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PREFACE

This report presents statistics on persons
working in the coir sector in Kerala. Attempt has
been made In this Report for presenting estimates
of various soclo~economic aspects of colr workers.
" Data presented in this report is brought out on
the basis of coir workers' census conducted in the
State during 1988.

I hope this report will be useful to the
planners and administrators for formulating
policies for the betterment of socio-economle
conditions of the colr workers in the State.

This report has been prepared by the Survey

and Deslgn Unit of this Directorate.
»

P.L. SREEDEVI AMMA,
Director of Economics & Statistics.

Thiruvananfhapuram,
31. 5. 1990.
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PART -1

Introduction

The Coir Industry which has developed 1In Kerala as a
labour-orlented cottage inpdustry occuples an important place in the
State's economy. In 1981 the Department of Economics and Statistics
conducted a survey of colr workers which didentified the area of
concentration and villages of the Coir workers. In order to chalkout
schemes beneficial to colr workers it is necessary to launch a programme

of identification of actual coir workers and thier registration and

issue of identity cards.

1.1 As per the G.0.(Rt)No.83/88/ID. dated 30.1.1988 of Industries (E)
Department, Government of Kerala authorised the Department of fconomics
and Statistics to conduct a Census of coilr workers in the State. The
present Census was conducted to meet‘this requirement. Subsequently as
per G.0.(Rt)560/89/ID., dated 20.5.1989, Government required this
Department . to tabulate the data collected through the Census by
recruiting Employment Exchange Personnel. The tabulation could be
started only during July/August 1989. Due to the high voiume of work
Government extended the period of the tabulation work, for a period of 6
weeks. The district level tabulation work was completed in December
1989. State level consolidation of the tabulated data” and the
preparation of the report was done at the Headquarters by the Staff in
the survey and Design Unit. '

2. Design and Organisation of the Census

The objective of this Census was to identify the actual coir
workers and 1ssue family benefit identity cards to them incorporating
all the relevant detaills of the members theredf: The Census covered 256
revenue villages spread over 29 Taluks in the State where colr workers
are concentrated. The period of the survey was 4 months. The field
work was carried out By enumatrators speclally recruited for the work
through Employment Exchanges. A total of 250 enumerators were appointed
for the work and they were paid a remuneration of B.3/- per coir
household. ' l ' ‘ |



The enumerators visited each house in the selected wvillages and

collected the required details . through interview method. Field

Supervision was done by the Taluk Statistical Officers/Statistical
Inspectors/Iuvestigators for which an honorarium of R.100/- per month
was pald. The compllation and tabulation were done at the District
Beadquarters and the State level consolidation, analysis and report

writing were done at the State headquarters.

The survey was'primarily almed at identifying the coir workers.
It was considered desirable to make primary tabulation of the data
collected so as to provide information on the basic characteristics of

the colr workers and coir worker households.

The districts of Wayanad, Palakkad, Idukki and Pathanamthitta were
not covered in the survey as coir industry is not a significant

occupation in those areas.

For tabulation of the data, 40 tabulators were recruited through
Employment Exchange for a period of two months for a monthly honorarium
of R.900/-. Considering the work load the period of tabulation was
later extended to 3 weeks more.

3. Concepts and Definitions

The important concepts and definitions adopted for the census are

discussed hereunder.
3.1 Household

A group of persons normally living together and taking food from a
common kitchen will constitute a household.

3.2 Colr worker

- Persons engaged in any type of works related to:colr industry for
their 1ivelihood are consldered as coir workers. Those who were engaged
in the works related to coir sector in thierown houses without any

‘salary and those who works for wages in any household or institution may



be freated as coir worker. Persocns who were engaged in coir industry
traditionally but were unemploved (or temporarily engaged in other
activities) at the time of the survey due to lack of work 1in coir
industry are also considered as coir workers.

3.3 Main wotket

Coir workers who earn thier inéome mainly through employment in
the coir industry is defined as main worker.

3.4 Subsidiary worker

Coir workers whose employment in the coir industry is only a
secondary source of income is defined as subsidiary worker.

