 4:16 10-43 11-72 7-92 10-38
Mason—CGClass I 4-99 4-21 10-70 11:73 7-82 10-10
Painter—Class 1 4-53 465 10-93 11-19 10-15 8-02
Sawyer 0-92 1-87 14-83 13-37 12-58 15-32
Plumber 3-81 2:45 11-34 13-04 10-79 9-70
Electrical Wireman 2:30 2:57 1057 12-03 10-06 8:35
UNsKILLED WORKERS » :

Men cof 446 | 476 | 13-07 | 14-00 648 | 7-56
Women .| 543 5-19 12-69 1364 6-79 7-00

The Annual increasz in the wages of the carpentsr in the .urban
area was 7°92 peor cent in 1982-85 as against 4-89 per cent in the
period of 1977-1980 and 10-38 PEr cent as against 4+16 per cent in the
rural area. This upward trend is seen prevailing in the rural and
urban wages of the remaining categories of the skilled and unskilled
workers. Unlike in the period 1977-1980; there was relatively high
annual rate of increase in the wages of the carpenter and the mason in
the rural areas during the period under report. It is.also seen that
the percentageincrease in the rural wages-of the painter ang electrical
wireman is lower than the percentage increase in the uphay - wages
during the. period 1982-85 unlike in  the. corresponding period of tghe
pravious round, It is worth to note that between 1979 ang 1982, the
period which proceeded the period 19821985, there wag.a soaring rise
in'the wage rates.of the workers, 1979-1982 marked faster ratgc of
increase in the wages of the workers both in the rura] and urban
sectors, when compared ‘to other two periods.  The- variation in the
rate of rise in the wages existed during the period among the different
categories of workers may be due to its dependence on  the nature of
. occupation and the skill required for the exccution of the work and

urban-rural differentials. Though the unskilled wor an

: : : k
been fairly paid during the period 1979-1982 in the tgl\‘:nsh::g ?}?;
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Panchayats the rate of increase in -their wages was comparatively
higher than that of the skilled workers. The pace of wage-rise in
respect of the workers during the period may be attributed to many
factors in particular to the development in the social status, paucity of
the workers especially skilled workers to meet the demands influx of
money from foreign countries etc.

- 2.6 The District—wise figur=s on the wages of the different cate-
gories of the skilled and unskilled workers in the construction sector
are shown in the appendices 1.1 t0 1.6. For the district—wise analysis,
the wage rates of only carpenter and Mason (among the skilled
workers} are considered. The analysis reveals that the average wage
rates for the carpentary and masonry labour during the period under
revicw were the highest in Kozhikode district and the lowest in
Palghat District as in the corresponding period of the previous round.

TABLE 6

Comparison of Average daily wages of Carpenter and Mason in the
construction sector—District-wise

(Amount in Rs.)

Average daily wages

Carpenter * Mason
District

1977-1980 1982-1985 1977-1980 1982-1985

U R U "R U R U R

1 | 2| 8| 4 | 5 6| 7] 8 | o
Trivandrum v .. 15°15 | 15-21 130 22 | 29-29 ; 15-41 | 15-94 | 30-25 | 28-62
uilon ..| 16-48 | 16-26- 35-83 : 33-78 | 16-48 1 16-27 | 35-92 | 33-78
?chppcy .. 15:92 ) 15-52 | 35-09 | 32-16 | 15-96 | 15-53 | 35:02 | 32-15
Kottayam : .| 15°63 | 15-58 | 34:32 | 33-47  15-72 1 15-59 | 34-09 | 33-69
Tdukki ..] 16091 15-99 | 34-72 | 33-16 | 16-29 | 16-09 | 34-65 | 33-30
Ernakulam ..115:92 | 15-75{32-94 | 32-55 | 15-92 | 15-75 | 3292 | 32-78
Trichur ..| 1645 | 16-10 | 37-04 { 36-12 | 16-44 | 16-29 | 37-20 | 36-39
Palghat L] 13-74 | 12:72 1 29°47 { 27-74 | 13-42 | 12-94 | 3009 | 27-67
Malappuram .1 16:27 | 15-39 | 35-89 | 34-54 | 16-42 | 15-34 | 35-93 | 34-43
Kozhikode ..|17-88 | 17-19(38-75 | 36-91 | 17-89 | 16-86 | 38-75 | 37-00
Cannanore *..417-59 ] 15-50 ( 35-78 | 30-21 | 16-97 | 15-78 | 36-30 | 29-70
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TABLE 7

Comparison of Average daily wages of unskilled workers in the
construction sector—District-wise
(Amount in Rs.)

