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Preface

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Government
of India is conducting Agricultural Census on an All India basis in
all the States and Union teritories once in five year from 1970-71
onwards. Kerala State also participated in all the four CEensuUses.

Due to administrative and technical reason the field work
on Main Census in our state could be conducted enly during the period
December 1987 - June 1988. The main census was conducted by the
investigators of the department under the immediate supervision of
taluk level and district level officers.

This preliminary report is brought out on the basis of data
collected in the schedule designed for listing of households in the
sample wards/divisions selected to avoid time lag.

I am much thankful to the officers of Agricultural Census
Division, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Government
of India for the valuable suggestions and advice in the conduct of
the census.

I place my sincere thanks to all the officers who have rendered
their valuable and whole hearted co-operation for bringing out this
report.

I hope that this report will be useful to the planners and
administrators in stream lining schemes beneficial to marginal and
small farmers.

K. Balakrishnan Nair
Director of Economics & Statistics

Trivandrum,
27--1--1989,
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AGRICUL TURAL CENSUS 1985-86

Preliminary report

1. 'ﬂtroduction

< The first comprehensive Agricultural Census was conducted in India

with agricultural year 1970-71 as t e reference period. Encouraged by the
utility of data generated, it was decided to undertake the agricultural census
at intervals of five years. Accordingly the second and third agricultural

censuses were conducted with reference years 1976-77 and 1980-81 respect-
ively.

The fourth agricultural census 1985-86 was carried out in our State
during the period December 1987 to June 1988. Due to certain technical
and financial problems, there was some delay in undertaking the census
in the state. In order to minimise the effect of memory lapses on the part
ef the respondents, Government of India agreed to shift the reference period
of main census from 1985-86 to 1986-8B7 in our state. In states like Orissa,
®8engal and Kerala where a comprehesive system of land records does not

exist, required details are being collected by conducting sample surveys.

2. The survey

The agriculture census 1985-86 is comprised of two phases Main
census and Input survey. Under the main census, information is collected
in respect of (i) number and area of operational holding, (ii) tenure and
tenancy status, (iii) land utilization, (iv) sourcewise irrigated area, (v)
irrigation status, (vi) area under crops. Under the input survey, information
was collected in respect of (i) multiple cropping (ii) application of chemical
fertilizers, manures and pesticides, (iii) livestoek, (iv) agriculture machinery
~and (v) rural credit. Besides information regarding number of parcels, area
water logged and alkaline land was also collected. In addition to this, all
information relating to main census was collected separately for scheduled
castes and scheduled tribes also.
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Fe ' y h
stratum or the present census, development block was considered as the
of thr in rural area and municipality/eity corporation in urban area. 20%
pal’ s wards in each block and 10% of the wards/division from each munici-

aty/corporation area were selected using systematic random sampling
method Altogether there were 2166 sample wards, 2041 wards in rural area

and 125 wards/divisions in urban area.

The main object of agricultural census is to collect size class wise
information in respect of opérational holding as distinct from ownership
holding. An operational’ holding is defined as all land which is used wholly
or , partly for 'agricultural production and is operated as one technical unit
by one person alone or with others withbut regard to title, legal form, size
or location. The technical unit has been defined as that unit which is under
the same management and has the same means of production such as labour
force, machinery and animals. This implied that the holding might be either
fully owned or fully rented or partly owned or partly rented or cultivated
under any other arrangement. The land of the holding might be located
in one single compact block or spread over in scattered fragments. The
entire area might be in a single territorial jurisdiction or might spread over
to more than one such j.urisdiction. The common factor was that it was

under single management having its own set of facilities and resources.

The holder or the operator as far as the agricultural census is con-
cerned is the person who was responsible fcr the management of the holding.
He had to take decisions on all major agriculture operations. It was the
extent of responsibility of decision taking that accounts. He might do the
work of one or more operations himself and may direct and supervise the
work done by others under his instructions.  The operator might thus. be
an owner, a member of owner's household, tenant, share cropper, etc. The
operational holder might be individual or joint or institutional. If the holding
was operated either by one person alone or by a group of persons who are
the members of the same ‘household, it was cﬁnsidered as an individual hold-
ing. If two or more persons belonging to two different households shared

jointly the economic and technical responsibility for the operation, it was

treated as joint operational holding. Holé:lings such as government farms, |

|
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Sugarcane factories, cld-operative farms, land managed by tryst ete. were
treated as institutiogal holdings.  Operated area included both cultivated
and uncultivated areé“;-provided part of it is put o agricultural Production
during the reference period. It covered the land occupied by farm buildings
including the house of the holder provided such buildings sre within the cultj-

vated area. Operategi,‘area would exclude government forest land, gbvernment
waste land ete, o

During the Prévious censuses, the data in respect of main census
was collected utilisih't._;_ the services of the Revenue personnei undér' the tech-
nical guidance of thisjr department. During the present census, the data on
main census were cpyecled utilising the services of investigators of this
department, in additipn to their normal duties under the close supervision
of taluk and district lé;vel officers.

The details regarding the number and area of operational holdings
were tabulated in respect of all the fourteen size classes ranging from less
than 0.05 hectare to 50 hectares and above for individual, joint and insti-
tutional holdings. Similar tables for scheduled caste and scheduled tribes
were also prepared.

3. Results of the survey

The total number of operational holdings in the state have increas-
ed from 41.81 lakhs in 1980-81 to 48.87 lakhs in 1986-87 recording an increase
of 18.9%. The area comprised in those holdings during the respective years
were 18.05 lakh hectares and 17.53 lakh hectares respectively. The average
size of the holding has decreased from 0.43 hectare to 0.36 hectare during
the above period.