3.5 Self-employed

A gelf employed persong is an own account worker éngaged in his
own household unit with or withont the help of the household members.
3.6 Employee ‘

An employeée is one who 1s engaged in a unit for wages or salary in

cash or kind.
4, Findings of the Census

4.1 Population In the Coir Workers Households ~ -
According to the present census there were 212813 Coir Worker
households in the State. The total population in the colr workers'
households was about 11.08 lakhs, out of this 3.83 lakhs (34.62%) were
coir workers (Table No. 1{a). The district-wise percentage distribution
of Coir workers to total population of the coir households is given in
Table I(b). It reveals that theApercentage of Coir workers to total
population of Ceir households is the highest (50.44%) 1in Kottayam
district. This is followed by the districts of Trivandrum (38.74%) and
Allepﬁey (36.91%). 1In Cznnancre district only 24.68% of the population

of Coir worker houssholds were actuval coir workers.
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Talle 1(a) District-wise distribution of population and number

of Coir workers in the Coir Worker Households

No. of Coir Population
S1. Name of workers in the Coir Number of
No. District household workers colr workers
household
1 2 3 4 5
1. Trivandrum 20959 99748 38643
2. Qullon 33547 166336 53621
" 3. Alleppey 93595 474644 175191
4, Kottayam 6846 36079 18199
5. Ernakulam 15071 82901 © 25409
6. Trichur 5879 32263 10306
7. Malappuram 80864 50825 14592
8. Kozhikode 25739 145353 42489
9. Cannanore 2140 13491 3330
10. Kasaragode 953 5874 1614
Total 212813 1107514 383394

Table 1(b) District-wise percentage distribution of Coir Workers

to total population of Coir households

Percentage Distribution of Coir Workers

s1. District
No. Male Female Total
] 2 3 4 5
1. Trivandrum 15.78 57.56 38.74
2. Quilon 9.30 '53.09 32.24
3. Alleppey 11.49 60.36 36,91
4, Kottayam 33.64 66.45 50.44
5. Ernakulam 12.59 46.89 30.65
6. Trichur 19.14 43.05 31.94
7. Malappuram 9.01 47.50 28.71
8. Kozhikode 4.34 . 51.36 29.23
9. Cannanore 10.03 -36.88 24,68
10, Kasaragode 15,32 37.65 27.48
State Total 11.53 55.49 34.62




the number of Colr workers in each district with percentages

are given in Table 2(a). -

Talile 2(a) Dintrict-wise Distrilbution of Coir workers

S1. District Total No. of Percent-
.No. Colr workers age
1 2 3 ' 4
1, Trivandrunm 38643 10.08
2, Quilon 53621 13.99
3. Alleppey 175191 45.69
4. Kottayam 18199 4.75
5. Ernakvlam . 25409 6.63
6. Trichur 10306 2.68
7. Malappuram . 14592 3.81
8. Kozhikode 42489 11.08
9. Cannanore 3330 0.87
10. Kasaragode 1614 0.42
Total 383394 100.00

Nasrly 46% of the Colr workers are concentrated in Alleppey
District. Quilon district has second place with about 14%Z of the coir
workers.: Kasaragode district bhas the lowest concentration with only
0.42% of the total colr workers.
4,2 Coir worker households and average number of Colr worker per

household

Taluk-wise details of coir worker's households, number of
coir workers and average number of colr workers per household are

furnished in Table 2(b).

The total number of coir worker households in the State
during the period of the census was found to be 2.13 lakhs giving an
average number of 2 coir workers per household. The taluk-wise
distribution of the coir workers shows the highest concentration of coir
workers and coir households in Shertallai Taluk in Alleppey district.