Average daily wages of unskilled workers

Men Women
District -
1977-1980 1982-1985 1977-1980 1982-1985
U R U R 19) R.| U R
4 ]
1 | 2 | 3 [ 4+ | 5] 6] 7 | 8| o
| 7
Trivandrum ..| 9-51|10-12|18-79 | 16-85| 8-47| 8-56|12-29| 12-19
Quilon .-f 990 9-77121-88{20-94| 841! 8-05!19:58 | 18+6]
Alleppey .«| 11-09 | 9-89|21-88|20:62| 8-72| 7-68]17-88| 15-99
Kottayam .| 10-24} 9-7620-12 | 1989 | 8-21| 8-00|17-17] 18-16
Idukki .| 10-71| 9-48|19:47 1 17:70{ 8-49| 7-70] 15-16 13-52
Ernakulam .} 12141 °9-94 1 18-92 | 18-92 | 8-85| 7:26(13-52 | 13-96
Trichur ..| 10-67 { 10-48 [ 2399 | 25-65 | 7-74| 6-75|16-15| 15-38
Palghat «o| 7971 8-11|14°64 | 13-92 | 5-84{ 5-55| 9-99| 9.37
Malappuram ..110-28 | 9-29,23-6622-88 | 8-01| 6-92|17-41| 16-78
Kozhikode .. 12-61 | 11-86 | 26-67 | 22:58 | 8-54| 8-30|21-63 | 19-8] -
Cannanore -.{12:06 | 11-16 | 21-25 | 20-19 | 8-07 7'44-| 14-93 | 13-51

2.7 In the tables (table 8 and table 9) the percentage increases
in the urban and rural wages of the skilled and the unskilled workers
in the construction sector in the various districts for the period
1977-1980 and 1982-1985 are compared. Both in the case of carpenter
and mason the maximum rate of increase in urban wagss  was
recorded in Trivandrum District and in rural wages in Cannanore
District during the period under report. |

.

TR

I e
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TABLE 8
Percentage increase (District-wise) in the wage rates of carpenter

and Mason in the construction sector during
the period 1977-1980 and 1982-1985

Annual percentage increase in the wages
Carpenter Mason
District -
1977-1980 | 1982-1985 1677-1980 1982-1985
U R |U | R |U R | U R
1 | 2| 8! 4 | 5 | 6] 78 | o
Trivandrum 4-38 | 4-43)10-81} 4.03] 526 5-28|11-00 503
Quilon 5:50| 4:19/10°03 | 12-41{ 550 | 4-19| 9-G8| 1241
Alleppey 5-15| 3-38| 7-51| 9-11| 4-82 | 3-771 7-51 9-64
Kottayam 5:76 1 4:03 814 11-02| 580] 4-24| 8:68| 10-41
Idukki 5-65| 522! 3-5412:04| 6-381 5:27 4-40| 11-24
Ernakulam 5:56 | 444 9:52,11-06; 5-56| 44| 9:64| 9:95
Trichur 4-94| 4-55110-36 | 11-77 | 4-94| 481 8:66{ 10:26
Palghat 4:21| 4+37| 620 560} 3-92| 3-91| 545 451
Malappuram 403 2°94| 8+96|11-33} 3-74| 2-21| 8:48| 12:95
Kozhikode 5:39| 4-55| 595 9-76; 5-48| 5-21}| 595 9-43
Cannanore 349 3-33| 6:9515-83! 3-60¢f 2-91| 7:42 15-13

It is also evident that apart from the districts of Trivandrum and
Cannanore, the districts of Quilon, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Trichur
and Malappuram marked considerably higher rate of increase in the
urban wages of the carpenter during the period 1982-1985 when
compared to the corresponding period of the previous round. In the
case of mason also a similar pattern of increase in their urban wages was
visible in the latter period in the districts of Trivandrum, Quilon,
Ernakulam, Trichur, Malappuram and Cannanore. As far as the
rural wages of those two categorics of the skilled workers are concerned,
the rate of increase in the period 1982-1985 in all the districts except
Trivandrum and Palghat was comparatively much higher than that in

the former period (1977-1980).
2.8 Asregards the unskilled worker the annual rate of increase

in the wages of men ranged from 2-11 per cent in the urban area and
4-11 per cent in the rural area during the period under review.
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TABLE 9

Percentage increase (District-wise) in the wage rate of unskilled
workers in the construction sector during the
period 1977-1980 and 1980-1985

