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Preface

Agricultural Statistics of Kerala is one of the important publications of the
Department of Economics & Statistics. This publication deals with the various aspects
of the agricultural economy of the State for the A gricultural year 1997-98. The data
relating to land use, area under crops and irrigation are collected and estimated every
year. Production of important crops are estimated based on the results of crop cutting
experiments and area enumeration conducted in the selected Sample cluster survey
numbers in each Block. This scheme called Establishment of an Agency for Reporting of
Agricultural Statistics is implemented in the State since 1975-76 with Central

Assistance. This report was prepared in the Agricultural Statistfics division of the

Department of Economics and Statistics

I hope that this will serve very valuable information on the performance of

Agricultural Sector during 1997-98 fo planners, Administrators and Research Workers

in this field

Suggestions for the improvement of the report are welcome.

U.Thomas Sleeba | '
Director

Directorate of Economics & Statistics,
Thiruvananthapuram, 20% January,2000.
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Agricultural Statistics 1997-98

Agricultural Statistics are collected in Kerala from very early times by this
Departmént through land utilization surveys. Quality of the data and estimates prepared were
not having the desired precision as the coverage was very small and sampling fraction was
very small. In this context Government of India came up to finance a scheme of
Establishment of an Agency for Reporting Agricultural Statistics as a deviation of the Timely
Reporting Survey implemented in other reporting states. In order to have a more
comprehensive data on Agricultural Statistics in the non-reporting states like Kerala, West
Bengal and Orissa a variant of the TRS scheme called EAR'AS has been introduced in our
States. Originally the scheme was intended to collect Agricultural Statistics like area,
production, land utilization, Irrigation from 20% of the selected villages in each year in a

phased manner and in the course of the fifth year entire crops and area were enumerated in the

whole state.

Later with the introduction of crop insurance scheme by Government of India lower
level estimates of agricultural production and average yield become necessary. Consequently
EARAS scheme was further revised in 1987-88. The object of the scheme is to prepare annual
statistics of land use, area and production of crops at district level with the break up for
Block/Municipality/Corporation. Under the scheme each Block/Municipality/Corporation are
divided into a number of investigator zones. Blocks in rural areas, Municipality/Corporation
in urban areas are treated as stratum. In each investigator zone complete wet and dry survey
qumbers will be listed out from the basic tax register maintained in the village offices which
will form the basic frame for the survey. From this frame 100 key survey numbers will be
selected at random. From the basic frame these survey numbers will be allocated between
wet and dry land plots in proportion to the area in each category of wet and dry land plots.
The investigator is expected to form a cluster identifying the adjacent 4 or more survey
numbers in a systematic manner SO as to have a minimum of five acres for enumeration.

Hence, the investigator has to enumerate five hundred survey numbers annually in the

respective zone.

In the respective zones we may have to enumerate the selected survey numbers by
identifying the crops and collecting land utilization and irrigation particulars and
simultaneously conduct crop-cutting experiments for all major crops and few selected minor

crops. For this he is visiting wet land plots in three seasons and dry land plots in two times.

These data collected through sample survey from selected clusters will be
consolidated, compiled and estimates prepared at block and district level. Area cultivated

under each crop is identified through the enumeration method and mean yield of each crop is



prepared from the crﬁp cutting experiments conducted for the respective crops. Based on

these two information estimates for the block and district are prepared by using appropriate
multiplier.

The data collected through field surveys during 1997-98 have been compiled and
estimates prepared are published for the State is given in the following tables,

Agricultural Statistics 1997-98, DES
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