Table 2(b) Taluk-wise details of Coir workers in Kerala

Total Colr workers in Kerala

S1. Name of Taluk Number Average Male Female Total
No. of Coir of Colr

house- workers

holds per house-

hold
i 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Neyyattinkara 1305 2 1228 1893 3121
2. Trivandrum 6841 2 2664 10711 13375
3. Chirayinkil 12813 2 3195 18952 22147
4, Quilon 15938 2 4079 20348 24427
5. Karunagappally 16677 2 3053 24710 27763
6. Kunnathur 932 2 238 1193 1431
7. Shertalai 55475 2 12702 - 91823 104525
8. Ambalapuzha 26487 2 8395 39023 47418
9. Kuttanad 46 1 18 50 68
10. Karthigappally 11587 2 5068 18112 23180
11. Kottayam 244 1 32 301 333
12, Vaikom 6602 3 5889 11977 17866
13, Cochin 6437 2 1582 9123 10705
~ 14. Kanayannore 2710 2 1020 3869 4889
15. Paravoor 5924 2 2341 7474 9815
16. Trichur ' 427 2 98 600 698
17. Mukundapuram 711 2 449 817 . 1266
18. Chavakkad 1327 2 563 1670 2233
19. Kodungallur 3414 2 1758 4351 6109
20. Ernad | 1008 2 126 - 1574 1700
21. Tirur 5122 2 1095 - 8091 9186
22. Ponnani 1954 2 1013 2693 3706
23. Badagara 1393 2 964 1496 2460
24, Quilandy 10095 2 844 15307 16151
25, Kozhikode 14251 2 1162 22716 23878
26. Tellicherry 545 1 177 583 760
27. Taliparamba 266 2 152 287 439
28. Cannanore 1329 2 286 1845 2131
29. Hosdurg 953 2 410 1204 1614 -
State 212813 2 60601 322793 383394




' For the purpose of the census, colr workers were classified
into main workers and subsidiary workers. For the main workers, major
portion of their income 1s obtained through employment in the coir
industry while for subsidiary workers emplovment in the coir industry is
only a secondary source of income. Students are also included in the
second category. Table No.3 given below shows that 93.58% 6f the total
coir workers were main workers at the time of the census. The

subsidiary workers comstituted &.42% of the total workers.

District-wise analysis of the main and subsidary workers
shows that in the districts of Trivandrum, Quilon, Alleppey, Ernakulam
and Trichur more than 90% of the coir workers were main workers thus
depending upon coir sector mainly for their livelihood.

Table — 3 District-wise distribution of Main workers and
Subsidiary workers

Percentage distribution

S$1. District Main workers Subsidiary workers
No. Male female Total Male Female Total
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Trivandrum 6731 31354 38085 356 - 202 558
(94.98) {99.36) (98.56) (5.02) (0.64) (1.44)
2. Quilon 7090 44703 51793 280 1548 1828
(96.20)  (96.65) {96.59) (3.80) (3.35) (3.41)
3. Alleppey 24404 140627 165031 1779 8381 10160
(93.21)  (94.38)  (94.20) (6.79) (5.62) (5.80)
4. Kottayam 4011 11339 15350 1910 939 2849
(67.74)  (92.35) (84.35) (32.26) (7.65) (15.65)
5. Efnakulam 4571 20396 24967 372 70 442
(92.647)  (99.66)° (98.26) (7.53) (0.34) (1.74)
6. Trichur 2643 7066 . 9649 225 432 657
{92.15) (94.19) (93.53) (7.85) (5.81) (6.37)
7. Malappuram 2092 10301 12993 142 1457 1599
(93.€64) (88.21) (89.04) (6.36) (11.79) (10.96)
8. Kozhikode 2723 34062 - 36785 247 5457 5704
(91.68) {66.19) (86.58) (8.32) (13.81) (13.42)
9. Cannanore 455 2344 2799 160 371 531
. (73.98)  (86.34)  (84.05) (26.02) (13.66) (15.95)
10. Kasaragode 311 101 1327 99 188 287
(75.85) (84,.39) 82,22) (24.15) (15.61) (17.78)
Total 55031 303748 358779 5570 19045 24615

(90.81) (94.10) (93.58) (9.19) (5.90) (6.42)

-~

NB: Filgures in brackete show percentages.