Annual percentage increase in the wages of the
. unskilled workers
) Men - Women
District
1977-1980 1982-1985 1977-1980 1982-1985
U R u R u R U R
1 | 2 | 8] «| 5] s | 7| 8] o
Trivandrum .| 661 7-98(10-18| 3-73| 7-26| 6-46| 5-53| 1-39
Quilon 6-25( 3-85| 6-73| 8-84| 599 | 4:40| 6:63| 7-62
Alleppey 6-87 ) 5-87! 4-56| 530 | 8-10| 4-62| +69| 2-87
Kottayam 2-75§ 4-23} 5-14| 9-41| 3-67( 3-23{ 475 ‘e
Tdukki 5731 6-30| 2-29| 8-23| 5-13| 6-23| 2-16| 8-31
Ernakulam 3-38; 1-30(10-94|10-9%4| 5-38| 2:53| 7-14| 6-56
Trichur 3-03| 3-59| 6:76| 661 | 3-53| 603| 7-72| 6-49
Palghat 1-58 | 2-88| 4-72| 6-33| 2:86] 6-25| 5:05| 5-54
Malappuram 3-49( 2-80| 6-98( 7-77| 3-53| 3-56| 9-42| .8-89
Kozhikode 6-64( 9-37| 7-02| 5-22| 6-58| 8-62| 889 | 661
Cannanore 3-88) 3-98| 6-27|11-24| 7-04| 5-55]12-28] 11-19

These ranges in the case of women workers were 2-12 per cent and
1-11 per cent in urban and rural sectors respectively. The maximum
rate of increase in the wages of men was recorded” in Ernakulam
district in the urban arza and in Cannanore district in the rural area.
Cannanore district had the maximum percentage increase in both the
urban and rural wages of women during the period. Idukki district
in urban wages and Trivandrum district in rural wages showed the
lowzst rate of increase. The annual percentage increase in the urban
and the rural wages of both men and women workers in the carly years
of the present round was comparatively lower in Alleppey district than
that in the corresponding period of the previous round. Similarly, the
period 1982-1985 witnessed the lower rats of incrcase in the wibar
wages of both men and women in the district of Icdukki- and in the
rural wages of the unskilled workers, in Trivandrum district. The
difference in urban-rural wages in the district reflects to some extent
the variation in the availability and demand of workers: . - .

Wage Indices

2.9 The comparison of the wage indices of the v

) : S arious categories
of workers engaged in the construction szctor is useful

forthe planners
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and administrators to ascertain the trend in the wage rates and wage
differentials in respect of diffcrent types of labour. The wage indices
of both the skilled and the unskilled workers in the construction scctor,
worked out taking 1977-78 as the base year arc shown in Table 10-12.

TABLE 10

Wage indices of the skilled workers in the construction
sector (urban) during the period 1977—1985

(Base 1977-78=100)

Wage indices
- Year 8 - =5
.- = 5 8 2 TE
£ 2 2 £ £ 58
5 K| 2 2 i R4
&) = ~ w2 ~ ]
1 |7 4 3 O
i . 1
1978-79 103 . 103 105 97 102 100
1979-80 115 - 115 114 103 111. 107
1980-81 127 128 126 117 . 119 116
1981-82 151 152 151 148 149 141
1982-83 202 203 -183 174 179 173
1983-84 230 232 220 182 207 201
1984 -85 250 251 239 240 238 226
TABLE 11

Wage indices in respect of the skilled workers ia the construction
sector (rural) during the permd 1977—1985

(Base 1977-78=100)

Wage indices

Year B . = 5
g g g 5 5 | 2&
£ 3 = £ g ol
g ) ‘S 1 - 2

6} = ~ % = =
1 | 2 3 | 4 | s | 6 | 7
1978-79 103 103 7105 101 97 101
1979-80 112 113 114 106 107 108
1980-81 126 126 127 118 122 119
1981-82 152 152 152 148 149 147
1982-83 189 189 182 170 174 178
1983-84 226 294 202 190 198 204
1984-85 248 246 226 248 224 223

1

68/507—2
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"TABLE 12

Wage indices in respect of the unskilled workers in the construction
® segor during the period 19771985
{Basc 1977-78=100)

Wage indices of unskilled workers

Year Men , Women

Urban . Rural Urban Rural

1 2 3 4 5

1978-79 103 105 .. 104 105
1979-80 113 114 116 116
1980-81 129 131 134 137
1981-82 158 162 161 162
1982-83 189 190 190 193
1983-84 210 216 ., 212 212
1984-85 226 233 228 234

