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DISTRICT AT A GLANCE

Item Unit
Area _ Sq.Km
No. of Households : '000
Population - Total ‘000
Male : '000
Female ‘000
Taluks No
Blocks _ | - No
Panchayats - No
Municipalities No-
Density Per Sq:Km
Sex ratio Per 1000 males
S.C.Population ‘000
S.T.Population - '000
Effective Literacy o
Rate general %
Rate SC S %
Rate ST _ : %
- Main workers '000
Marginal workers : '000
Work Participation rate %
. No. of Individual ' Lakhs
- operational holdings
Ration Shops No
Schools No
Medical Institutions
Allopathy o No
Ayurveda ~ No
Homeopathy - No

" Year of reference

1991

1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991

1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1990-91

1414

405
2001

976
1025

12
71 -

1470

1051
190

43.8
89.07
74.48

603
80
34.9
4.0

1246
740

445
67
31
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About the District

s - Formed on 17th August 1957, Alappuzha District originally carved

“out of Kottayam and Quilon District. The eastern portion of the original district
was again engraved for forming Pathanamthitta District. Now the District is
almost like a peninsula with Vembanad lake in the East and North and on the
west side the Arabian costal belt. The District is smallest in geographical area
(1361.25 Sq.KMs.) which is only 3.5% aréa of the State and highest in density
(1451 per Sq.M,) as against State density 749 persons. In sex ratio the
Alappuzha District ranks 5th with 1051 females for 1000 males. The literacy
rate of the District are 96.79 for males and 91.12 for females and 93.87% to
total as against 93.62%, 86.17% and 89.81% respectively to State.

Alappuzha district consists of six revenue taluks, viz, Cherthala,
Ambalapuzha, Karthikapally, Mavelikara, Chengannur and Kuttanad, five
Municipalities, 12 Rural Development Blocks and 71 Panchayats. Cherthala,
Ambalapuzha and Karthikapally taluks are in the low land region on the cost
of Arabian Sea, whereas Mavelikara and Chengannur taluks are in midland
region. Major portion of Kuttanadu taluk is wet land area with lake and canals
in low land area. Exception to State of Kerala, only in Kuttanadu "Kayal' is

_converted as paddy field and paddy is cultivated below sea level by pumping
water out from the field. Kuttanadu is known as the “Rice bow!' of Kerala.
Paddy is a seasonal crop in the District. Paddy cultivation is of conventional
nature in Cherthala and Ambalapuzha, Karthikapally, Mavelikara and
Chengannur taluks, whereas it is of commercial importance in Kuttanadu
area. Coconut, Cashew are important perennial crops in the District.

The headquarters of Alappuzha District, the Alappuzha town is full
‘of man made canals and bridges designed for promoting trade by water and
road designed by Sri.Raja Kesavadas former Divan of Erstwhile princely State
of Travancore. There was also a sea bridge in Alappuzha port for foreign trade.
The city was known as “Venice of East'. Trade flourished through Alappuzha
port in the past. Coir and coir products, Coconut, Copra, Ginger, Pepper,
Turmeric were the important items of trade through Alappuzha Port in the
past. With the development of Cochin port and road transport the importance
of Alappuzha port diminished. Recently government have taken action to
rejuvenate Alappuzha port. '

Coir and coir products manufacture is a cottage and factory industry
in the costal taluks of Alappuzha District. Metal industry, cashew processing
industry, rubber and wooden based industries are also in the District.

Fishing (sea and inland) is an important occupation of the District.
Now prawn industry is gaining importance in the District due to the vast
foreign market and thereby create more employment.
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Cherthala "Karthyayani temple, Alappuzha Mullakkal Raja
Rajeswari temple, Sreekrishna temple Ambalapuzha, Mavelikara Sreekrishna
temple, Chengannur Mahadevar temple and Mannarsala Nagaraja temples
are important Hindu worship centres in the District. St.Andrews church
Arathunkal, St.George Church Edathua are the important Christian worship
places. There is a tradition that "Lord Ayyan' came to Cheerappanchlra Kalari
(Near Muhamma) for training in traditional fighting.

A small island known as ‘Pathiramanal’ or the ‘'mysterious send of
‘midnight' is in the District. Another small island “Perumpalam' is also in the
District. There is vast scope for tourist development, in these islands and.
Kuttanadu backwaters. Vigorous plans are initiated to clean and beautify the
canals in Alappuzha city and to develop tourisms.

Other Importance of Alappuzha District

1. Railway Stations : Cherthala, Alappuzha and Kayamkulam.
2. KSRTC Bus stations ¢ Cherthala, Alappuzha and Kayamkulam
3. Water Transport Touts :  Alappuzha’- Changanacherry .

Alappuzha - Kottayam

4. Colleges (1) N.S.S, 8.N & St.Michel Colleges in Cherthala
(2) S.D.College, St.Joseph's College in Alappuzha
(3) M.S.M College in Kayamkulam
(4) Bishop Moor College in Mavelikara
(5) T.K.M.M.College, Nangiarkulangara, Haripad
(6) Medical College, Alappuzha

5. Thanneermukkom bund and Thottappally spillway

Ther is a project to grow natural forest known as “Gandhi Smrithi
Vanam' in Purakkad Panchayat area.
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