4.3 Age and Sex cowposition of Coir workers

The age-sex patferns of coir workers is of significance 1in
formuluting welfare measures for colr workers. 0f the total coir
workers, 84.19% were females and 15.81% were males. .The percentage
distributlen of coir workers according to age and sex shows that nearly
09.1% of the male workers and 99.3%Z of the female workers were in the
age group 15 years and above, Contrary to the general belief children
below 15 years of age. both male and female formed only less than 1% of
total coir workers. District-wise age distribution of workers shows
that the highest percentage (2.92%) of employment below 15 years of age
were in Kottayam districi. The age-sex patterns of coir workers are

given in Table 4.

Table - 4 Percentage distribution of coir workers by
age and sex

Percentage distribution of coir

S1. District workers according to age and sex - Total
No.
i <15 >15
M i T M F T M F T
1 Z 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1. Trivandrum 1.48 0.86 0.98 98.52 99.14 99.02 18.34 81.66 100.00
2. Quilon 1.76 0.35 1.06  98.24 99.05 98.94 13.74 86.26 100.00
3. Alleppey 0.34 0.65 0.60 99.65 99.35 99.40 14.95 85.05 100.00

4. Kottayam 3.63 2,58 2.92 956,37 97.42 97.08 32.53 67.47 100.00

5. Ernakulam 0.04 0.05 0.05 99.96 99.95 99.95 19.45 80.55.100.00
6. Trichur 0.14 0.44 0.36 99.86 99.56 99.64 27.83 72.17 100.00
7. Malappuram 0.13 0.65 0.57 99.87 99.35 99.43 15.31 84,69 100.00
8. Kozhikode .51 0.30 0.31 99.49 99.70 99.6% 6.99 93.01 100.00

- 9. Cannanore - 0.15 0.15 100.00 99.82 99.85 18.47 81.53 100.00

10. Kasaragode - - - 100,00 100.00 100.00 25.40 74.60 100.00
State Total 0.93 0.69 0.73 95.07 99.31 99.27 15.81 84.19 100.00




4.4 Occepaticnal Status

Total Colr workers in the State have been classified according
to the sector in which they were employed. Each category of activity is
given a separate code. They are the following:-. ’

Code 1 = Retting

Code 2 ~ Beating

Code 3 = Fibre cleaning

Code 4 = Spinning

Code 5 = Drying & bundling -
Code 6 - Works related to manufacturing of coir products
Code 7 - Finishing & packing of coir products

Code 8 - Other works related to coir sector

The wajor activity in the coir industry in which the workers
were engaged was also ascertained in the Census. The spinning sector
accounts for 70% of the coir workers and the beating sector around 14%,
Only less than 1% of the‘workers were found to be engaged in the works
related to finishing and packing of coir products. The number of coir
workers in each district claseifled by the activity they were engaged is
given 1In Tables 5(a) and 5(b). Details of workers given in Table
5(a) shows that in all districts except Kasarégode, spinning 1is the.
activity in which the major proportion of the . colr workers, were
engaged. While in Kozhlkode district as high as 82.48% of the coir
workers were engased 1n splnning work, the corresponding figure for
Kasaragode district was only.27.692. In Kasaragode district nearly half
of the coir workers (4%.51%) were engaged in beating of the husk. Table
5(b) shows that sninning and beating afe two major activities in which
volume of women employ;ent was very high forming nearly 80% of the total

colr workers.
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TABLE - 5(b) PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COIR WORKERS ACCORBING TO
SEX AND CATEGORY OF WORK

ST. Name ofr Retting Beating Fibre Spinning Drying and
No. District . - . cleaning. .. ... .. .. .. bundling. .
- .M F oM F. L M N D . IS R F..
i 2 ... 3 4 . 5 . ..6 .7 8 .9 1w 1. 12
1. Trivandrun 4.66 0.34 0.68 30.07 2.67 1,02 4.90 48.99 2.83 0.63
2. Quilon 4,53 1.76 0.56 24.35 2.95 0.97 1.59 54,32 2.78 1.72
3. Alleppey 1.7 0.08 0.21 5.55 0.64 0,29 1.42 75.28 1.03 0.8%
4. Kottayam 3.46  0.05 0.34 14.84 0.45 0,06 25.80 50.95 0.83 1.M
5. Ernakulam 4.33 1.64 0.84 20,80 0.95 3.66 9.91 52.74 1.81 0,94
6. Trichur 9.73 2.55 3.11 20,82 1.62 4.29 11.41 43.11 0.82 0.84