A significant rise in the wage indices of the above workers both in
the urban and rural areas during the period 1977—1985 was noted:-
The percentage increzse in the wage indices of the skilled workers
ranged from 16-28 during the first four years and 58-66 in the latter
period of four years in the urban area while this ranged from 18-27 in
the former period and 49-68 in the latter period in the- rural area:
In respect of the unskilled workers, the annual percentage increase in
the wage indices during the period 1977—1985 wzs almost same both in
the wrban area and rural area. Here, a faster rate of increase in the
wage indices of the skilled workers when compared to those of the un-
skilled workers was noted.-

‘Trade and Commerce Sector

2.10 As an improvement cver the earlier rounds, this round of
the survey has covcrfsd almost all the trading activities as per the
N.L.C. 1970. Accordingly the wage details of the paid employees
engaged in the ten sclected groups of trading activity have been
collected.

2.11 The figures shown in Tables 13 an prese i
the wage rates of the shop Assistants and thcd slltzl‘ogrefs\ctr'ctr?degmi‘s:: et}?é'
period 1982—85 in the wholesale trade and retail trade in the urban
sector. It is seen that both the shop Assistants and shop Attenders
employcd in the wholesale shops, trading in all types of machinery and
.equipments including transport and electiical equipments were paid
maximum wage rate in all the three years of the present round. pThc

»
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average wage rate for the period 1982—1985 for the shop Assistant in
the urban wholesale shops ranged from Rs. 426-630 while in the case
of shop Attender it ranged from Rs. 347-463. As regards the retail
shops in the towns, the wage rates of the shop Assistants, were
maximum in the textile trade and minimum in the trade of fuel .and
other household utilities. ~ The shop Attenders employed in the
Restaurants and Hotels ae scéen paid highest wage rate as far as the
urban retail shops are concerned.  The average wage rates of the shop
Assistants and shop Attenders were more 'in wholesale trade than in
* retail trade in the urban areas during the period under review.

TABLE 13

Averagé monthly wages of the employees at the wholesale
shops in the trade and commerce sector (urban)
during the period 1982—1985

(Amount in rupees)
Average monthly wages
-

Type of labour and (rade > —
: } . For the
i ‘ period
' ' 1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1982
A. SHoP ASSISTANT: 1985
Food, textile, live-
animals, etc. - 490 | 553 616 553
Fucl, light, chemicals, per- - .
fumery, ceramics, glass .. 388 416 475 426
Wood, paper, other
fabrics, skins and,
inedible oils i 404 485 523 464
All types of machinery
equipment i 583 - - 627 679 630
Miscellaneous manufac- A 5 el .
turing % 524 580 659 588
B. SuopP ATTENDER: ‘
Food,  textiles, live- :
animals, etc. . 361 394 446 400
Fuel, light, chemicals,
glass, perfumery,
ceramics. ik 308 | 341 393 347
Wood, paper, - other J
~ fabrics, skins and
inedible oils : -4 3585 384 423 387
All types of machinery
equipment .o - 430 462 497 163
Miscellaneous. manufac-
tures . 357 400 435 397

68/507-—2a
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TABLE 12

Wage indices in respect of the unskilled workers in the construction

sector during the period 1977—1985

(Base 1977-78=100)

Wage indices of unskilled workers

Year Men ) Women -
Urban . Rural Urban Rural
1 2 3 4 5
1978-79 103 105 . 104 105 -
1979-80 113 114 116 116 :
1980-81 129 131 134 137
1981-82 158 162 161 162
1982-83 189 190 190 - 193
1983-84 210 216 . 212 212
1984-85 226 233 228 234
A significant rise in the wage indices of the above workers both in
the urban and rural arcas during the period 1977—1985 was noted-
The pereentage increzse in the wage indices of the skilled workers
ranged from 16-28 during the first four years and 58-66 in the latter
period of four years in the urban area while this ranged from 18-27 in
the former period and 49-68 in the latter period in the ‘rural area:
In respect of the unskilled workers, the annual percentage increase in
the wage indices during the period 1977—1985 wasalmost same hoth in
the ur.ba.x_z area and 1‘u_ral area. Here, a faster rate of increase in  the
wage indices of the skilled workers when compared to those of the un- 4
skilled workers was noted. . '
‘Trade and Commerce Sector {
2.10 As an mmprovement cver the earlier rounds, this round of -