The nurber of holdings have increased in all the districts except
Kozhikode. The area has declined in Idukki, Ernakulam, Malappuram and
Kozhikode districts. This may be due to the Yirder reporting by the inform-
ants The number of holdings belonging to scheduled caste hag increased from
3.57 lakhs to 4.87 lakhs and scheduled tribe from 0.41 lakhs 1:0.0.50 lakhs.
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The details regarding joint holdings ie. holdings operated by hd
or more persons belonging to different households and share jointly as partners
the economic and technical responsibility for the operation of the holding
was also collected. During the current census, it is estimated that 7421

holdings are eperated jointly.

The number of institutional holdings has been estimated as 45553

and these holdings have accounted for an area of 1.10 lakh hectares.

The names of the districts according to the percentage number

of operational holdings including institutional in the State In descending

order ‘are,
1. Trivandrum 11.0 8. Alleppey 7.5
2. Ernakulam 9.4 9, Cannanare ' 6.8
3. Trichur 9.4 10. Kottayam 6.6
4. Kozhikode 8.9 11. Pathanamthitta 5.0
5. Quilon 8.8 12. Idukki 4.4
6. Malappuram 8.7 13. Kasaragod s 50
7. Palghat 8.0 14, Wayanad 2.3

Total 100.0

Provisional number and area of operational holdings in the state
under different size classes for scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, others
and taotal are given in appendix. Number and area of operationai holdings
for scheduled caste, scheduled tribe and others and total in different districts
are alsoc given in appendix. Fourteen size classes have been originally adopted
for classifying the holdings according to the size and detailed district-wise
tables in respect of the estimated number and area of operational holdings
have been prepared separately for scheduled caste/scheduled tribe and others.
But for discussion and comparison of results, these fourteen size classes
have been regrouped into five size classes ViZ. (1) below 1 hectare (r_narginal)
(2) 1 - 2 heactares (small) (3) 2 to & hectares (semi-medium) (4) 4 to 10

hectares (mediutm) (5) 10 hectares and above (large). For the purpose Of
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comparison the particulars of the number of holdings and area in respect

of the operational holdings in Kerala are given below:-

Size -class Number 1980-82«1“33 Nurnber 1985-%‘%
(lakhs) (lakh hect.) (lakhs) (lakh hect.)
1. Marginal 57.28 (89.16)  7.50 (41.55)  44.713(91.53)  B.08 (46.09)
2. Small 2.90 (6.94) 3.98 (22.05) 281 (5.75) 3.78 (21.56)
3. Semi-medium 1.24 (2.97) 3.31 (18.34) 1.01‘;&(2.13) : 2.68 (15.29)
4. Medium 0.36 (0.86)  1.96 (10.86) 0.25”30.51} 1.30 (7.42)
5. Large 0.03 (0.07)  1.30 (7.20) 0.04 (0.08)  1.69 (5.64)
Total 41.81 (100.00) 18.05 (100.00) 48.87 (100.00) 17.53 (100.00)

figures in brackets are percentages.

The number of holdings (including institutional) below 1 hectare
was 37.28 lakhs during 1980-81 where as it increased to 44,73 lakhs in 1986-87.
The percentage of marginal holders having less than one hectare has increased
from 89.2 to 91.5 and they operate 46% of the total area. In the case of
holders belonging to scheduled caste a marginal increase in the percentage
has been noted while marginal holders belonging to scheduled tribes declined.
Large holdings above 10 hectare in size was 0.1% in 1980-81 and‘1986-87.
The holders belonging to this group operated an area of 9.64% of the total

area.

Considering the increasing demand for data to block level, the number
and area of individual holdings in 6 size classes viz. 0.02 hectare 0.02 - 0.5
hectare, 0.5 hectare to 1 hectare, 1 - 2 hectares, 2 - 4 hectares and 4 hectares
and above have been prepared for each block. The details for the munici-
palities and corporations in a district have been combined together and incor-
porated in the tables of the concerned district. The above tables have been
given in appendix. It is hoped that it will be useful to the planners and

administrators.

A scrutiny of the block-wise details show that the number of holdings
varied between 9391 in Palluruthy block with an area of 955 hectares in
Ernakulam district and 56659 in Payyannur block within an area of Canna-

nore district 31632 hectares. There were four blocks having more than 50000
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holdings viz. 50868 in Sulxtan Battery block in Wayanad district 51965 in
Kunnamangalam block in H(ozhikode district 55587 in Taliparamba block in
Cannancre district and 56659 in Payyannur block in Cannanore district. At
the same time there wer«-!e three blocks haying number of operational hold-
ings less than 12000. ey were Palluruthy (9391) and Vyttila (11196) in
Ernakulam district and At/tapadi (11405) in Palghat district.

The t.Q‘tai areafof the operational holdings was maximum in Sultan-
battery ble ook 37055 hectares followed by Irikkur block 33229 hectares in
Canna/q;dre district.  Minimum operated area was reported by Kodungalloor

blo/ck in Trichur distric/t viz. 2033 hectares.
Jf‘l
The average | area of the operational holdings was minimum in Ancha-

lummoodu block in Gluilon district and maximum in Attappadi block in Falghat

district.

The maximum number of holdings were in the size class 0.02-0.5

hectare and minimum in the size class 4 hectares and above in almost all

blocks.

-----
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