7. Malapnuram ’ 7.20 0.28 0.82 11,86 1.94  71.53 4.09 70,39 0.33 0.34
8. Kozhikaode .70 1.09 0,23 10.30 0.16 0.78 2.13 80.35 0.36 0.17
9. Cannanore 7.48 6.16 3.81 30,03 0.33 0.78 6.01 43.72 0.15 0.27
10. Kasaragode 18.40 1.55 1.30 47,21 0.43  0.99 4.15 23.54 0.74 1.33

Total 3.42 0.89 0.48 13,67 1.20 0.89 -4.02 66.07 1.38 0.88

(Tanle 5{b) contd..)

. Horks re-~ Finishing & Other works Percentage distribution of
S1. Name of tated manu- & packing - related to workers according to sex
No. Oistrict facturing of  of coir cair sector - '
coir. products .products o S ’
‘ M F. M F M F M F T
th 2 N3 4 ns e 7 4 9. 20 . a2l

L. Trivandrum 0.65 0.39 0.06 0,03 .86 0,19 18,34 81.66 100.00

2. Quilon . 0.60 0.29 0.09 90.04 0.65 2,80 113.74 86.26 100.00
3. Alleppey 8.6% 2.07 6.50 0.09 0.75 0.80 114,95 85.05 100.00
4., Kottayam 0.82 0.3 .02 = 0,02 0.87 0.31 32.53 67.4? n9c,00
5. Ernakulam 1.05  0.18 g.07 0,02 0.50 0.55 19.45 80.55 100,00
6. Trichur 0.44 0.14 0.03 0,01 0.67 0.41,  27.83 712,17 hO0.0G

7. Malappuram 0.56 ©0.10  0.03 0.01  0.34 0.1% (15.3] 84.69 1100.00

8. Kozhikode 0.25 0.17 0.0 0.02 0.3 0.3  6.99 93.0% 100,00
9. Cannanore 0.09 ©0.03 o0.12 - 0.48 0.54 18.47 81.53 100,00
n0. Kasaragode 0.06 - 0.9  0.06 - 0.25 - 25.40 74.60 (00.00

Total 4.30 (.07 0.26 0.05 0.75 0.87 5.8]1 84419 100,00




H.2 Aculivacy dtateg
.

The zctivity status of colr workers was determined on the basis
of the nature of their employment. Accordingly the coir workers were
clessified {nto employees and self employed. An 'employee' 1s one who

engaged in a unit for wages or salary in cash or kind. A self

s
0

emnloyed gotson Is an own account worker engaged, in his own household
ur.it with ¢r without the helip of the household members. About 50.10% of

tha cclr wockers ware found to be self employed and 49.90% of them were

employees of other units, Distribution of coir workers according to the -
nature of thelr employment is furnished in Table 6.

Table - € Percentage Distribution of Coir workers
according to activity Status

- .. .-.......Percentage Distri%ution
L. District Employes , Self Total
No. . o . S employed . :
1 7 , 3 . A 5
1. Trivandrum 84.61 15.39 100.00
2. Quilon 64.66 35.34 100.00
3. Alleppey 29.29 70.71 ~100.00
4. Kottayem  68.31 31.69 100.00
S. Ernakulem 68.16 31.84 100.00
6. Trichur 51.91 48.09 iD0.00
7. Malappuram 43.39 56.61 | 100.00
8. Kozhikode 67.20 32.80 100.00
9. Cannanore ' 58.38 41.62 100.00
10. Kasaragode 44,61 55.39 100.00

State total 49,90 : 50.10 100.00

4.6 Educationﬂ§tandard of Coir workers

While identifying the actual coir workers, enquiries were made of
the educational attaiuments of the colr workers. The tabulated figures
of these aspects are furnished in Table 7. This shows that about 23.83%
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of the coir workers were illterate, &44.76% educated at Yower Primary
level and 21.61% attained Upper Primary education. Only 8.58%° had
reached Secondary education level. Those who had above secondary level
formed only 1.22%. The percentage of illitepate colr workers is the.
highest (39.17) in Malappuram District and the lowest (11.42) in
Kottayam District. So also the percentage of colr workers who have
educated above secondary level is 2.50% in Kottayam district while it is
less than 1% in the districts of Malappuram, anhiko%e, Cannanore and

Kasaragode.