the survey has covered almost all the trading activities as per the
N.I.C. 1970. Accordingly the wage details of the paid gmglgyees
engaged in the ten selected groups of trading activity have been

collected.
2.11 The figures shown in Tables 13 an

d 14 present a picture of

the wage rates of the shop Assistants and the shop Attender for the

period 1982—85 in the wholesale trade and retai

l trade in the urban

sector. It is seen that both the shop Assistants and shop Attenders

employed in the wholesale shops, tradin
‘equipments including transport and

gl inha_.ll ‘{ypes of machinery and
! 2 clectrical equi i i
maximum wage rate in all the three years of iheecpl:ég::: Irlz)suggfc l’f)[‘ali(:
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average wage rate for the period 1982—1985 for the shop Assistant in
the urban wholesale shops ranged from Rs. 426-630 while in the case
of shop Attender it ranged from Rs. 347-463. As regards the retail
shops in the towns, the wage rates of ihe shop Assistants, were
maximum in the textile trade and minimum in the trade of fuel and
other household utilitics, The shop Attenders cmployed in the
Restaurants and Hotels a‘e seen paid highest wage rate as far as the
urban retail shops are concerned. The average wage rates ol the shop
Assistants and shop Attenders were more ‘in wholesale trade than in
retail trade in the urban areas during the period under review.

s ) TABLE 13 : N
_ Average monthly wages of the employees at the wholesale
’ shops in the trade and commerce sector (urban)
during the period 1982—1985
y : (Amount in rupees)
Sl HAverage monthly wages
_ Type of labour and trade ” A -
: . For the
: period
. 1982-83 1983-84 19684-85 1985
A. Suopr AssISTANT: 1985
Food, textile, live- |
animals, etc. - 490 | 553 616 553
Fuel, light, chemicals, per- - :
fumery, ceramics, glass .. 388 416 475 426
Wood, paper, other '
fabrics, skins © and .
inedible oils T 404 465 523 464
All types of machinery
: equipment Wi 583 - . 627 679 630
$ Misccllaneous manufac- , 3 .
| turing . 524 580 659 588
B. Sror ATTENDER: '
b Food, textiles, live- .
animals, etc. “ 361 394 446 400
Fuel, light, chemicals,
glass, . perfumery, .
ceramics. . 308 341 393 347
Wood, paper, other ‘ '
fabrics, skins and
| inedible oils : e¥ 355 384 423 387
All types of machinery ‘
equipment . 430 462 497 463
Miscellaneous  manufac-
tures v 357 400 435 397
66/507—2a
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TABLE 14

Average monthly wages of the employees of the retail shops
in the trade and commerce sector (urban)
during the period 1982—1985

(Amount in rupees)

, Average monthly wages Average
Typz of labour and trade — & - Jor the
. : period
1982-83 1983-84 1984-85 1982—
A. SHOP ASSISTANT: 1985
Food and food articles, ¢
beverage, tobacco and
intoxicants 5 5 420 443 - 578 480
Textiles - 636 716 816 723 ¥
Fuel and other household o
utilivies and durables .. 418 456 542 472
Others o 426 455 548 476
Restaurants and hotels .. 518 549 606 " 558
B. SHoP ATTENDER:
Food and food articles,
beverages, tobacco and ) : ’
intoxicants - 339 371 420 377
Textiles o 378 417 486 427
Fuel and other household .
utilities and durables .. 315 335 . 377 342
Others ... 317 345 388 350 ,
Restaurants and hotels ., 433 476 534 481 d

2.12° With respec: to the coverage of the d.
the shop Assistanis in the retail shops in the p
pointed out that the availability of such catcgory of employees in the
majority of the selected irad: groupsin the districts was inadequate.
The shop Assistants had the maximum wage rates in the retail shops
trading in textilcs and minimum wage rates in the restaurants zu?cl
hotels in the rural sector during the period under report The shop
attenders employed in the restaurants and hotels in thcp , .