Table ~ 7 Percentage dlstribution of colr workers by
Educational Status

Percentage Distribution

S1. District © Iild- L.P. . U.P. Secon— Above Total
No. terate dary secondary
1 o 3 Z 5 6 7 8
1. Trivandrum 33.81 29.07 19.48 15.68  1.9§ 100.00
2. Quilon 23.49 38.69 23.76 12.39  1.67 100.99
3. Alleppey 20.42 48.9% 22,47 7.20  0.93 100.00
4. Kottayam - 11.42  41.55 -34.65  9.88  2.50 100.00
5. Ernakulam 16.54 47.21 23.66 10.65 1.94 100.00 °
6. Trichur ~ _ 23.12  39.29 24.65 11.42 1.52  100.00
7. Malappuram 39.17 41.61 15.3%  3.38  0.47 100.00
8. Kozhikode 32.44  50.52 13.50  3.09  0.49 100,00
9. Cannanore 37.48 51.56  7.96  2.76  0.24 100,00
10. Kasaragode 32,28 59.98  6.75 0.93  0.06 100.00
State total, 23.83 44.76 21.61  8.58  1.22 100.00

4.7 Distribution of coir worker households by residential houses owned.

The district-wise distribution of coir workers households according
to ownership of residential houses is given in Table 8. It shows that
about 96.69% of the households were owning houses and the remaining

3.31% of the households were not having own houses. The figures
furnished in the table shows that about 97% of the colr worker
households in the State had their own houses for residential purposes.
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Takle - 8 District-wise Percentage distribution of colr workers
households according to ownershlp of residential houses

Percentage Distribution

Sl. Dictrict Owned Not Total
Na. owned
i 2 3 4 5
1. Trivandrum 90.83 9.17 100.00
2. Quilon 03.63 6.37 100.00
3. Alleppey 97.71 ' 2.29 ' .100.00
4, Kottayam 98.45 1.55 . 100.00
5. Ernakulam g98.75 ' 1.25 100,00
6. Trichur 96.77 3.23 100.00
7. Malappuram 99.44 0.56 100,00
8. Kozhikode 99.55 0.45 100.00
9, Cannanore 94.07 5.93 : 100.00
10. Kasaragode 92.03 7.97 100.00
State Total 96.69 3.31 100.00

4.8 Type of Roof of residential houses

' Percentage distribution of households accbrding to the material
of roof of their houses shows that about 53% of the households had
houses made of thatched roof and 47% were of tiles. Less than 1% of the
households had concreted roofs. The tabulated figures are given in

Table 2.

Table — 9 Percentage Distribution of Coir worker households
according to type of roof of houses

Percentage Distribution

No. District Thatched Tiles Concrete Total
1 2 _ 3 4 5 6
1. Trivandrum 83.10 15.28 1.62 100.00
2. Quilon 62.00 36.24 1.76 1060.00
3. Alleppey 48.406 51.17 0.37 100.00
4. Kottayanm 38.40 61.22 0.38 - 100.00
5. Ernakulam 25.69 73.23 1.08 100.00
6. Trichur . 56.57 42.61 0.82 100.00
7. Malappuram 57.89 41.42 0.69 100.00
8. Kozhikode 51.38 47.77 0.85 100.00
9. Cannanore 20.89 78.18 0.93 100.00

10, Kasaragode 30.75 68.00 1.25 100.00

' 0.85 100.00

Total 52.65 {6.50
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4.9 Distribution of households according to Plinih area of residential

houses

The distribution of households according to plinth area of houses
shows that about B83% of the households were having residential houses
with only less than 500 Sq.;&. of plinth area. Households having a
plinth area in the range of 500 - 1000 5q. % formed 13. 68% and 1% of the
households possessed houses with a plinth area of above 1000 Sq Q The

figures are provided in Table 10.