; . rural sector are
seen paid the maximum wage rates followed by those engaged in ths '

ata on the wages of
anchayat area it may be

tood and food articles trading activitjes, {vide Table 15).
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TABLE 15

Average monihly wages of the employees of the retail shops
in the trade and commerce sector (rural)
during the period 1982—1985

(Amount in rupees)

Average monthly wages Average for
y - — the period
1962-83 1963-84 1984-85 1982

A. SHOP ASSISTANT: 1985

- Food and food articles,
beverages, tobacco and

Type of labour and trade

_ I intoxicants - 382 456 496 445
Textiles ‘ wi -+ 9Tl 644 _ 755 657

Fuel and other household
utilities and durables .. 336 371 468 392
b Others .. 491 501 570 521
Restaurants and hotels .. . 478 330 330 379

B. Swmor ATTENDER:

Food and food articles,
beverages, tobacco and

intoxicants s 341 379 424 381
Textiles .. 345 362 427 378
Fuel and other household

utilities and durables .. 269 280 336 295
Others Y 276 319 362 319
Restaurants and hotels .. 411 475 528 - 471

2.13 Both in the wholcsale shops and retail shops in the urban
and rural areas the wage rawcs of the employees have registered an
increase during the period 1982—1985. The percentage increase in the
wage rates of the employces (viz. shop Assistants and shop Attenders) in

% the wholesale trade and retail trade is shown in Tables 16, 17 and, 18.
' ' TABLE 16
Percentage increase in the wage rates of the employees in the
1 wholesale shops (urban) during the period 1982—1985

Percentage increase during the
period 1982—1985
A

«  Types of wholesale trade — ———
: _ ; Shop Assistant  Shop Attender
Food, textiles, live animals, etc. .. 25-71 23-55
Food, light, chemicals, perfumery, _ :

ceramics, glass . 2242 27-60
Wood, paper, other fabrics, skins

and inedible oils - en 29-46 - 19-15
All types of machinery equipments .. - 1647 15-58

Miscellaneous manufactures v 25-76 - 21:85
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. TABLE 17

Percentage incréase in the wage rates of the employees in the
retail shops (urban) during the period 1982—1985

Percentage increase during the
period  1982—1985
N

Type of retail trade - —
A . ‘{Shap Assistant  Shop Attender
. Food and food articles, beverages, '

tobacco and intoxicants e 37-62 - 2389
© Textiles . .. 28-30 28-57
Fuel and other household utilities _ ¢
and durables 29-67 . 19:68
Others : - 2864 22+40 -
Restaurants and hotels - .. 16-99 23-33 .
’ TABLE i8 -

Percentage increase in the wage rates of the employees in the
retail shops (rural) during the period 19821985

Percentage increase|decrease during

the period 1982—1985
Types of retail trade A

Ie ; -
Shep Assisant Shop Atiender
Food and food articles, beverages, : Tamy '

tobacco and intoxicants .. 29-84 . 2434
Textiles . ve 3222 T 93-77
Fuel and other household utilities : : '

_a.nd durables e - 39-99 - 24-91
Othcrs - ' .. 1609 31-16

~ On the whole, the wage rates of both the above. employees have
increased by an average of 5-13 per cent annually during the period
1982—1985. The rate of rise in the wage rates of shdp Assistant was
faster than that for the shop Attenders injrespect of the majority of the
trade groups. The percentage increase in. the wage rates of. the shop
Assistants i the wholesale trade in fuel, light, chemicals,
urban area and in the restaurants and hotels under the ret
in the urban and rural sector was lower than that in the
the shop Attenders in the respective trade groups.

ail trade. both
wage rates of

2.14 The district-wisc data on the w
in the sclected trade groups under the trad
given'in Appendices 2.1-2.9

age rates of the -cmployees
¢ and commerce sector ace

etc.; in the -
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Szerion 11
INTER-SECTORAL COMPARISON

3.1 The trend in the.wage rates in the construction scctor and
the trade and commerce scc.or was explained in the forcgoing para-
graphs. In this context, the inter-sectoral comparison of the wage
rates will also be of much use. The workers under the various sectors
like industry, Agriculture are paid wages on the basis of the legislations
enacted. The payment of Wages Act and the Minimum Wages Act
are the two among such lcgislations which may prevent the exploitation

-of the wage earners. Though there is no lcgislation at present to fix
the wage rates for the workers in the construction sector, the wages
paid to such workers are relatively high.

TABLE 19
Inter-sectoral comparison of the wage rates of the workers 1982—1985

Average daily wage rates (Rs.)

'
Construction sector Trade and commerce

(R) Agricultural sector scctor-retail trade
g £
Year E g
o - Shop Shop
e 3 Assistant Attender
g g | = 3 g |23
::T‘ ] £ 5 2 |2E] I I 1 I
o | & |8 |0 | = 8™
1 [2-[3|4|‘5|6l7|8]9110]n

1982-83 <.127-99128-13 | 17-85123-13|23-23|13-29| 382 | 571 | 341 | 345
1983-84 ..|33:43,33:29(20:29|24:47|24°55 | 14:44| 456 | 644 | 379 | 362
1984-85 ..|36:71)36:65|21:90{36:25(36-20|22-38| 496 | 755 | 424 | 427

I Food and food articles, beverages. ctc.
II ‘Textiles and readymade garments.

* Monthly wages

R Rural.

3.2 The wage rates of the workers engaged in the three different
sectors for the 3 years beginning from 1982-83 are compared in the
above Table. In the first 2 years of the period under review the wage
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rates of both the skilled and unskilled workers werce higher in the
construction scctor than jn the agricultural sector. But the wage
ratcs paid to both the skilled (carpent:r and mason) and u1_1sk1Hed
workers (Men) in the construction and agricultural scctors during the
ycar 1984-85 were more or less same.  The rate of change in the wagcs
of the workers during the period 1982—1985 in the agricultural scctor was
faster than that in the other two sectors. The wage rates of the above
categorics of workers in the agricultural scctor have increased annually
by an average of more than 18 per cent as against 7 per cent and above
in the construction sector. Among these three scctors, comparatively
lower wages were secen paid to the employzes in the trade and
commerce sector.

3.3 The district-wise comparison of the wage rates of the workers
in the agricultural and construction scctors is shown in the Table 20.
The highest average wage rates to the carpenter and mason in the
agricultural scctor during the period 19821985 were given in Trichur
Districr, while the wage rates of their counter parts in the construction
sector wire maximum in Kozhikode District.  As regards the unskilled
workers (Men), Cannanore District had tte maximum wage rates in
the agricultural sector and thosc .in Trichur District were paid the
highcst wage rate in the construction sector during the period under
- review. Both the skilled and unskilled workcrs of the Palghat District
in the agricultural s:ctor as well as the construction scctor were the
relatively low paid workers-during the period.
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SecTion IV
WAGES AND COST OF LIVING INDICES

4.1 The inter-relationship existing between the wages of the
workers and the prices of consumer goods is worth mentioning in this
context. The rapid rise in the prices of goods and services leads to
the demand for the increase in wages by the workers for the purpose of
adjusting themsclves to the rise in cost of living. The possibility of
pushing up the price level again with the payment of higher wages to
the workers cannot also be ruled out. It may be noted in this context
that there is relationship between the real wages, moncy wages and
cost of living as the real wages represent the satisfaction of the workers
in the form of necessaries, conforts and luxuaries by spending their
money wages. : :

Deflated money wages -

4.2 Table 21 and Table 22 represent the money wages and the
estimated real wages of both the skilled and the unskilled workers in
the construction sector for the period 1977—1985. The real wages are

estimated using the formula R=%/[ x 100.

Where.  R=Real wages.
- M=Money wages.
C=~Cost of living index.

TABLE 21

Real wages and money wages of the skilled workers in
the construction sector (urban) 1977—1985

Year Cost of Mongy wages (Rs.) Real wages (Rs.)
! living —A N A 1
index*  Carpentrr  Mason  Carpenter  Mason

(1) @ . ® (4) (5) ®)
1977-78 161 15-19 *15-15 9.43 9-41
1978-79 167 15:70 © 15-68 9:40 9-39
1979-80 183 17-42 17-42 9:52 9:52
1980-81 209 19-33 19-36 9-25 9-26
1981-82 232 - 22.87 93.01 9-86 9-92
1982-83 247 30:62 - 30-80 12-42 12-47
1983-84 982 - 35-00 35-12 12-41 12-45
1984-85 308 3797 38-03 12-33 12:35

"* Base 1970-71=100
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TABLE 22

Real wages and money wages of the unskilled workers
in the construction sector (urban) 1977—1985

Year Cost of Money wages (Rs.) Real wages (Rs.)
living — —_ i —
index* Men Women Men Women

M @) 3 (4) ©) (6)

1977-78 161 10-10 7-61 G-27 4-73

1978-79 167 10-42 7-91 6-24 4:74

1979-80 183 11-45 8-85 6-26 484

1980-81 209 13-07 10-22 6-25 4-89

1981-82 232 1594 12-22 6-87 5-27

1982-83 247 . 19°09 - 1444 7-73 5-85

1983-84 © 282 21-18 16-10 751 5.7

1984-85 308 22-80 17-38 7.40 5-64

* Base 1970-71=100.