Tahle -~ 10 Percentage distribution of colr worker households
according to plinth area of residential houses

51, District Percentage Distribution
No. <5008q.%. 500-1000 >1000 Sq.. Total
: Sq.&. )
i 2 3 4 5 [
1. Trivandrum 87.42 10.93 1.63 100.00
2. Quilon 86.21 12,83 0.96 100.00
3. Alleppey 83.67 15.10 1.23 160.00
4, Kottayam 94.67 - 5.08 .25 100.00
5. Ernakulam 88.96 - 10,73 0.31 100.00
6. Trichur 69.99 28.53 1.48 100.00
7. Malappuram 64.39 34,87 0.74 100.0G
8. Kozhikode 95.45 4,43 0.12 100.00 -
9. Cannanore 75.23 22,76 2.01 100.00
10. Kasaragode 66.53 32.42 1.05 100.00
Total 85.32 . 13.68 1.00 100.00

4.10 Income distribution of coir houssholds

The income of the coir worker households from coir works and
other sources were considered for this purpose. The percentage
distribution of total income of the coir worker households by sources
is given in Table 11. It shows that 48.17% of the income was from coir
sector and 31.83% from other sources. The income distribution given in
table 12 reveals that the average monthly inceme of a coir household
from colr sector was R.97,77. The corresponding figure from other
sources was R.105.18., Wapes of the coir workers are comparatively low.
Average monthly income of a colr worker from the coir sector was

)
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B.54.27 and the same from other sources was R.58.38. District-wise
analysis of the average monthly income of the coir worker households
from coir sector and other works shows that the average monthly income
obtained from rolr sector per household is the highest in Trivandrum
District (R.183.40) and the Jlowest in Kozhikode District (R.70.33).
Kasaragode District accounts for the highest average monthly income of
the coir worker houscholds (k.331.31). This includes income from coir
sector as well as others. The corresponding flgures for Kottayam
district is only R.148.51 which is the lowest. The low average monthly
income of the coir households may be due to high burden of dependeancy

in these households.

Table ~ 11 Percentage distribution of income of the coir worker
households by source

Si. District ﬁo.of Toiaiicoir ) ‘ Source

No. households workers Colr. Others Total
1 2 3 . A 5 6 7
1. Trivandrum - 20959 38643 62.82 37.18 100.00
2. Quilon 33547 53621 61.76 38.24 100.00
3. Alleppey 93595 175151 42.04 57.96 100.00
4. Kottayam 6846 18199 51.81 48.19 100.00
5. Ernakulam 15071 55409 40.82 59.18 100.00
6. Trichur 5879 10306 59.60 40.40 100.00
7. Malapuram 8084 14592 40.32 59.68 100.00
8. Kozhikode 25739 42489 39.98 60.02 100.00
9. Cannanore 2140 3330 50.21 49.79 100.00

10. Kasaragode 953 1614 39.32 60.68 100.00

~ State total 212813 383394 48.17 51.83 100.00




Table ~ 12 Average Monthly Income of Coir worker households
by Source of Income

17

Source of Income (in k.)

s1. No.of Coir
No. District worker Colr Others Total
households
1 2 3 JA S5 6
1. Trivandrum | 20959 183.40 108.55 291.94
2. Quilon 33547 107.82 66.77 174.59
3. Alleppey 93595 85.74 118.18 203.91
4. Kottayam 6846 76.95 71.56 148.51
5. Ernakulam 15071 . 73.70 106.86 180.56
6. Trichur 5879 145.12 98.34 243.46
7. Malappuram 8084 84.35 124.84 209.19
8. Rozhikode 25739 . 70.33 ‘ 105.59 175.92
9. Cannanore 2140 | 99.58 98.76 198.34 .
10. Kasaragode 953 130.28 201.03 331.31
State 212813 97.77 105.18 202.95
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