- From the above tables it is revealed that there were fluctuations in
the estimated rcal wages of the workers during the period 1977—1985.
The period (1982-1985) marked a slight decline in the real wages of
both the skilled and unskilled workers. In the case of carpenter and
mason the real wages during the period 1982—1985 decreased by less’
- than 1 per cent while their money wages increased by about 24 per cent.

The fluctuations in the deflaied money wages in respect of those
workers may perhaps be due to the reason that they might not have
received the money wages corresponding to- the change in prices of
goods and services especially consumer goods. TItis also evident that
32 per cent of a 1970-71 rupec could purchase articles for a
1984-85 rupee. This indicates that the purchasing power of a
1984-85 rupec has come down to 32 per cent. o

4.3 The deflated money wages of the employees in the trade and
commerce sector are also shown in the Table 23 (6) and Table 23 (5).
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TABLE 25

Index of wage rates of shop assistants in trade and
commerce sector (urban) and cost of
living index 1982—1985

Type of shop : Index
—_———eP e e
: 1962-63 1983-84 1984-85
ORI - (2) 3) (4)
N.LG.* 60 ‘ - 100 113 126
N.I.C 61 o 100 107 122
N.I.C 62 : 100 115 129
N.I.C. 63 s 100 108 116
N.I.C. 64 .. 100 111 126
N.I.C. 65 - 100 105 138
N.I.C 66 - 100 113~ 128
N.I.C 67 %3 100 109 130
N.I.C. 68 o 100 107 129
N.I.C. 69 ; 55 100 106 117
Cost of living index } .. 247 282 308
* See Appendix
+Base 1970-71=100
TABLE 26
Index of wage rates of shopi attenders in trade and
commerce sector (urban) and cost of
: living index 1982—1985
' Index
Type of shop . A ex 1
1082-83  1983-84  1984-85
) @ (8) ®
N.I.C* 60 - 100 109 124
N.I.C. 61 .. 100 - 111 128
* N.L.G. 62 5 100 108 119
N.I1.C. 63 £5 100 107 116
N.IC.. 64 100 112 122
N.I.C. 65 : 100 109 124
N.1.C. 66 .. 100 110 129
N.I.C. 67 o 100 106 120
N.ILC. 68 .. 100 109 122
N.I.C. 69 e - 100 110 123
Cost of living indext ‘e 247 282 308

*See Appendix-3 N.I.C. codes
T Base 1970-71=100
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4.4 Tablc 24 shows that the wage indices of the workers in the
construction sector have maintained parity with the cost of living
indiccs during the pcriod under report. 'Lhe indices of the wage
rates of the shop assistants in respect of the majority of the selected
trade groups have increased at a faster rate than the cost of living

mdices during the period as is evident from the Table 25.

4.5 The considerable change in the wage rates of the various
categories of workers and employees engaged in the construction and
trading activities can be studied from the above analysis.
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APPENDIX 3

N.I.C. Codes

Division 5—Wholesale and Retail trade and
Restaurants and Hotels

Wholesale trade in food, textiles, live animals, beverage and
Intoxicants.

Wholesale trade in fuel, light, chemicals, perfumety, ceramic and
glass.

Whosale trade in wood, paper, other fabrics, skins and inedible
oils.

Wholesale trade in all types of machinery, cquipments mcludmg
transport and electrical equipments.

Wholesale trade in miscellaneous manufacture like furniture,
rubber products, building materials, clock, eye glasses, hard-
ware and sanitery equipments, jewellery precious metals, etc.

Retail trade in food articles, beverage, tobacco and intoxicants.
Retail trade in textiles and readymade garments.

Retail trade in fuel and other houschold utilities and durables |

like fire wood, kerosene, utensils, fancy stores, furniturc,
jewellery, footwear, electrical goods, etc.

Retail trade in others I’ke medical shops, books, statloncry,
building materials, transport equipments and petrol, ctc.

Retail trade in restaurants and hotels, cafe, lodging places, etc.
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13359—1\15 B Ea;a_i\g.— il;le No.— TabIe/A;p;ndlx No. Col.No. Line No. Text Read as
1 1.1 € - - = raising rgising
5 1 E - - - . 14.38 14-38
5 1 € - Ls =t T el 13,37 13-37
8 1 > 15 - : - R Proceded Prgceded
14 2.11 2 - - " | Attender  Attenders
33 . o 1.5 13 10 28.75 23.75
35 = . -0 12 6 585 556

36 - - 2.2 . - EELE /R 336 332

_""'_""_—-—'-————-——____——-———\--—.—.———-.-—-..—...—-——--»——



